
The Gift Of The Magi Worksheet

The gift of the magi worksheet is an educational tool designed to enhance the
understanding of O. Henry's classic short story, "The Gift of the Magi." This
profound tale explores themes of love, sacrifice, and the true meaning of
giving, making it a popular choice for literature classes. A worksheet
focused on this story can facilitate comprehension, spark discussion, and
encourage critical thinking among students. In this article, we will delve
into the components of a typical "Gift of the Magi" worksheet, the
significance of the story, and how educators can effectively use this
resource in their classrooms.

Understanding "The Gift of the Magi"

Published in 1905, "The Gift of the Magi" tells the story of a young couple,
Jim and Della, who are deeply in love but financially constrained. As
Christmas approaches, both wish to give the other a special gift. Della sells
her long, beautiful hair to buy a platinum chain for Jim's prized possession,
his watch. Unbeknownst to her, Jim sells his watch to buy a set of combs for
Della's hair. The irony of their sacrifices highlights the themes of love and
selflessness.

Key Themes in "The Gift of the Magi"

Understanding the main themes in the story can greatly enhance students'
comprehension. Here are some key themes to consider:

Love and Sacrifice: The central theme revolves around the extent to



which Jim and Della are willing to go for each other.

Irony: The story's ending illustrates situational irony, where the
outcome is starkly different from what is expected.

Materialism vs. Selflessness: It contrasts material possessions with the
value of love and personal sacrifice.

The True Spirit of Giving: The act of giving is depicted as more
meaningful than the gifts themselves.

By incorporating these themes into the worksheet, educators can encourage
students to think critically about the text and its broader implications.

Components of a "Gift of the Magi Worksheet"

A well-structured worksheet should include several components that guide
students through the analysis of the story. Below is a breakdown of essential
sections commonly found in a "Gift of the Magi" worksheet.

1. Reading Comprehension Questions

These questions assess students' understanding of the plot and character
motivations. Here are some examples:

What sacrifices do Jim and Della make for each other?1.

How does the author use irony in the story?2.

What does the ending of the story reveal about the nature of love?3.

These questions can be used in group discussions or as individual assignments
to reinforce comprehension.

2. Vocabulary Section

Introducing key vocabulary from the text can enhance students' language
skills. A vocabulary section might include words like "platinum," "comb,"
"sacrifice," and "irony." Students can be asked to:

Define each word.

Use the word in a sentence.

Identify synonyms or antonyms.



This section not only builds vocabulary but also deepens students' engagement
with the text.

3. Character Analysis

A character analysis section allows students to explore the personalities and
motivations of Jim and Della. Questions for this section could include:

How do Jim and Della demonstrate their love for one another?1.

What are the key traits of each character? Provide examples from the2.
text.

How do the characters change throughout the story?3.

This analysis can help students understand character development and thematic
elements in literature.

4. Thematic Exploration

A section dedicated to themes encourages students to think critically about
the underlying messages of the story. Possible prompts could include:

Discuss the significance of sacrifice in the story. What does it say
about love?

How does O. Henry portray the concept of wealth and poverty?

What lessons can we learn about giving and receiving?

This encourages students to connect the themes with their own lives and
broader societal issues.

5. Creative Extension Activities

To further engage students, the worksheet can include creative activities.
These may consist of:

Writing a letter from Della to Jim explaining her feelings.1.

Creating a visual representation of the story’s main themes using2.
drawings or digital tools.

Writing an alternative ending to the story that explores a different3.
outcome for Jim and Della.



These activities not only enhance comprehension but also foster creativity
and personal expression.

Using the "Gift of the Magi Worksheet" in the
Classroom

Implementing the "Gift of the Magi" worksheet in the classroom can be done in
several effective ways:

1. Group Discussions

Engaging students in group discussions about their responses to the worksheet
can facilitate deeper understanding. Teachers can guide conversations around
themes, character decisions, and personal reflections on the story.

2. Pair Work

Pairing students to complete sections of the worksheet can encourage
collaboration. Students can share insights and debate interpretations,
fostering critical thinking.

3. Homework Assignments

Parts of the worksheet can be assigned as homework, allowing students to
reflect on the text independently. This can include vocabulary exercises or
thematic essays.

4. Assessment

The worksheet can serve as a formative assessment tool, providing teachers
with insight into students’ understanding and areas that may require further
exploration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the gift of the magi worksheet is a versatile educational
resource that aids in the exploration of O. Henry's timeless story. By
fostering comprehension through reading questions, vocabulary exercises,
character analysis, thematic exploration, and creative activities, educators
can enhance students' literary appreciation and critical thinking skills. As
students engage with the themes of love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of
giving, they can draw connections to their own lives, making "The Gift of the
Magi" a relevant and impactful text for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Gift of the Magi' as
discussed in the worksheet?
The main theme revolves around selfless love and sacrifice, highlighting how
true giving comes from the heart, as both characters sacrifice their most
prized possessions for each other.

How does the worksheet suggest analyzing the
characters' motivations in 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The worksheet suggests examining the characters' backgrounds, their financial
struggles, and the depth of their love to understand their motivations,
showcasing how these factors drive their decisions.

What are some key literary devices identified in the
worksheet that O. Henry uses in the story?
Key literary devices include irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing, with irony
being particularly significant in the ending where the sacrifices lead to an
unexpected outcome.

What questions does the worksheet pose to encourage
critical thinking about the ending of 'The Gift of
the Magi'?
The worksheet poses questions such as 'What does the ending reveal about the
nature of love?' and 'How do the characters' choices reflect the idea of
wealth versus love?'

How can the worksheet be used to enhance
comprehension of 'The Gift of the Magi'?
The worksheet can enhance comprehension by providing guided questions,
summarization tasks, and analysis exercises that encourage deeper engagement
with the text and its themes.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/17-scan/files?trackid=slD22-7280&title=diet-tea-for-weight-loss.pdf

The Gift Of The Magi Worksheet

seek girl怎么下载dlc? - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

https://soc.up.edu.ph/17-scan/files?trackid=slD22-7280&title=diet-tea-for-weight-loss.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/59-cover/pdf?dataid=Djr09-0894&title=the-gift-of-the-magi-worksheet.pdf


如何充值美国苹果itunes礼品卡（iTunes Gift Card）？ - 知乎
如何充值美国苹果itunes礼品卡（iTunes Gift Card）？ 在美国不去实体店能在网上便宜购买美国区苹果礼品卡吗？ 美国区苹果礼品卡网上快速购买教程。 显示全部 关注者
26

steam怎么领取好友赠送的游戏？ - 知乎
在Steam平台上领取好友赠送的游戏是一个简单的过程，具体步骤如下： 接收通知：当你的好友赠送游戏给你时，你会在Steam客户端收到一个通知。这个通知通常会出现在客户端的
右上角， …

有哪位大神知道怎么把微信里的表情包保存至本地？ - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

那时候她还太年轻，不知道所有命运馈赠的礼物，早已在暗中标好 …
这句话的英文版很流行，各种英语quote网站很爱用这句话来做警句： She was still too young to know that life never gives anything
for nothing, and that a price is always exacted for what fate …

staem上饥荒这几个不同价格的都是什么意思啊？ - 知乎
谢邀。 首先你得明白饥荒有单机版和联机版，这两个就是本体游戏。 单机版包含本体游戏和三个 dlc: 巨人国， 海难 和 哈姆雷特，dlc要单独购买才可以玩。联机版就单独一个本体游戏，
背景 …

steam礼物和礼物副本有什么区别？ - 知乎
steam礼物和礼物副本有什么区别？ 在淘宝上找了一家店买游戏，steam发来的邮件标题“You've received a gift copy of the game Black
Myt… 显示全部 关注者 2 被浏览

英文文献如何正确导出为参考文献格式？ - 知乎
英文专业的小伙伴们，还在为论文的参考文献格式苦恼和纠结吗？不必担心，小编都整理好了，实实在在的干货！ 英文参考文献格式一般来说有APA（美国心理学会American
Psychological …

（2025年）23款父亲节礼物推荐！父亲节送什么礼物给爸爸？父亲 …
May 22, 2025 · 找遍全网，想到头秃，终于整理了这23个超实用的礼物送给爸爸！不知道父亲节送什么礼物给爸爸，可以直接抄作业了！

有哪些很骚很污的表情包？ - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

seek girl怎么下载dlc? - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …

如何充值美国苹果itunes礼品卡（iTunes Gift Card）？ - 知乎
如何充值美国苹果itunes礼品卡（iTunes Gift Card）？ 在美国不去实体店能在网上便宜购买美国区苹果礼品卡吗？ 美国区苹果礼品卡网上快速购买教程。 显示全部 关注者
26

steam怎么领取好友赠送的游戏？ - 知乎
在Steam平台上领取好友赠送的游戏是一个简单的过程，具体步骤如下： 接收通知：当你的好友赠送游戏给你时，你会在Steam客户端收到一个通知。这个通知通常会出现在客户端的
右上角， …

有哪位大神知道怎么把微信里的表情包保存至本地？ - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …



那时候她还太年轻，不知道所有命运馈赠的礼物，早已在暗中标好 …
这句话的英文版很流行，各种英语quote网站很爱用这句话来做警句： She was still too young to know that life never gives anything
for nothing, and that a price is always exacted for what fate …

staem上饥荒这几个不同价格的都是什么意思啊？ - 知乎
谢邀。 首先你得明白饥荒有单机版和联机版，这两个就是本体游戏。 单机版包含本体游戏和三个 dlc: 巨人国， 海难 和 哈姆雷特，dlc要单独购买才可以玩。联机版就单独一个本体游戏，
背景 …

steam礼物和礼物副本有什么区别？ - 知乎
steam礼物和礼物副本有什么区别？ 在淘宝上找了一家店买游戏，steam发来的邮件标题“You've received a gift copy of the game Black
Myt… 显示全部 关注者 2 被浏览

英文文献如何正确导出为参考文献格式？ - 知乎
英文专业的小伙伴们，还在为论文的参考文献格式苦恼和纠结吗？不必担心，小编都整理好了，实实在在的干货！ 英文参考文献格式一般来说有APA（美国心理学会American
Psychological …

（2025年）23款父亲节礼物推荐！父亲节送什么礼物给爸爸？父亲 …
May 22, 2025 · 找遍全网，想到头秃，终于整理了这23个超实用的礼物送给爸爸！不知道父亲节送什么礼物给爸爸，可以直接抄作业了！

有哪些很骚很污的表情包？ - 知乎
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业 …
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