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THE GREAT GATSBY CHAPTER QUESTIONS

Use these questions to guide your reading.

Chapter |

1. How does Mick describe himsell of the beginning of the book?

2. Why has Nick come io the East?

3, How does Migk describe Tom Buchanan?

4, Who & Jondan Baker? What does Mick find appealing about her?

5. How does Daisy resct 1o the phone calls from Tom's woman in Mew York™

6, 'What is Gatshy ﬂu‘ing when Mick first sees him?

T. Wotice how many times Fitegerald wees the words. hope, or dream. Why does he do this?

e

. Mick starts the novel by relaying his father’s advice "Whenever vou fieel like criticieing
anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the sdvaniages thal you've
had.™ Doees he reserve judgment i ithe novel?

9. Pay attention fo time. What is the day and year during the first sceme at Daisy’s house?

10, Describe Mick. What facts do vou know about him, and what do vou infer about him? What
kind of n namator do vou think he will be?

11 What image does the suthor use to deseribe Jordan Baker? What does it mean™

12, How does Nick react 1o Jordan?

13, What does Tom's behavior reveal about his character?

Chapter 11

I, How does Nigk meet Tom's mistress?

2, How does Myrtle react o Tom's amival?

3. Describe George Wilson. How does he react to Tom's arival?

4. How does Myrtle behave as the parny progresses?

5. Why, according to Cathenine, has Tom nof befit Daisy to marry Myrtle?

6, Why did Tom break Mynle's nose? How is this consistent with the author’s deseription of him
i

Chapier I7 Judging by his treatment of Myrile and his wife Daisy, what seems 1o be Tom's
antitude

toward women?

T. Describe the “valley of ashes,™ What does it book like and what does it represent?

8, Descobe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle, Do they seem to it ino the setting?

9, What more have you leamed about Nick in this chapter? s he similar or different than the
people he

spends has time wath?

Chapter 111

1. Why does Gatsby throw huge, expensive partics for people he does not even know?

. Diesenbe the two ways in which Nick differs from the other guests at the pary?

. What does the owl-cyed man find extraordinary about the books in Gatshy's library?

. Why does the owl-eved man describe Gatsby as a real Belasco™

. What is the significance of the owl eyed man?

. What does the reaction of the drivers of the wrecked sutomobile sugpest about the values of
Gatshy's guests?

T, What does Nick leam abowt Jordan after he"s spent some time with her?

&, What is the significance of Jordan's lies?

9, Pay attention o ?x'iu;.’n:'n'.jml_g_nn.-n.lt.. What do they reveal show his chamacter that be does this

s e e b

The Great Gatsby Chapter 7 Questions delve into one of the most pivotal sections of F. Scott Fitzgerald's
classic novel. This chapter marks a significant turning point in the narrative, revealing the complexities of
the characters' relationships and the overarching themes of disillusionment and the American Dream.
Understanding the questions related to this chapter can enhance readers' comprehension of the text and its
deeper meanings. In this article, we will explore key questions that arise from Chapter 7, analyze their

implications, and discuss the themes they illuminate.

Summary of Chapter 7

Before diving into the questions, it's essential to summarize Chapter 7. The chapter begins in the heat of



summer, with Gatsby's mansion remaining quiet as he refrains from throwing parties, a stark contrast to
previous chapters. The tension between Gatsby, Daisy, Tom Buchanan, and Nick Carraway escalates as
they gather for a fateful meeting in New York City. This chapter reveals the cracks in Gatsby and Daisy’s

relationship and highlights Tom's possessiveness and arrogance.
Key events include:

- Gatsby's decision to stop throwing parties, indicating his desire to win Daisy’s love.

- The confrontation between Gatsby and Tom at the Plaza Hotel, where tensions reach a breaking point.

- Daisy’s internal conflict regarding her feelings for Gatsby and Tom.

- The symbolic significance of the heat and the oppressive atmosphere reflecting the emotional turmoil of

the characters.

Key Questions and Analysis

As we analyze Chapter 7, several questions arise that can lead to a deeper understanding of its themes and

character motivations.

1. Why does Gatsby stop throwing his lavish parties?

Gatsby's decision to cease his extravagant parties marks a significant shift in his character. This change

reflects his growing obsession with Daisy and his belief that the parties were primarily for her.

- Implication: This decision underscores Gatsby's desire to recreate the past, as he believes that eliminating
distractions will bring Daisy closer to him.
- Theme: The idea of the American Dream is further explored here; Gatsby's dream is not merely about

wealth but about love and acceptance.

2. How does the setting contribute to the tension in this chapter?

The oppressive summer heat in New York serves as a metaphor for the rising tensions among the

characters.

- Symbolism: The heat symbolizes the emotional intensity and discomfort in their relationships. As the
temperature rises, so does the conflict, culminating in the confrontation at the Plaza Hotel.
- Foreshadowing: The stifling atmosphere foreshadows the explosive confrontation that occurs later in the

chapter.



3. What is the significance of the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom?

The confrontation in the Plaza Hotel is a turning point in the narrative, revealing the power dynamics

between the characters.
- Character Revelation: Tom's arrogance and sense of entitlement are fully exposed during this
confrontation. He challenges Gatsby’s status and questions his background and legitimacy.

- Daisy's Role: Daisy's indecision becomes evident, highlighting her internal struggle between her love for

Gatsby and her loyalty to Tom.

4. How does Daisy's character evolve in this chapter?

Daisy's character is complex and multifaceted, and Chapter 7 reveals her conflicting emotions.
- Conflict: Daisy is torn between her past with Gatsby and her present with Tom. Her inability to choose a
side reflects her deeper struggles with identity and societal expectations.

- Symbol of the American Dream: Daisy embodies the elusive nature of the American Dream, representing

beauty and wealth but also the emptiness and disillusionment that accompany it.

5. What role does Nick Carraway play in this chapter?

Nick serves as the moral compass and narrator, providing insight into the events and characters.

- Observer: Nick’s perspective is crucial for understanding the dynamics at play. His observations reveal the
absurdity of the socialite lifestyle and the moral decay beneath the surface.
- Mediator: Nick attempts to mediate the tensions between Gatsby and Tom, illustrating his role as a bridge

between the different social classes represented in the novel.

Thematic Exploration

Chapter 7 of The Great Gatsby addresses several themes that resonate throughout the novel.

1. The Illusion of the American Dream

Gatsby's pursuit of wealth and status is ultimately tied to his desire for love and acceptance. This chapter

highlights the futility of his dream, as the reality of his situation becomes increasingly apparent.



- Disillusionment: The characters’ interactions reflect a disillusionment with the American Dream,

showcasing how wealth cannot buy happiness or genuine relationships.

2. The Role of Social Class

The stark contrast between Gatsby and Tom illustrates the rigid social class structures of the time.

- Class Conflict: Tom's disdain for Gatsby’s background emphasizes the barriers that exist between different

social classes, as well as the prejudices that accompany them.

3. The Complexity of Love

The relationships in Chapter 7 are fraught with complexity, revealing the different motivations driving

each character.
- Love vs. Possession: Gatsby’s idealized love for Daisy contrasts sharply with Tom’s possessive nature,

raising questions about the nature of love itself—whether it is genuine or merely a reflection of societal

expectations.

Discussion Questions for Further Exploration

To facilitate a deeper understanding of Chapter 7, here are some discussion questions:

1. How does Fitzgerald use symbolism to enhance the themes in Chapter 77

2. In what ways do the characters' actions in this chapter foreshadow the novel's tragic ending?
3. What does the chapter reveal about the nature of friendship among the characters?

4. How does the atmosphere of the Plaza Hotel reflect the emotional states of the characters?

5. What commentary does Fitzgerald provide about gender roles through Daisy's character?



Conclusion

In conclusion, Chapter 7 of The Great Gatsby serves as a crucial turning point in the narrative, filled with
tension, conflict, and rich thematic exploration. By examining the key questions related to this chapter,
readers can gain a deeper understanding of the characters, their motivations, and the overarching themes of
the novel. Through Gatsby's pursuit of an unattainable dream and the disillusionment that follows,
Fitzgerald offers a poignant critique of the American Dream and the complexities of love and social class.
Engaging with these questions not only enhances comprehension but also invites readers to reflect on the

enduring relevance of the themes presented in this literary classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event occurs in Chapter 7 that alters the dynamics
between the characters?

In Chapter 7, the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom Buchanan at the Plaza Hotel reveals the truth

about Daisy's feelings and the tension between the characters escalates.

How does the heat in Chapter 7 symbolize the rising tension among the
characters?

The oppressive heat in Chapter 7 symbolizes the escalating tensions and emotions among the characters,

mirroring the conflicts and discomfort they experience during their interactions.

What revelation does Daisy make about her feelings towards Gatsby in
Chapter 7?

Daisy admits that she loves Gatsby, but she also expresses her confusion about her life with Tom and her

past, highlighting her internal conflict between the two men.

How does Tom Buchanan's character reveal himself during the
confrontation in Chapter 7?

Tom Buchanan reveals his aggressive and possessive nature during the confrontation in Chapter 7,

demonstrating his willingness to assert dominance over Gatsby and protect his marriage with Daisy.

‘What does the car accident at the end of Chapter 7 foreshadow?

The car accident at the end of Chapter 7 foreshadows the tragic events to come, highlighting the reckless

behavior and the consequences of the characters' actions as tensions reach a breaking point.



How does Nick Carraway's perspective change in Chapter 7?

In Chapter 7, Nick Carraway's perspective shifts as he becomes increasingly disillusioned with the world of

wealth and privilege, reflecting on the moral decay and emptiness of the characters around him.
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