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The first apology of Justin is a seminal work in early Christian literature, penned by Justin Martyr
around the year 155 AD. This text not only provides insights into the beliefs and practices of early
Christians but also serves as a defense against the accusations leveled against them by the Roman
authorities. Through this apology, Justin aimed to clarify misunderstandings and articulate the moral
and philosophical underpinnings of the Christian faith. This article delves into the context, content, and
significance of Justin's first apology, illustrating how it shaped the early Church and its relationship with

the Roman Empire.

Historical Context

The Life of Justin Martyr

Justin Martyr was born around 100 AD in Flavia Neapolis, a city in Samaria. He came from a pagan
background and was well-educated in philosophy, studying under various schools, including Stoicism
and Platonism. His conversion to Christianity, which he described as finding the "true philosophy," was

a turning point that inspired him to defend the faith he embraced.



- Key milestones in Justin Martyr's life:

1. Birth in Flavia Neapolis around 100 AD.

2. Education in various philosophical schools.
3. Conversion to Christianity in his early thirties.

4. Establishment of a Christian school in Rome.

The Roman Empire and Christianity

During Justin's lifetime, Christianity was still a relatively new religion, often viewed with suspicion by
the Roman authorities. Christians faced persecution, and their beliefs were frequently misunderstood.

The Roman Empire was characterized by:

- A polytheistic belief system that regarded the emperor as a divine figure.

- A strong emphasis on public rituals and sacrifices to the gods.

- Widespread misconceptions about Christian practices, including accusations of atheism and immoral

behavior.

In this context, Justin's first apology sought to address these misconceptions and demonstrate the

compatibility of Christian beliefs with philosophical reasoning.

Content of the First Apology

The first apology is structured as a formal defense of the Christian faith and addresses various topics

relevant to the early Church and its critics.

Structure and Themes



The first apology is divided into several sections, each tackling different aspects of Christian doctrine,

ethics, and practice. Key themes include:

1. Defense of Christianity: Justin articulates the rational basis for Christian beliefs and challenges the
accusations against Christians.

2. Philosophy and Faith: He argues that true philosophy leads to the recognition of the truth found in
Christ.

3. Moral Teachings: Justin emphasizes the ethical teachings of Christianity, advocating for a life of
virtue and moral integrity.

4. Worship and Sacraments: He describes Christian worship practices, including the Eucharist, aiming

to clarify misconceptions surrounding these rituals.

Key Arguments and Points

Justin employs a range of arguments to defend Christianity, some of which include:

- Christianity as the Fulfillment of Philosophy: He contends that the moral teachings of the
philosophers are ultimately fulfilled in the teachings of Christ, positioning Christianity as the true
philosophy.

- Rational Defense Against Accusations: Justin systematically addresses the charges of atheism and
immorality, arguing that Christians are, in fact, the most virtuous citizens.

- The Role of Prophecy: He emphasizes the prophetic nature of the Old Testament and its fulfilment in
Christ, asserting that this prophetic tradition is evidence of the divine truth of Christianity.

- Call for Justice: Justin appeals to the Roman authorities, asking for fair treatment of Christians,

highlighting their contributions to society as law-abiding and moral individuals.

Significance of the First Apology



Impact on Early Christianity

The first apology had a profound impact on the development of early Christian thought and practice. Its

significance can be understood through several lenses:

1. Intellectual Defense: Justin's work provided an intellectual framework for defending the faith,
encouraging future apologists to engage with philosophical and cultural critiques.

2. Dialogue with Pagan Culture: By presenting Christianity as a legitimate philosophy, Justin fostered
dialogue between Christians and the broader Greco-Roman culture, helping to bridge the gap between
the two.

3. Foundation for Subsequent Apologies: Justin's first apology set a precedent for later apologists,
such as Tertullian and Augustine, who would build upon his arguments and methodologies.

4. Influence on Church Doctrine: The themes addressed in the first apology contributed to the
development of early Christian doctrine, particularly concerning the relationship between faith and

reason.

Legacy and Reception

The first apology has been preserved through various manuscripts and is considered one of the

foundational texts of early Christian literature. Its reception can be summarized as follows:

- Early Church Recognition: Justin's works were highly regarded by early Church Fathers, who
recognized his contributions to Christian thought.

- Influence on Christian Martyrdom: His defense of the faith inspired many Christians facing
persecution, reinforcing the idea of martyrdom as a testimony to the truth of Christianity.

- Continued Relevance: Modern scholars continue to study the first apology to gain insights into early

Christian beliefs and the socio-political landscape of the Roman Empire.



Conclusion

In summary, the first apology of Justin stands as a monumental work that not only articulates the
beliefs of early Christians but also serves as a powerful defense against the accusations they faced.
Through logical reasoning and philosophical discourse, Justin Martyr effectively bridged the gap
between faith and reason, positioning Christianity as a legitimate worldview within the context of the
Roman Empire. His legacy continues to influence Christian thought and apologetics, underscoring the
importance of intellectual engagement in the pursuit of truth. The first apology remains a vital text for

understanding the early Church and its enduring impact on the history of Christianity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The First Apology of Justin'?

"The First Apology of Justin' is an early Christian text written by St. Justin Martyr in the 2nd century,

addressing the Roman Emperor and explaining Christian beliefs.

Why did Justin Martyr write 'The First Apology'?

Justin wrote 'The First Apology' to defend Christians against accusations of atheism and immorality,

and to explain the philosophical foundations of Christianity.

What key themes are presented in 'The First Apology'?

Key themes include the rationality of faith, the relationship between philosophy and Christianity, and
the moral integrity of Christians.

How does Justin Martyr address misconceptions about Christians in
his apology?

Justin refutes common misconceptions by arguing that Christians lead virtuous lives, practice love and



charity, and seek truth and justice.

What is the significance of 'The First Apology' in Christian literature?

"The First Apology' is significant as one of the earliest defenses of Christianity, influencing later

apologetic works and establishing a precedent for dialogue between faith and reason.

How does Justin Martyr use philosophy in 'The First Apology'?

Justin incorporates elements of Greek philosophy to articulate Christian doctrine, arguing that Christ is

the fulfillment of philosophical truths.

What impact did 'The First Apology' have on the relationship between

Christians and the Roman Empire?

The apology aimed to foster understanding and tolerance, ultimately contributing to a gradual shift in

the perception of Christians within the Roman Empire.

Are there any notable quotes from 'The First Apology'?

Yes, one notable quote is, 'We have been taught that Christ is the firstborn of God, and we have made

Him our Savior.' This encapsulates Justin's view of Christ's divinity and role in salvation.
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