
The Glory Field By Walter Dean Myers

The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers is a powerful novel that spans generations,
exploring the African American experience through the lens of a single family. This
poignant story weaves together themes of heritage, struggle, and resilience, making it a
vital read for young adults and adults alike. Myers, an acclaimed author known for his
impactful storytelling, crafts a narrative that not only entertains but also educates readers
about the historical context of African American life in the United States.

Overview of the Novel

The Glory Field follows the lives of the Lewis family, starting from the 18th century, when
they are captured and brought to America as slaves. The novel is divided into sections,
each representing a different time period, showcasing the family's journey through
adversity, triumph, and the quest for identity. The story takes place in the fictional town of
Glory Field, which serves as both a physical and symbolic home for the Lewis family.

Structure and Themes

Walter Dean Myers employs a unique structure in The Glory Field, presenting the story
through multiple generations. This approach allows readers to witness the long-lasting
impact of historical events on the family's lineage. Key themes explored in the novel
include:



Heritage and Identity: The importance of knowing one’s roots is a central theme,
as the characters grapple with their histories and strive to maintain connections to
their ancestors.

Struggles and Resilience: The novel illustrates the various struggles faced by the
Lewis family, from slavery to modern-day challenges, showcasing their resilience and
determination to overcome obstacles.

Community and Family: The bond among family members and the larger
community plays a crucial role in the characters' lives, highlighting the strength
found in unity.

Social Justice: The narrative touches on issues of racism, inequality, and the fight
for civil rights, encouraging readers to reflect on these ongoing societal challenges.

Character Analysis

The Glory Field features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to the overarching
narrative. Some of the most notable characters include:

1. Muhammad
Muhammad is a pivotal character, representing the family's origins. He is captured from
Africa and sold into slavery, setting the stage for the family's struggles. His strength,
courage, and determination to survive despite the odds are inspiring and serve as a
foundation for future generations.

2. Lizzy
Lizzy is a strong-willed character who faces significant challenges during her life as a
slave. Her journey reflects the resilience of women in the face of adversity, and her desire
for freedom is a driving force in the narrative.

3. Abby
Abby is a modern descendant of Muhammad and Lizzy, navigating the complexities of
contemporary life while grappling with her family's history. Her character embodies the
ongoing search for identity and belonging, resonating with young readers who may be
facing similar questions.



4. Jeremy
Jeremy is another modern character who represents the intersection of race and privilege.
His friendship with Abby challenges societal norms and encourages dialogue about race
relations, adding depth to the story.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of The Glory Field is essential for appreciating its
significance. The novel spans over 200 years, covering critical events in American history,
such as:

Slavery: The novel begins in the 18th century, during the transatlantic slave trade,1.
highlighting the brutal realities faced by enslaved Africans.

The Civil War: The struggles for freedom and equality are emphasized during this2.
period, showcasing the sacrifices made by many African Americans.

The Civil Rights Movement: The narrative touches upon the fight for civil rights in3.
the 1960s, illustrating the ongoing battle against racism and discrimination.

Modern-Day Challenges: The novel concludes in contemporary times, addressing4.
issues such as systemic racism and the importance of social justice.

Impact and Legacy

The Glory Field has had a significant impact on readers and educators alike. It serves as
an important educational tool in classrooms, allowing discussions around history, race,
and identity. The novel has received numerous accolades, including being named a
Coretta Scott King Honor Book, and it continues to resonate with audiences today.

Why Read The Glory Field?

There are several compelling reasons to read The Glory Field:

Engaging Storytelling: Walter Dean Myers is known for his captivating writing
style, making the novel a compelling read.

Educational Value: The historical context provides readers with a deeper
understanding of African American history and its relevance today.



Relatable Themes: The themes of family, identity, and resilience are universal,
appealing to a wide audience.

Encourages Dialogue: The novel sparks important conversations about race,
history, and social justice, making it a valuable resource for educators and book
clubs.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers is an essential read that explores
the rich tapestry of African American history through the lens of one family's journey. With
its multi-generational narrative, strong character development, and relevant themes, the
novel not only tells a story but also educates and inspires. As readers navigate the
complexities of identity and heritage, Myers' work serves as a reminder of the enduring
strength of the human spirit in the face of adversity. Whether for personal enjoyment or
educational purposes, The Glory Field is a remarkable literary achievement that deserves
a place on everyone's bookshelf.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Glory Field'?
The main themes include family heritage, the struggle for freedom, resilience, and the
impact of history on personal identity.

How does 'The Glory Field' address the concept of
generational trauma?
The novel illustrates generational trauma through the experiences of the Lewis family,
showcasing how the legacy of slavery and racism affects each generation.

Who are the main characters in 'The Glory Field'?
Key characters include Muhammad, who is captured and sold into slavery, and his
descendants, including their struggles and triumphs across different time periods.

What is the significance of the land in 'The Glory Field'?
The land symbolizes hope, heritage, and resilience, serving as a physical and emotional
connection to the family's past and a place of belonging.

How does Walter Dean Myers use historical context in



the novel?
Myers incorporates historical events and social issues, such as slavery, the Civil Rights
Movement, and contemporary racial tensions, to provide depth and authenticity to the
characters' experiences.

What narrative techniques does Myers use in 'The Glory
Field'?
Myers employs a multi-generational narrative structure, alternating perspectives and
timelines to connect the past with the present and highlight the continuity of the family
story.

What role does community play in 'The Glory Field'?
Community is depicted as a source of strength and support, illustrating how the
characters rely on one another through adversity and celebrate their shared heritage.

What can readers learn about resilience from 'The Glory
Field'?
Readers can learn that resilience is rooted in understanding one's history and identity, and
that overcoming challenges often requires a strong sense of community and family ties.

How does 'The Glory Field' reflect the African American
experience?
The novel encapsulates the African American experience by portraying the struggles,
triumphs, and rich cultural heritage of a family over centuries, emphasizing both pain and
hope.

What impact does 'The Glory Field' have on discussions
about race and identity?
The book fosters critical discussions about race, identity, and the importance of
acknowledging and understanding historical injustices in order to move forward.
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