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The Mitfords Letters Between Sisters have become a fascinating glimpse into the lives,
thoughts, and personalities of one of the most intriguing families in 20th-century Britain.
The Mitford sisters—Nancy, Pamela, Diana, Unity, Jessica, and Deborah—were not only
prominent figures in their own right but also represented a complex web of relationships
marked by differing political ideologies, personal choices, and social standings. Their
correspondence, often laced with wit and humor, reveals the depth and diversity of their
connections, as well as the historical context in which they lived.



Background of the Mitford Sisters

The Mitford sisters were born into an aristocratic family in England during the early
1900s. Their father, David Mitford, was the 2nd Baron Redesdale, and their mother,
Sydney Bowles, was a well-connected socialite. The sisters grew up in a privileged
environment, which shaped their distinct personalities and life choices.

1. Nancy Mitford (1904-1973): A renowned novelist and biographer, Nancy was known for
her sharp wit and keen observations of society. Her works, such as "The Pursuit of Love,"
reflect her struggles and experiences in the upper echelons of British society.

2. Pamela Mitford (1907-1994): The quietest of the sisters, Pamela preferred country life
and was less involved in the social and political upheavals that characterized her sisters’
lives.

3. Diana Mitford (1910-2003): A glamorous figure, Diana was married to Sir Oswald
Mosley, the leader of the British Union of Fascists, which created a significant rift
between her and some of her sisters.

4. Unity Mitford (1914-1948): Perhaps the most controversial of the sisters, Unity became
an ardent admirer of Adolf Hitler, which further complicated family dynamics.

5. Jessica Mitford (1917-1996): A committed socialist and author, Jessica was vocal about
her political beliefs, contrasting sharply with some of her sisters.

6. Deborah Mitford (1920-2014): The youngest sister, Deborah, became the Duchess of
Devonshire and was known for her practical approach to life and her work in preserving
her family estate.

The Nature of the Correspondence

The letters exchanged between the Mitford sisters offer a unique insight into their
individual perspectives as well as their collective family dynamics. These correspondences
were often playful, filled with humor and literary references, but they also revealed deep-
seated tensions and ideological divides.

Key Themes in the Letters

1. Family Loyalty and Rivalry: The letters often reflect the sisters' loyalty to one another,
but also the rivalries that developed due to their differing life choices and political beliefs.
For example, Diana’s marriage to Mosley was a point of contention for Nancy and Jessica,
who were staunchly anti-fascist.

2. Political Ideologies: The sisters’ political alignments ranged from fascism to socialism,
and this divergence often surfaced in their correspondence. Jessica’s letters frequently
criticized Diana and Unity’s political beliefs, which created tension but also a rich



discourse on political ideology.

3. Personal Lives: The letters provide a window into their personal lives, including
relationships, marriages, and motherhood. These intimate glimpses into their lives reveal
their vulnerabilities and insecurities, highlighting their humanity despite their public
personas.

4. Social Commentary: The Mitfords had a keen eye for social commentary, often
discussing the absurdities of their social circles. Their letters reveal a blend of humor and
critique regarding the upper-class society they inhabited.

Notable Correspondences

Several letters stand out in the collection for their content and context:

The Diana and Nancy Exchange

In a series of letters between Diana and Nancy, the sisters often debated political issues.
Nancy’s sharp critiques of Diana’s choices, particularly her marriage to Mosley, were met
with Diana’s defensive and often sarcastic responses. This exchange highlights the tension
between family loyalty and personal beliefs, showcasing how their differing ideologies
affected their relationship.

Jessica’s Political Letters

Jessica’s letters often included fervent discussions about socialism and her disapproval of
her sisters’ political choices. Her passionate writings about her activism and social justice
issues provide insight into the ideological divide within the family. Jessica’s letters often
urged her sisters to reconsider their views, illustrating her commitment to her beliefs,
even at the cost of familial harmony.

Unity’s Adoration of Hitler

Unity’s letters reveal her infatuation with Hitler and her fascination with fascism. These
letters, often filled with admiration, alarmed her sisters, particularly Jessica and Nancy,
who were deeply concerned about the implications of Unity’s beliefs. The reactions to
Unity’s letters showcase the family’s attempts to grapple with her controversial views
while trying to maintain family ties.



The Impact of Historical Context

The letters were written during a time of significant political upheaval, including the rise
of fascism in Europe and the onset of World War II. The sisters’ differing responses to
these events reflect their individual beliefs and the larger societal currents at play.

1. World War II: The war created a backdrop of tension and uncertainty for the Mitford
family. Diana’s connection to Mosley and his political activities put her at odds with her
sisters, particularly Nancy and Jessica, who were vocal opponents of fascism.

2. Social Change: The letters also reflect the changing social landscape of the mid-20th
century. The sisters navigated issues of class, gender, and identity, with their discussions
often mirroring broader societal debates.

3. Literary Influence: Many of the sisters were writers, and their correspondence is often
tinged with literary references and styles. This literary quality not only makes their letters
engaging but also serves as a testament to their intellectual prowess.

Enduring Legacy of the Mitford Letters

The correspondence between the Mitford sisters has left an indelible mark on literary and
historical discourse. Their letters serve as a valuable resource for understanding the
complexities of family dynamics, social class, and political ideology in 20th-century Britain.

1. Cultural Reflection: The letters provide a cultural reflection of the time, offering insight
into the lives of the British aristocracy and their struggles with modernity.

2. Character Studies: Each sister’s unique voice and perspective allow for rich character
studies that continue to fascinate scholars, writers, and readers alike.

3. Historical Insight: The correspondence acts as a historical document, illustrating the
impact of political ideologies on personal relationships and the ways in which family can
be both a source of support and conflict.

Conclusion

The Mitfords' letters between sisters are more than mere correspondence; they are a
window into the lives of six remarkable women navigating a tumultuous era. Through their
exchanges, we gain insight into their personalities, beliefs, and the intricate relationships
that defined their family. The letters capture the essence of a time marked by political
strife, social change, and personal conflict, leaving a legacy that continues to resonate
today. As we delve into their correspondence, we are reminded of the timeless themes of
love, loyalty, and the complexities of human relationships that transcend generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Mitfords: Letters
Between Sisters'?

The main theme of the book revolves around the complexities of family relationships,
particularly the bonds and rivalries among the Mitford sisters, as well as their contrasting
political beliefs and lifestyles.

Who are the Mitford sisters featured in the letters?

The Mitford sisters include Nancy, Pamela, Diana, Unity, Jessica, and Debo, each with
distinct personalities and life choices, contributing to the rich correspondence between
them.

How do the letters reflect the historical context of their
time?

The letters provide insight into the social and political landscape of the 20th century,
showcasing the sisters' reactions to events like World War II, their differing political
affiliations, and their personal experiences during significant historical moments.

What is the significance of humor in the letters?

Humor plays a crucial role in the letters, serving as a coping mechanism and a way to
maintain familial bonds despite the sisters' ideological differences and personal struggles.

How does the book illustrate the contrast between the
sisters' lifestyles?

The book highlights the stark contrasts through their life choices, such as Jessica's
commitment to socialism and activism, Diana's association with fascism, and Nancy's
literary success, reflecting their diverse paths and values.

What impact did the published letters have on the
perception of the Mitford sisters?

The publication of the letters has contributed to a more nuanced understanding of the
sisters, revealing their intimate thoughts, vulnerabilities, and the depth of their
relationships, which challenges some of the stereotypes surrounding them.

Are there any notable anecdotes or stories shared in the
letters?

Yes, the letters include numerous anecdotes that illustrate the sisters' unique
personalities, such as their childhood adventures, experiences during the war, and candid
reflections on love and loss, making the correspondence engaging and relatable.
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