The Monkey Paw Answer Key

Name:

“The Monkey’s Paw” by W. W. Jacobs

Reading Comprehension Quiz

L. As the story begins, what is true about the setting?
A Aerrible thunderstorm impacts the area
B A !’III:III!:L‘ = snowed in 1,1l|t|‘||'||,;."| izzard
C, Asuffocating sandstorm sweeps through the region
I3, The moon shines brightly in the night sky
2. What are Mr. White and his son, Herbert, daiitg as the s80ry begins?
A Reading scary stories
B. Discussing an upooming campingdrip
C. Playing chess
I3, Fixing a broken piece of furnitire

3. What is Morris' background?
A He is a well known scientist
B. He is a member ofiflie British army
C. He is the ownebof a credpantique store
D He is the manSger of a factory

4, For the past 21 years, Moiris has been in which country?
A Egypl
B India
G CiEtinany
D, Frargs

5. Readers lsarmethat Morris once tried to do what with the paw?
ddestroy it inrafine
I Returmn it to the fakir who cursed it
CoF it at a lecal antique shop
[, Bursit in his backyard

6. Why did Morris do this to the paw?
A He was terrified of magic
B. He was driven by greed
C. He recalled the horrible effects of his wishes
[ He wanted to hide evidence of a cime
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The monkey paw answer key is a term that often comes up in discussions
surrounding the famous short story "The Monkey's Paw" by W.W. Jacobs. This
story, first published in 1902, delves into themes of fate, consequence, and

the supernatural. As readers analyze the text, they often
on various elements of the story, leading to the creation
provide insights and interpretations. In this article, we
main themes, characters, and plot points of the story, as

seek clarification
of answer keys that
will explore the

well as provide an

answer key to guide readers through the tale's complexities.

Overview of "The Monkey's Paw"

"The Monkey's Paw" is a chilling tale that revolves around the White family,
who come into possession of a magical monkey's paw that grants them three
wishes. However, the wishes come with unforeseen consequences, leading to



tragic outcomes. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
tampering with fate and the potential repercussions of greed and desire.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Mr. White, his wife Mrs. White, and their son Herbert,
who are playing a game of chess on a stormy night. Their friend, Sergeant-
Major Morris, visits and introduces them to the monkey's paw, which he claims
has the power to grant three wishes to three different people. Morris,
however, warns them of the paw's dangerous powers and the tragic history of
its previous owners.

Curiosity gets the better of the Whites, and after Morris departs, they
decide to make a wish. Mr. White wishes for two hundred pounds, a sum of
money that he thinks will improve their lives. The next day, Herbert dies in
a workplace accident, and the family receives exactly two hundred pounds as
compensation. Grief-stricken, Mrs. White insists on using the second wish to
bring Herbert back to life.

After some hesitation, Mr. White uses the paw to make the wish. However, when
Herbert returns, he is not the same; he is mutilated and in a state of decay.
The couple is horrified and begs Mr. White to use the final wish to undo the
second wish. In a climactic moment, Mr. White wishes for Herbert to stay
dead, and the story ends with the couple left in despair.

Main Themes

Several key themes emerge from "The Monkey's Paw," each contributing to its
enduring impact and moral lessons.

e Fate and Free Will: The story explores the tension between human desire
and the predetermined course of fate. The Whites’ attempts to alter
their destiny result in disastrous consequences, suggesting that some
things are best left unchanged.

e Consequences of Greed: The monkey’s paw embodies the idea that greed can
lead to ruin. The Whites’ wishes are driven by their desire for wealth
and happiness, yet they ultimately bring suffering instead.

e The Supernatural: The presence of the monkey’s paw introduces elements
of the supernatural, prompting readers to question the limits of reality
and the dangers of seeking power beyond human understanding.

e Grief and Loss: The emotional turmoil experienced by the Whites

underscores the profound impact of loss. Their attempts to reverse death
highlight the human inability to confront mortality.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Monkey's Paw" is crucial for



comprehending the story's themes and moral lessons.

Mr. White

Mr. White is the patriarch of the family and the first to use the monkey's
paw. He is characterized as curious and somewhat gullible, easily swayed by
the allure of the paw’s promises. His decisions ultimately lead to the
family's tragic downfall, illustrating the consequences of irresponsible
choices and the dangers of meddling with fate.

Mrs. White

Mrs. White is depicted as loving and devoted, yet she becomes increasingly
desperate and irrational as grief consumes her. Her insistence on using the
paw to bring Herbert back to life demonstrates the depth of her sorrow, but
also her inability to accept the finality of death. This highlights the theme
of grief and the lengths to which individuals will go to alleviate their
pain.

Herbert White

Herbert serves as both a catalyst for the story's tragic events and a
representation of youthful optimism. His death marks a turning point in the
narrative, as it forces the White family to confront the harsh realities of
life and the consequences of their wishes. Herbert's return, albeit in a
horrific form, serves as a stark reminder of the price of their desires.

Sergeant-Major Morris

Morris acts as a foil to the Whites, providing them with the monkey’s paw and
presenting the warnings that accompany it. His reluctance to engage with the
paw further emphasizes the story's cautionary nature. Morris represents the
voice of reason, warning against the temptation to wish for more than what
life offers.

The Monkey Paw Answer Key

For readers looking for specific answers regarding the story's plot, themes,
and character motivations, here is a comprehensive answer key that addresses
common questions and analysis points.

1. What does the monkey's paw symbolize?

o The monkey's paw symbolizes the dangers of greed and the
consequences of trying to control fate.

o It represents the idea that some desires can lead to irreversible



harm.

2. What are the three wishes made by the Whites?
o First wish: Two hundred pounds.
o Second wish: To bring Herbert back to life.

o Third wish: To undo the second wish.

3. What is the outcome of each wish?
o First wish: The family receives compensation after Herbert's death.
o Second wish: Herbert returns but in a horrific state.

o Third wish: Mr. White wishes Herbert to go back to the grave.

4. What role does foreshadowing play in the story?

o Foreshadowing is evident in Morris's warnings about the paw and its
previous owners.

o Hints of tragedy are woven throughout the narrative, leading to the
eventual outcomes of the wishes.

5. How does the story conclude, and what is its significance?

o The story concludes with Mr. White's final wish, leaving the family
in despair and illustrating the irrevocable nature of their actions.

o The ending serves as a powerful warning about the dangers of
unrestrained desire and the acceptance of fate.

Conclusion

"The Monkey's Paw" remains a timeless tale that continues to resonate with
readers due to its exploration of fundamental human themes. Through its rich
characters and thought-provoking plot, the story invites us to reflect on the
nature of desire, the consequences of our choices, and the mysteries of fate.
The concept of the monkey paw answer key serves as a valuable resource for
readers seeking to navigate the complexities of this classic narrative,
ultimately reinforcing the moral that some wishes are better left unmade.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the danger of interfering with fate
and the consequences of greed and desire.

How does the monkey's paw grant wishes?

The monkey's paw grants three wishes to its owner, but each wish comes with
unexpected and often tragic consequences.

What lesson does 'The Monkey's Paw' teach about
wishes?

The story teaches that wishes can have unintended consequences and that one
should be careful what they wish for, as the outcomes may not align with
their desires.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The main characters are the White family: Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their
son Herbert.

What happens after the Whites make their first wish?

After the Whites make their first wish for money, they receive it in the form
of a compensation payment for Herbert's death, highlighting the story's
tragic irony.
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Sep 27, 2005 - Hi all, Regarding the word "monkey", 1. When you are upset with someone and want
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Aug 22, 2021 - A performing monkey?' this is usually heard when an individual is constantly being
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heard it either.
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Black Eyed Peas, and a quote of "A night in the museum" film. Please, What is the meaning? ...
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Feb 5, 2006 - Yes, "to monkey with a jury" is to interfere with it or manipulate it. In general "to
monkey" with something means to try to repair it when you are not qualified--like a monkey ...

ey sound - WordReference Forums
Jul 19, 2021 - Hello, my friends Is ey in key /ki:/ the same as in monkey /'man.ki/? According to the
IPA, of course they're not the same. Or I should put it this way, ey in monkey isn't the ...

Unlock the mysteries of "The Monkey's Paw" with our comprehensive answer key. Explore insights
and analysis! Discover how to deepen your understanding today!
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