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The Man From Snowy River

There was movement at the station, for the word had passed around

That the colt from old Regret had got away,

And had joined the wild bush horses - he was worth a thousand pound,
So all the cracks had gathered to the fray.

All the tried and noted riders from the stations near and far

Had mustered at the homestead overnight,

For the bushmen love hard riding where the wild bush horses are,

And the stock-horse snuffs the battle with delight. _"

There was Harrison, who made his pile when Pardon won the cup,
The old man with his hair as white as snow;

But few could ride beside him when his blood was fairly up-

He would go wherever horse and man could go.

And Clancy of the Overflow came down to lend a hand,

No better horseman ever held the reins;

For never horse could throw him while the saddle girths would stand,
He learnt to ride while droving on the plains.

And one was there, a stripling on a small and weedy beast,

He was something like a racehorse undersized,

With a touch of Timor pony - three parts thoroughbred at least -
And such as are by mountain horsemen prized.

He was hard and tough and wiry - just the sort that won't say die -
There was courage in his quick impatient tread;

And he bore the badge of gameness in his bright and fiery eye,
And the proud and lofty carriage of his head.

But so slight and weedy, one would doubt his power to stay,
And the old man said, "That horse will never do

For a long and tiring gallop-lad, you'd better stop away,
Those hills are far too rough for such as you."

So he waited sad and wistful - only Clancy stood his friend -
"l think we ought to let him come,” he said;

"l warrant he'll be with us when he's wanted at the end,

For both his horse and he are mountain bred."

“He hails from Snowy River, up by Kosciusko's side,

Where the hills are twice as steep and twice as rough,

Where a horse's hoofs strike firelight from the flint stones every
stride,

The man that holds his own is good enough.

And the Snowy River riders on the mountains make their home,
Where the river runs those giant hills between;

| have seen full many horsemen since | first commenced to roam,
But nowhere yet such horsemen have | seen.”

So he went - they found the horses by the big mimosa clump -

Banjo Paterson



The man from snowy river poem words are more than just a collection of verses; they
encapsulate the rugged spirit of Australia and its breathtaking landscapes. Written by the
renowned Australian poet Banjo Paterson in 1890, this iconic poem captures the essence
of the Australian bush and the life of the stockman. Through vivid imagery and stirring
language, Paterson tells the story of a young man who rises to the challenge of taming a
wild horse and proves his worth in a land filled with dangers and adventures.

The Background of the Poem

Banjo Paterson, born in 1864, is celebrated as one of Australia's greatest poets. His works
often reflect the life and culture of the Australian outback. "The Man from Snowy River"
was first published in the collection "The Man from Snowy River and Other Verses" and
quickly became a beloved piece of Australian literature. The poem is set in the Snowy
Mountains region of New South Wales, which is known for its rugged terrain and
breathtaking scenery.

The Setting: Snowy Mountains

The Snowy Mountains serve as more than just a backdrop for the poem; they embody the
spirit of adventure and challenge. The rugged beauty of the landscape is crucial to
understanding the poem’s narrative. Here are some key elements of the Snowy Mountains
that the poem captures:

e Majestic Peaks: The towering mountains symbolize the challenges faced by the
protagonist.

e Wild Horses: The untamed brumbies (wild horses) represent freedom and the raw
nature of the Australian bush.

e Vast Open Spaces: The expansive landscape mirrors the vast potential and
opportunities available to those willing to take risks.

The Story Behind the Poem

At its core, "The Man from Snowy River" tells the story of a young stockman who proves
his mettle by pursuing a wild horse that has escaped into the mountains. The poem begins
by introducing the setting and the characters, painting a vivid picture of the stockmen and
their way of life.



The Characters

The poem features a range of memorable characters, each contributing to the narrative:

e The Young Stockman: The protagonist who embodies courage and determination.

e The Other Stockmen: They represent the traditional values of camaraderie and
competition.

e The Wild Horse: A symbol of freedom and the untamed spirit of the Australian
landscape.

The Themes of the Poem

"The Man from Snowy River" is rich with themes that resonate with readers. Here are
some prominent themes explored in the poem:

Bravery and Determination

The young stockman illustrates the theme of bravery as he takes on a daunting challenge.
His determination to capture the wild horse reflects the tenacity required to overcome
obstacles in life. This theme resonates with anyone who has faced difficulties and sought
to conquer them.

Adventure and Nature

The adventurous spirit of the stockman mirrors the untamed nature of the Australian
bush. The poem highlights the connection between man and nature, showcasing the
beauty and danger that coexist in the wilderness.

Tradition and Heritage

The poem also touches on themes of tradition and Australian heritage. The stockmen
represent a way of life that has been passed down through generations, emphasizing the
importance of cultural identity.



The Language and Style

Banjo Paterson's use of language and style is a significant aspect of the poem's charm. His
choice of words captures the rugged beauty of the Australian landscape while also
conveying deep emotion and excitement.

Imagery

Paterson employs vivid imagery to bring the story to life. Readers can almost feel the wind
in their hair and hear the thunder of hooves as they read. Here are some examples of the
imagery used in the poem:

e Descriptive Landscapes: Phrases that evoke the sights and sounds of the Snowy
Mountains.

e Animal Imagery: The depiction of horses and other wildlife enhances the sense of
adventure.

« Emotional Resonance: The language conveys the excitement and tension of the
chase.

Rhyme and Rhythm

The poem's structure features a consistent rhyme scheme and rhythmic flow, which adds
to its musical quality. This lyrical aspect makes it memorable and enjoyable to read aloud.

Impact and Legacy

"The Man from Snowy River" has left a lasting impact on Australian literature and culture.
It has been adapted into various forms of media, including film, theater, and music, further
solidifying its status as a cultural icon.

Adaptations and Cultural References
The poem has inspired numerous adaptations, including:

e Film: The 1982 film adaptation titled "The Man from Snowy River" brought the story
to a new audience and showcased the beauty of the Australian landscape.



e Theater: Stage adaptations have been performed across Australia, celebrating the
poem's themes of bravery and adventure.

e Music: Various musical interpretations have been created, further immortalizing
Paterson's work.

Continued Relevance

The themes of bravery, adventure, and connection to nature remain relevant today. Many
Australians still feel a deep connection to the landscape and the spirit of the stockman,
making Paterson's poem a timeless piece of literature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the words of "The Man from Snowy River" are not just a poetic narrative but
a celebration of the Australian spirit. The poem encapsulates the essence of bravery,
adventure, and the breathtaking beauty of the Snowy Mountains. Through Banjo
Paterson's masterful use of language, imagery, and rhythm, the poem continues to
resonate with readers, ensuring its place in the hearts of Australians and literary
enthusiasts worldwide. As we reflect on the man from Snowy River, we are reminded of
the timeless qualities of courage and determination that live on in the spirit of the land.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Man from Snowy River"
poem?

The main theme of 'The Man from Snowy River' is the celebration of rugged individualism,
bravery, and the connection between man and nature. It highlights the spirit of the
Australian bush and the valor of a young man who proves himself in a challenging
environment.

Who is the author of 'The Man from Snowy River'?

‘The Man from Snowy River' was written by Australian poet Banjo Paterson, and it was
first published in 1890.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Man from
Snowy River'?

The setting in the poem is significant as it captures the rugged landscape of the Australian
Alps, embodying the challenges faced by the characters. It reflects the wild beauty of the



region and serves as a backdrop for the themes of adventure and resilience.

What role does the horse play in 'The Man from Snowy
River'?

The horse plays a crucial role in 'The Man from Snowy River' as it symbolizes strength,
freedom, and the bond between horse and rider. The protagonist's exceptional riding skills
are showcased, illustrating his deep connection with his horse and the land.

How does 'The Man from Snowy River' reflect Australian
culture?

'The Man from Snowy River' reflects Australian culture through its depiction of the bush
lifestyle, the values of courage and mateship, and the importance of the natural
environment. It captures the essence of the Australian identity and the pioneering spirit.

What literary devices are used in 'The Man from Snowy
River'?

The poem employs various literary devices, including vivid imagery, personification,
similes, and rhyme. These devices enhance the storytelling and evoke the emotions and
atmosphere of the Australian landscape.
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Explore the captivating words of "The Man from Snowy River" poem. Discover its themes and
imagery that resonate with readers. Learn more about this iconic work!
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