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The short story "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant is a poignant tale that
explores themes of vanity, materialism, and the harsh realities of life. It
tells the story of Madame Mathilde Loisel, a woman who dreams of a luxurious
life, but is ultimately faced with the consequences of her desires. This
article will delve into common questions related to the story, providing
answers and insights that will enhance readers' understanding of its themes,
characters, and plot.



Summary of "The Necklace"

Before diving into specific questions and answers, it's essential to provide
a brief summary of the plot. "The Necklace" follows Mathilde Loisel, a
middle-class woman who feels dissatisfied with her modest life. She yearns
for wealth and social status, dreaming of glamorous events and luxurious
possessions. One day, her husband surprises her with an invitation to a fancy
ball, but Mathilde is upset because she has nothing to wear. To please her,
her husband sacrifices his savings to buy her a beautiful dress.

However, Mathilde is still unhappy because she lacks jewelry. To solve this,
she borrows a stunning diamond necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame
Forestier. Mathilde shines at the ball, but when she returns home, she
discovers that she has lost the necklace. The couple embarks on a decade-long
struggle to repay the debt incurred from replacing the lost necklace, only to
discover years later that the original necklace was a fake, thus emphasizing
the story's themes of pride, materialism, and the unexpected twists of fate.

Common Questions and Answers

1. What are the main themes of "The Necklace"?

The story presents several prominent themes:

- Vanity and Materialism: Mathilde's desire for a lavish lifestyle leads to
her downfall. Her obsession with appearances blinds her to the value of her
own life.
- Pride and Social Class: Mathilde’s pride prevents her from appreciating her
current life. Her yearning for a higher social status highlights the societal
pressures regarding wealth and class.
- Irony: The twist ending serves as a stark reminder of the unpredictability
of life and the consequences of our choices. The necklace, which represents
wealth and status, ultimately leads to Mathilde's suffering.
- Sacrifice and Hardship: The sacrifices made by Mathilde and her husband
illustrate the harsh realities of life and the consequences of decisions
driven by vanity.

2. Who is the protagonist of the story?

The protagonist of "The Necklace" is Madame Mathilde Loisel. She is depicted
as a beautiful and charming woman, yet deeply dissatisfied with her life.
Mathilde's character embodies the struggle between aspiration and reality, as
she constantly yearns for a lifestyle that is beyond her means. Her actions
and decisions drive the narrative forward and illustrate the central themes



of the story.

3. How does Mathilde Loisel change throughout the
story?

Mathilde undergoes significant transformation from the beginning to the end
of the story:

- Initial Discontent: Mathilde begins as a woman who is unhappy with her life
and longs for wealth and admiration. She feels entitled to a more luxurious
existence.
- Moment of Glory: At the ball, Mathilde experiences a moment of happiness
and acceptance, feeling like she belongs to the upper class. This moment,
however, is fleeting.
- Descent into Hardship: After losing the necklace, Mathilde's life takes a
dramatic turn. She and her husband work tirelessly for ten years to repay the
debt, which drastically alters her appearance and outlook on life.
- Final Realization: By the end of the story, Mathilde has aged and become
hardened by her experiences. She learns the harsh realities of life, but the
irony of her situation leaves her with a bitter understanding of her
misplaced values.

4. What role does the necklace play in the story?

The necklace serves multiple symbolic purposes:

- Symbol of Wealth and Status: The necklace represents Mathilde's desire for
a more glamorous life. It embodies her aspirations and dreams of high
society.
- Catalyst for Change: The loss of the necklace sets off the chain of events
that lead to Mathilde's downfall. It is the pivotal moment that transforms
her life from a dream of luxury to a reality of hardship.
- Irony and Deception: The revelation that the necklace was a fake at the end
of the story emphasizes the theme of irony. Mathilde's pursuit of wealth and
status ultimately leads to her downfall, highlighting the futility of her
desires.

5. What is the significance of the story's ending?

The ending of "The Necklace" is crucial for several reasons:

- Irony: The twist ending serves as a powerful irony. After ten years of hard
work and sacrifice to replace the necklace, Mathilde learns that the original
was a fake, rendering her struggles meaningless.
- Reflection of Life's Unpredictability: The ending emphasizes the



unpredictable nature of life and the consequences of one's choices. It
suggests that our perceptions of wealth and status can be misleading.
- Moral Lesson: The conclusion serves as a moral lesson about the dangers of
vanity and the importance of appreciating what one has. Mathilde's fate is a
cautionary tale about the perils of envy and pride.

6. How does the author use imagery in "The
Necklace"?

Guy de Maupassant employs vivid imagery throughout the story to enhance its
themes and character development:

- Descriptions of Wealth: The opulence of the ball and the beauty of the
necklace are described in detail, emphasizing Mathilde's longing for a
luxurious lifestyle.
- Contrast Between Classes: The stark difference between Mathilde's modest
life and the glamorous world she aspires to is illustrated through
contrasting imagery, showcasing her dissatisfaction.
- Physical Transformation: The imagery used to depict Mathilde's physical
decline over the ten years of hardship serves to underscore the impact of her
choices and the theme of sacrifice.

7. What is the narrative style of "The Necklace"?

The narrative style of "The Necklace" is characterized by:

- Third-Person Limited Point of View: The story is narrated from a third-
person perspective, focusing primarily on Mathilde's thoughts and feelings.
This allows readers to connect deeply with her character.
- Realism: Maupassant's writing style reflects realism, depicting everyday
life and its struggles without romanticizing or exaggerating the characters'
experiences.
- Concise and Direct Language: The author's use of straightforward language
enhances the story's clarity and impact, making the themes more accessible to
readers.

8. What are some important quotes from "The
Necklace"?

Several quotes stand out in "The Necklace," highlighting its themes and
Mathilde's character:

- "She was unhappy because she had no rich clothes, no luxury, no social
status."



- "What do you want me to wear? I have nothing to wear."
- "She was the prettiest woman there, but she felt miserable."
- "She was born for all delicacies, all luxuries."
- "Oh! My poor Mathilde! What is the matter? You look so old."

These quotes encapsulate Mathilde's desires, her struggles, and the contrast
between her dreams and reality.

Conclusion

"The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant serves as a powerful exploration of
themes such as vanity, materialism, and the unpredictability of life. Through
the character of Mathilde Loisel, the story illustrates the dangers of
aspiring to a life defined by wealth and social status. The questions and
answers provided in this article aim to deepen readers' understanding of the
story's complex themes, character development, and the impactful use of
irony. Ultimately, "The Necklace" remains a timeless tale, inviting
reflection on the true nature of happiness and the value of contentment in
one's life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Necklace' by Guy
de Maupassant?
The central theme of 'The Necklace' is the concept of vanity and the dangers
of materialism. It explores how the desire for a lavish lifestyle can lead to
one's downfall and the disparity between appearance and reality.

How does Mathilde Loisel's character evolve
throughout the story?
Mathilde Loisel begins as a discontented woman who yearns for a life of
luxury and wealth. After losing a borrowed necklace and facing years of
hardship to replace it, she becomes hardened and realizes the value of her
previous, simpler life.

What role does irony play in 'The Necklace'?
Irony is crucial in 'The Necklace,' especially in the ending, where Mathilde
discovers that the necklace she borrowed was actually a fake. This
situational irony highlights the futility of her sacrifices and the tragic
consequences of her pride.



What are some symbols used in 'The Necklace' and
their meanings?
The necklace itself symbolizes wealth and social status, while Mathilde's
beauty represents her aspirations. The loss of the necklace symbolizes the
loss of her dreams and the harsh realities of her life.

How does the setting influence the events in 'The
Necklace'?
The setting of late 19th-century Paris, with its stark class divisions,
influences Mathilde's desires and disappointments. The contrast between her
modest apartment and the glamorous events she wishes to attend underscores
her internal struggles.

What message does Guy de Maupassant convey about
social class in 'The Necklace'?
Maupassant conveys that social class is often superficial and that the
pursuit of status can lead to misfortune. Through Mathilde’s experiences, the
story critiques the societal norms that equate personal worth with material
possessions.
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