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Guy de Maupassant’s

The Necklace

a play adaptation by Joanna Korba

The Necklace is a short story written by the French author Guy de Maupassant, first published in 1884.
This poignant narrative explores themes of vanity, social class, and the harsh realities of life through the
tale of Mathilde Loisel, a woman who yearns for a wealthier existence and the superficial beauty that
accompanies it. Maupassant’s keen observations on the human condition, coupled with his masterful
storytelling, make "The Necklace" a timeless piece of literature that continues to resonate with readers

today.



Overview of the Story

"The Necklace" tells the story of Mathilde Loisel, a beautiful yet dissatisfied woman who dreams of a life
filled with luxury and wealth. Married to a modest clerk, she feels trapped in her middle-class existence.
‘When her husband surprises her with an invitation to a prestigious ball, Mathilde laments her lack of
elegant attire and jewelry. Her husband sacrifices his savings to buy her a dress, but Mathilde is still

unhappy without the perfect necklace to complete her look.

At the ball, Mathilde captures the attention of others and revels in the admiration she receives. However,
her joy is short-lived; upon returning home, she discovers that she has lost the borrowed necklace. The
couple embarks on a decade-long struggle to replace it, leading them to a life of poverty and hardship. The
story culminates in a twist ending that highlights the futility of Mathilde's aspirations and the cruel irony

of her situation.

Thematic Elements

Vanity and Materialism

One of the central themes of "The Necklace" is vanity, particularly Mathilde’s obsession with appearances
and social status. Maupassant illustrates how Mathilde's desire to be perceived as wealthy and glamorous
leads her to borrow the necklace. Her fixation on material possessions blinds her to the value of her own

life, causing her to make choices that ultimately lead to her downfall.

- Mathilde's longing for luxury:
- She believes that her beauty deserves a life of luxury.

- Her dissatisfaction with her modest means fuels her desires.

- The consequences of her vanity:
- Her obsession leads her to borrow the necklace, a decision that sets off a chain of events.

- After losing the necklace, her life drastically changes from hope and aspiration to despair and hardship.

Social Class and Identity

Maupassant also delves into the theme of social class and its impact on identity. Mathilde’s yearning to rise
above her social standing reflects the rigid class structures of 19th-century France. The story critiques the

superficial judgments made based on wealth and appearance.



- Social aspirations:
- Mathilde believes that wealth will bring her happiness and validation.
- She envies the lives of the wealthy, which highlights her sense of inadequacy.

- The harsh realities of class:

- The Loisels’ struggle to repay the debt from the lost necklace illustrates the severe consequences of their
social aspirations.

- Mathilde's transformation from a beautiful woman to a worn-out figure emphasizes the toll that societal

pressures can have on an individual.

Irony and the Twist Ending

The story's conclusion is steeped in irony, a hallmark of Maupassant's writing. After ten arduous years of
labor, Mathilde learns that the original necklace was a fake, worth only a fraction of what the Loisels spent
on the replacement. This revelation serves as a stark commentary on the futility of her sacrifices and the

inherent absurdity of her ambitions.

- The role of dramatic irony:
- The reader understands the futility of Mathilde’s quest for wealth before she does.

- The twist ending reinforces the idea that appearances can be deceiving.
- The implications of the twist:

- It highlights the theme of misperception, both of oneself and of others.

- Mathilde’s life of hardship was rooted in a false belief in the value of material wealth.

Character Analysis

Mathilde Loisel

Mathilde is the protagonist whose desires and choices drive the narrative. She embodies the struggle

between dreams and reality. Her character is complex, as she is both relatable and tragic.

- Qualities of Mathilde:
- Beautiful and charming but deeply insecure.

- Yearns for a more glamorous life, which leads to her downfall.

- Development throughout the story:

- Begins as a hopeful woman with dreams but ends as a bitter figure who has lost everything.



- Her journey reflects the consequences of unchecked ambition and vanity.

Monsieur Loisel

Mathilde’s husband, Monsieur Loisel, serves as a foil to her character. He is practical and content with their

modest life, contrasting sharply with Mathilde's aspirations.

- His supportive nature:

- He sacrifices his savings to make Mathilde happy.

- Represents the value of love and contentment over material wealth.
- The impact of Mathilde’s choices on him:

- He endures the same hardships as Mathilde, highlighting the shared burden of their situation.

- His character underscores the theme of loyalty and selflessness in relationships.

Literary Techniques

Maupassant employs various literary techniques to enhance the storytelling in "The Necklace."

Symbolism

The necklace itself is a powerful symbol in the story. It represents Mathilde’s aspirations and the illusion of

wealth. Its loss signifies the collapse of her dreams and the harsh reality of her life.

Realism

Maupassant is known for his realistic portrayal of life, and "The Necklace" is no exception. The detailed
descriptions of Mathilde's emotions, her environment, and the struggles of the Loisels depict the challenges

faced by many during the author’s time.

Irony and Foreshadowing

The use of irony is prevalent throughout the story, especially in Mathilde's fate. Foreshadowing is also
evident, as subtle hints about the necklace's true nature are woven throughout the narrative, enhancing

the impact of the twist ending.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant is a profound exploration of vanity, social class, and
the consequences of one’s choices. Mathilde Loisel’s tragic journey serves as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of materialism and the societal pressures that shape our identities. Through masterful storytelling
and rich thematic depth, Maupassant invites readers to reflect on the true value of happiness, love, and self-
acceptance. The story remains relevant today, reminding us that the pursuit of superficial dreams can often

lead to unforeseen consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of "The Necklace' by Guy de Maupassant?

The main theme of 'The Necklace' is the dangers of vanity and the pursuit of wealth, highlighting how

appearances can be deceiving and the consequences of materialism.

Who are the main characters in 'The Necklace'?

The main characters are Mathilde Loisel, a middle-class woman who dreams of a luxurious life, and her

husband, Monsieur Loisel, who works as a clerk and supports her aspirations.

What event triggers the main conflict in 'The Necklace"?

The main conflict is triggered when Mathilde Loisel is invited to a prestigious ball and feels she has

nothing suitable to wear, leading her to borrow a beautiful necklace from her wealthy friend.

What is the significance of the necklace in the story?

The necklace symbolizes wealth and social status, representing Mathilde's desire for a life of luxury and her

belief that material possessions define one's worth.

How does Mathilde's perception of herself change throughout the story?

Mathilde's perception shifts from feeling entitled and dissatisfied with her life to experiencing hardship and
humility after losing the borrowed necklace and struggling to repay the debt.

What is the twist ending of "The Necklace'?

The twist ending reveals that the necklace Mathilde borrowed was a fake, worth far less than the debt she

and her husband incurred to replace it, emphasizing the futility of her sacrifices for the sake of appearances.



How does Maupassant use irony in "The Necklace'?

Maupassant employs irony throughout the story, particularly in the ending where Mathilde's years of

hardship result from her desire to appear wealthy, only to find out that the necklace was not valuable at all.

‘What moral lesson can be drawn from 'The Necklace'?

The moral lesson is that valuing material possessions over genuine happiness can lead to devastating

consequences, and that true worth comes from within rather than from outward appearances.
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