The Great West African Kingdoms Worksheet
Answers

African Kingdoms Crossword
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4. An ancient trade route that was ruled by
the Ghana,

3. A continent with ancient empires such as
the Ghana or mali.

6. An ancient African empire that rose to
power after the decline of the Malian empire.
9. An animal that is nick-named “ships of the
desert™.

10. A mineral that was highly valued in

Down

1. An ancient African kingdom that was
located in modern day Nigeria.

2. An ancient African empire that prospered
on the decline of the Ghana empire.

3. An African desert that was filled with
ancient trade routes.

7. An ancient African kingdom that has a
modern day country of the same name.

B. A prechous metal that 15 very htﬂ“‘f.

anchent Africa.

Ward Bank

Salt Gold Ghana

Mali Kush Camnel

Songhai sahara Desert Trans-Saharan Trade Route
Africa

The Great West African Kingdoms worksheet answers provide a fascinating insight into the rich
history and cultural heritage of West Africa. This region was home to several powerful kingdoms that
flourished between the 9th and 16th centuries. Understanding these kingdoms is essential for
grasping the complexities of African history and the influence of trade, culture, and politics in shaping
modern West Africa. This article will delve into the prominent West African kingdoms, their
contributions to civilization, and the lasting legacy they left behind.

Overview of the Great West African Kingdoms

West Africa was characterized by a number of influential kingdoms that rose to prominence due to
their strategic locations along trade routes. The three most notable kingdoms were:



¢ Ghana
e Mali

e Songhai

These kingdoms were not only centers of trade but also hubs of learning, culture, and political power.

The Kingdom of Ghana

The Kingdom of Ghana, often referred to as the "Gold Coast," was one of the earliest and most
significant kingdoms in West Africa. It thrived from approximately the 6th to the 13th century. Here
are some key points about the Kingdom of Ghana:

1. Location: Situated between the Sahara Desert and the West African forests, the kingdom
strategically controlled trade routes.

2. Economy: The economy was primarily based on the trade of gold, salt, and other goods. Ghana's
wealth from gold trade attracted traders from across the Sahara, including the Arabs.

3. Government: The king held absolute power and was assisted by a council of nobles. The kingdom
was divided into provinces, each governed by local chiefs.

4. Culture: The kingdom was known for its rich culture, including music, art, and oral traditions.
Islamic influence began to permeate the culture during this period.

The Kingdom of Mali

Following the decline of Ghana, the Kingdom of Mali rose to prominence around the 13th century and
lasted until the 16th century. It became one of the largest empires in West Africa, renowned for its
wealth and cultural advancements.

1. Founder: Sundiata Keita, the legendary founder, established the kingdom and laid the groundwork
for its prosperity.

2. Economy: Mali's economy was heavily based on agriculture, trade, and the rich gold mines situated
within its borders. The famous city of Timbuktu emerged as a vital trading hub and a center of
learning.

3. Leadership: Mansa Musa, perhaps the most famous ruler of Mali, is known for his pilgrimage to
Mecca and his immense wealth. His reign is often cited as the peak of Mali's power.

4. Cultural Achievements: Under Mansa Musa, Mali became a center for Islamic learning, attracting
scholars and artists from across the Muslim world. The construction of universities and mosques,
particularly in Timbuktu, marked the kingdom’s cultural legacy.

The Kingdom of Songhai

The Kingdom of Songhai emerged in the 15th century, becoming the largest of the three kingdoms. At
its height, it controlled a vast territory that included parts of modern-day Mali, Niger, and Nigeria.



1. Expansion: Songhai expanded through military conquests, absorbing territories and cities, including
the important trading cities of Timbuktu and Gao.

2. Economy: Like its predecessors, Songhai thrived on trade, particularly in gold and salt. The
kingdom became a crucial player in trans-Saharan trade networks.

3. Governance: The Songhai Empire was known for its organized administrative structure, with
provinces governed by appointed officials. Sunni Ali and Askia Muhammad were two notable leaders
who contributed to the empire's strength.

4. Cultural Contributions: The Songhai Empire continued the tradition of scholarship and culture, with
Timbuktu remaining a leading center for education and the arts.

Key Contributions of the Great West African Kingdoms

The great West African kingdoms made significant contributions to various aspects of civilization,
which can still be seen today.

Trade and Economy

The kingdoms played a crucial role in establishing trade networks that connected West Africa to the
Mediterranean and beyond. Key aspects include:

- Gold and Salt Trade: These commodities were highly valued, leading to wealth accumulation and the
establishment of trade routes that facilitated cultural exchanges.

- Cultural Exchange: The movement of traders also led to the exchange of ideas, languages, and
cultures between Africa and the Arab world.

Cultural and Intellectual Legacy

The great West African kingdoms were not only economic powerhouses but also centers of culture
and learning.

- Education: Centers such as Timbuktu became renowned for their universities and libraries, attracting
scholars from across the Islamic world.

- Art and Architecture: The kingdoms produced remarkable works of art, architecture, and literature,
reflecting the rich cultural heritage of the region.

Political Structures and Governance

The political systems established in these kingdoms laid the groundwork for governance in the region.

- Centralized Authority: Strong centralized governments allowed for effective administration and
control over vast territories.

- Legal Systems: The integration of Islamic law influenced the legal frameworks of these kingdoms,
promoting justice and order.



The Decline of the Great West African Kingdoms

Despite their immense power and influence, the great West African kingdoms eventually faced
decline due to several factors:

1. Internal Strife: Power struggles and civil wars weakened the kingdoms from within, leading to
instability.

2. External Pressures: The arrival of European powers and the transatlantic slave trade disrupted
traditional trade routes and economies.

3. Colonialism: The eventual colonization of West Africa by European powers led to the dismantling of
these once-thriving kingdoms.

Conclusion

The great West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai represent a significant chapter in
African history. Their contributions to trade, culture, and governance have shaped the continent's
past and continue to influence its present. Understanding the answers to worksheets about these
kingdoms can enhance one’s appreciation of their role in global history and the interconnectedness of
cultures. As we reflect on their legacies, we recognize the importance of preserving and celebrating
this rich heritage for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main kingdoms of West Africa during the
medieval period?

The main kingdoms of West Africa during the medieval period include the Ghana Empire, Mali Empire,
and Songhai Empire.

What role did trade play in the development of the West
African kingdoms?

Trade was crucial for the development of the West African kingdoms as it facilitated the exchange of
gold, salt, and other goods, leading to wealth and power.

How did the geography of West Africa influence the growth of
these kingdoms?

The geography of West Africa, with its rich natural resources and strategic trade routes, allowed for
the establishment of prosperous kingdoms that thrived on commerce.

What was the significance of the trans-Saharan trade routes



for West African kingdoms?

The trans-Saharan trade routes were significant for West African kingdoms as they connected them to
North Africa and beyond, enhancing trade and cultural exchange.

Who was Mansa Musa and why is he important in West African
history?

Mansa Musa was the ruler of the Mali Empire and is important in West African history for his wealth
and the pilgrimage to Mecca that showcased Mali's prosperity.

What cultural impacts did the West African kingdoms have on
the region?

The West African kingdoms had significant cultural impacts, including the spread of Islam,
advancements in education, and the development of rich artistic traditions.

How did the decline of the great West African kingdoms
occur?

The decline of the great West African kingdoms occurred due to factors such as internal strife, the rise
of neighboring powers, and the impacts of European colonization.

What lessons can modern societies learn from the history of
the West African kingdoms?

Modern societies can learn about the importance of trade, cultural exchange, and governance from
the history of the West African kingdoms.
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