
The Medicine Bag Comprehension Questions
And Answers

The medicine bag comprehension questions and answers are essential tools for students and readers of the
story "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. This poignant tale explores themes of family,
cultural identity, and the significance of tradition. To fully grasp the story's rich content, comprehension
questions can help readers delve deeper into the text, ensuring a better understanding of the underlying
messages and character motivations. This article will explore various comprehension questions and provide
answers to enhance your reading experience.

Overview of "The Medicine Bag"

Before diving into comprehension questions, let's summarize the story. "The Medicine Bag" tells the story
of a young Native American boy named Martin who struggles with his identity and cultural heritage. His
grandfather, known as the "Old Man," comes to visit and brings with him a traditional medicine bag filled
with sacred items. The medicine bag serves as a symbol of their culture and family history. As the story
unfolds, Martin learns about the importance of honoring his roots and embracing his identity.

Importance of Comprehension Questions

Comprehension questions serve several purposes:



They encourage critical thinking and reflection on the text.

They help readers identify key themes and messages.

They enhance retention and understanding of character development.

They provide a framework for discussing the story in educational settings.

By answering these questions, readers can gain a deeper appreciation for the narrative and its cultural
significance.

Comprehension Questions

Here are some insightful comprehension questions related to "The Medicine Bag," followed by their
answers.

1. What does the medicine bag symbolize in the story?
The medicine bag symbolizes cultural heritage, family traditions, and the connection between generations.
It represents the wisdom and teachings passed down from Martin's grandfather to him, emphasizing the
importance of embracing one’s identity.

2. How does Martin feel about his Native American heritage at the
beginning of the story?
At the beginning of the story, Martin feels embarrassed about his Native American heritage. He is
concerned about how his friends will perceive him and is reluctant to embrace his cultural identity. This
reflects a common struggle among young individuals trying to fit into a societal norm while grappling
with their roots.

3. What role does Martin’s grandfather play in his understanding of
identity?
Martin’s grandfather plays a crucial role in helping Martin understand the importance of his identity.
Through his actions and the stories he shares about their heritage, he teaches Martin to appreciate their
culture and the significance of the medicine bag. The grandfather serves as a bridge between the past and



the present, instilling pride in Martin.

4. Describe the transformation Martin undergoes by the end of the story.
By the end of the story, Martin undergoes a significant transformation. He shifts from feeling ashamed of
his heritage to embracing it with pride. After receiving the medicine bag, he realizes the value of his
cultural identity and the importance of carrying on his family’s traditions. This transformation marks a
pivotal moment in his journey of self-acceptance.

5. What challenges does Martin face regarding his cultural identity?
Martin faces several challenges regarding his cultural identity, including peer pressure and societal
expectations. He worries about being judged by his friends and feels disconnected from his Native
American roots. This internal conflict highlights the broader theme of cultural identity and the struggle
many individuals face in reconciling their heritage with their environment.

6. How does the author use symbolism throughout the story?
The author employs symbolism effectively in "The Medicine Bag." The medicine bag itself is the most
prominent symbol, representing the connection to ancestry and the importance of cultural practices. Other
symbols include the items within the bag, each carrying its own meaning and significance, contributing to
the overall message of the story.

Additional Discussion Questions

In addition to the comprehension questions, here are some discussion questions that can facilitate deeper
analysis and conversation about the text:

What lessons does Martin learn from his grandfather, and how do these lessons shape his character?1.

How does the setting influence the narrative, and what role does it play in shaping the characters'2.
experiences?

Discuss the significance of family in the story. How do family relationships impact Martin’s journey?3.

How does the author depict the theme of tradition versus modernity in the story?4.

What is the impact of cultural representation in literature, as demonstrated in "The Medicine Bag"?5.



How can literature foster understanding of diverse cultures?

Conclusion

In conclusion, the medicine bag comprehension questions and answers provide readers with an invaluable
resource to enhance their understanding of Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve's story. By exploring key
themes, character motivations, and symbols within the narrative, readers can gain a profound appreciation
for the cultural significance embedded in the text. Whether used in a classroom setting or for personal
reflection, these questions encourage a deeper engagement with the story, ultimately enriching the
reader's experience. Embracing one’s heritage and understanding the importance of family and tradition
are timeless lessons that resonate well beyond the pages of this compelling tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the medicine bag in the story?
The medicine bag symbolizes the connection to heritage and the importance of family traditions. It carries
the spiritual items that represent the family's history and the values passed down through generations.

How does the protagonist's understanding of his heritage evolve
throughout the story?
Initially, the protagonist struggles with his identity and feels disconnected from his Native American roots.
As the story progresses, he learns to embrace his heritage and the teachings associated with the medicine
bag, ultimately gaining a sense of pride in his ancestry.

What role does the character of the grandfather play in the story?
The grandfather serves as a mentor and a bridge between the past and the present. He imparts wisdom and
cultural knowledge to the protagonist, emphasizing the importance of the medicine bag and the legacy it
represents.

How does the theme of identity manifest in 'The Medicine Bag'?
Identity is a central theme, as the protagonist grapples with his mixed heritage and the expectations
associated with it. Through the journey of understanding the medicine bag and its significance, he
ultimately reconciles his identity and embraces both his cultural backgrounds.



What challenges does the protagonist face in accepting his heritage?
The protagonist faces internal conflicts, such as feelings of embarrassment and a lack of understanding about
his Native American culture. These challenges are exacerbated by the influence of his peers and the
societal pressures to conform to a different identity.

What lessons can be learned from the conclusion of 'The Medicine Bag'?
The conclusion emphasizes the importance of embracing one's heritage and the wisdom that comes from
family traditions. It teaches readers that understanding and accepting one's identity can lead to personal
growth and a deeper connection to family and culture.
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