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The Great Gatsby Literature Guide Answers serve as a valuable resource for students,
educators, and literature enthusiasts seeking to delve deeper into F. Scott Fitzgerald's iconic novel.
Published in 1925, "The Great Gatsby" explores themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream
during the Roaring Twenties. This literature guide aims to provide comprehensive answers to common
questions, analyses of key themes, character breakdowns, and discussion points that can enhance
understanding and appreciation of the text.

Overview of "The Great Gatsby"

"The Great Gatsby" is narrated by Nick Carraway, a Yale graduate and World War | veteran who
moves to West Egg, Long Island. The novel is set against the backdrop of the Jazz Age, a period
characterized by economic prosperity, social upheaval, and cultural change. The story revolves
around the enigmatic millionaire Jay Gatsby and his obsession with the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, a
symbol of wealth and status.

Key Themes

1. The American Dream:

- The novel critiques the idea of the American Dream, suggesting that it is not attainable for everyone
and that it often leads to disillusionment.

- Gatsby's rise from humble beginnings to immense wealth illustrates the pursuit of this dream, but
his eventual downfall reveals its hollowness.



2. Class and Society:

- Fitzgerald contrasts the old money of East Egg with the new money of West Egg, highlighting class
distinctions and the superficiality of wealth.

- The characters' interactions reveal the rigid social hierarchy of the time and the moral decay hidden
beneath the glamour.

3. Love and Relationships:

- The novel examines various forms of love, including romantic love, friendship, and infatuation.

- Gatsby's unrelenting love for Daisy ultimately leads to tragedy, reflecting the sometimes destructive
nature of romantic obsession.

4. Identity and Self-Invention:

- Gatsby represents the idea of self-invention, having transformed himself from James Gatz into the
wealthy Jay Gatsby.

- The characters’ struggles with identity question the authenticity of their personas and the roles they
adopt in society.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Great Gatsby" is crucial for grasping the novel's themes and
messages.

Jay Gatsby

- Background: Born James Gatz, Gatsby rises from poverty to wealth through dubious means, driven
by his desire for Daisy Buchanan.

- Traits: Charismatic, hopeful, and ultimately tragic, Gatsby embodies the novel's critique of the
American Dream.

- Symbolism: Represents the idea of aspiration and the illusion of the American Dream.

Nick Carraway

- Role: As the narrator, Nick provides a moral lens through which the story is viewed.
- Traits: Honest, observant, and often conflicted about the actions of those around him.
- Symbolism: Represents the voice of reason amidst the chaos of the Jazz Age.

Daisy Buchanan

- Background: A beautiful and wealthy woman, Daisy is the object of Gatsby's affection, representing
both desire and disillusionment.

- Traits: Enigmatic, shallow, and ultimately self-serving; she embodies the emptiness of wealth.

- Symbolism: Represents the unattainable ideal and the destructive nature of love.



Tom Buchanan

- Background: Daisy's wealthy, arrogant husband, Tom represents the old money elite and their moral
decay.

- Traits: Racist, aggressive, and controlling; he serves as an antagonist to Gatsby.

- Symbolism: Embodies the corruption and entitlement of the American upper class.

Jordan Baker

- Background: A professional golfer and friend of Daisy, Jordan becomes romantically involved with
Nick.

- Traits: Cynical, dishonest, and self-centered; she reflects the moral ambiguity of the era.

- Symbolism: Represents the modern woman of the 1920s, challenging traditional gender roles.

Plot Summary

The plot of "The Great Gatsby" unfolds through Nick Carraway's perspective, capturing the events
leading to Gatsby's tragic demise.

1. Introduction: Nick moves to West Egg and becomes acquainted with his mysterious neighbor, Jay
Gatsby.

2. The Reunion: Nick arranges a meeting between Gatsby and Daisy, reigniting their past romance.
3. Conflict: Tensions rise between Gatsby and Tom Buchanan, leading to a confrontation in New York
City.

4. Tragedy: After a series of misunderstandings and a tragic accident, Gatsby is left to face the
consequences of his obsession.

5. Resolution: In the aftermath, Nick reflects on the emptiness of the American Dream and the moral
decay of society.

Important Symbols

Symbols play a significant role in conveying the novel's themes. Here are some key symbols:

- The Green Light: Represents Gatsby's unattainable dreams and hope for the future, particularly his
desire for Daisy.

- The Valley of Ashes: Symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the uninhibited pursuit of
wealth, standing in stark contrast to the opulence of Gatsby's parties.

- The Eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg: Often interpreted as the eyes of God or a moral observer, these eyes
reflect the emptiness of the American Dream and the loss of spiritual values.

Discussion Questions

Here are some thought-provoking questions to consider when analyzing "The Great Gatsby":



1. What does Gatsby's character reveal about the nature of the American Dream?
- Explore how Gatsby's pursuit of wealth and status ultimately leads to his downfall.

2. How does Fitzgerald use symbolism to enhance the themes of the novel?
- Consider the significance of the green light, the valley of ashes, and the eyes of Dr. T.). Eckleburg.

3. In what ways does Nick Carraway serve as a reliable or unreliable narrator?
- Discuss how Nick's perspective shapes the reader's understanding of the other characters and
events.

4. What role does social class play in the relationships between characters?
- Analyze how class distinctions influence the dynamics between Gatsby, Tom, Daisy, and others.

5. How does the setting of the 1920s impact the characters and their choices?
- Reflect on the historical context of the Jazz Age and its influence on the novel's themes.

Conclusion

"The Great Gatsby" remains a pivotal work in American literature, offering profound insights into the
complexities of human desire, societal expectations, and the pursuit of the American Dream. The
literature guide answers provided in this article serve as a foundation for deeper analysis and
understanding of the novel's rich themes, characters, and symbols. Whether for academic study or
personal reflection, engaging with these elements can enhance appreciation for Fitzgerald's masterful
storytelling and the enduring relevance of his work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Great Gatsbhy'?

The main themes include the American Dream, social class, love and relationships, and the moral
decay of society.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald use symbolism in 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Fitzgerald uses symbols like the green light, the valley of ashes, and the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg to
convey deeper meanings about hope, decay, and the illusion of the American Dream.

Who is the narrator of 'The Great Gatsby' and what is their
significance?

The narrator is Nick Carraway, who provides a unique perspective on the events and characters while
also reflecting on the themes of judgment and morality.



What role does social class play in 'The Great Gatsby'?

Social class is a crucial element that drives the characters' interactions and ambitions, highlighting
the divide between old money (East Egg) and new money (West Egg).

Can you explain the significance of the green light in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

The green light represents Gatsby's unattainable dreams and the hope for a future with Daisy,
symbolizing the broader pursuit of the American Dream.

What is the importance of the setting in 'The Great Gatsby'?

The setting, primarily in the 1920s Jazz Age America, reflects the era's social dynamics, excess, and
the contrast between wealth and moral decay.

How does the character of Jay Gatsby embody the American
Dream?

Jay Gatsby represents the American Dream through his rise from humble beginnings to immense
wealth, yet his tragic pursuit of love reveals the dream's inherent flaws.

What is the role of women in 'The Great Gatsby'?

Women in the novel, such as Daisy Buchanan and Jordan Baker, reflect the complexities of gender
roles, often trapped in societal expectations while also seeking independence.

How does the ending of 'The Great Gatsby' contribute to its
overall message?

The ending underscores the futility of Gatsby's dreams and the disillusionment with the American
Dream, leaving readers to reflect on the pursuit of unattainable ideals.
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