
The Great Gatsby Film Analysis

The Great Gatsby film analysis provides a compelling exploration of the themes, characters, and
stylistic choices made in various adaptations of F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. The story, set in the
Roaring Twenties, explores themes of wealth, love, and the elusive nature of the American Dream.
The most notable adaptations include the 1974 version directed by Jack Clayton and the 2013
rendition by Baz Luhrmann, each bringing unique interpretations to the beloved narrative. This article
delves into key aspects of these films, analyzing how they capture the essence of Fitzgerald's work
and the societal context of the time.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of The Great Gatsby is crucial for analyzing its film adaptations.

The Roaring Twenties

- Economic Prosperity: The 1920s were marked by unprecedented economic growth in the United
States. This period saw a rise in consumerism and a dramatic shift in social norms.
- Cultural Change: Jazz music, flapper culture, and a general sense of liberation were hallmarks of this
era. The social landscape was evolving, leading to both excitement and disillusionment.
- Prohibition: The banning of alcohol led to speakeasies and organized crime, elements that play
significant roles in the story.



Fitzgerald’s Perspective

F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote The Great Gatsby as a critique of the American Dream, showcasing both its
allure and its inherent emptiness. His personal experiences during this time shaped his narrative, as
he observed the contradictions of wealth and the moral decay beneath the surface of glamour.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Great Gatsby are intricately designed, representing various facets of society
during the 1920s.

Jay Gatsby

- Symbol of the American Dream: Gatsby embodies the notion of self-made wealth and the pursuit of
happiness. However, his tragic flaw lies in his obsessive love for Daisy Buchanan, which ultimately
leads to his downfall.
- Portrayal in Film: In Baz Luhrmann’s adaptation, Leonardo DiCaprio’s portrayal adds layers of
vulnerability and charisma, emphasizing Gatsby’s complexity.

Daisy Buchanan

- The Object of Desire: Daisy represents both the idealized woman and the unattainable dream. Her
charm masks a deeper moral ambiguity and a sense of entitlement.
- Film Interpretations: Carey Mulligan’s performance in the 2013 film brings a modern sensibility to
Daisy, allowing audiences to see her as both a victim and a perpetrator of the societal norms that trap
her.

Nick Carraway

- The Narrator’s Role: Nick serves as the moral center of the story, providing insights into the lives of
the wealthy elite while grappling with his own perceptions of morality and success.
- Film Representation: Both adaptations depict Nick as a reflective observer, yet Luhrmann’s version
emphasizes his internal conflict through visual storytelling techniques.

Tom Buchanan

- Embodiment of Old Money: Tom represents the established elite, showcasing the arrogance and
entitlement of those born into wealth. His brutish nature contrasts sharply with Gatsby’s idealism.
- Characterization in Film: Joel Edgerton’s portrayal in the 2013 film captures Tom’s menacing
presence and his disdain for Gatsby, highlighting the class struggle.



Thematic Exploration

The Great Gatsby encompasses several key themes that are essential to understanding both the
novel and its film adaptations.

The American Dream

- Illusion vs. Reality: The film adaptations highlight the disparity between the idealized vision of the
American Dream and the harsh realities faced by individuals.
- Visual Representation: Luhrmann’s use of extravagant visuals and vibrant parties illustrates the
allure of the dream, while moments of solitude and despair convey its emptiness.

Love and Desire

- Unrequited Love: Gatsby’s love for Daisy is a driving force in the narrative, illustrating the idea that
love can often be idealized and unattainable.
- Conflict of Interests: The tension between characters often stems from personal desires clashing
with societal expectations, a theme that resonates strongly in both adaptations.

Class and Society

- Social Stratification: The divide between East Egg (old money) and West Egg (new money) serves as
a backdrop for class tensions. This divide is visually emphasized in both films.
- Moral Decay: Despite their wealth, the characters are depicted as morally corrupt, suggesting that
material success does not equate to personal fulfillment.

Stylistic Choices

The cinematic interpretation of The Great Gatsby varies significantly between adaptations, with
distinct stylistic choices that shape the audience's experience.

Visual Aesthetics

- Luhrmann’s Opulence: The 2013 film is characterized by its lavish visuals, incorporating modern
music, vibrant colors, and grand sets that create a sense of excess.
- Clayton’s Subtlety: In contrast, the 1974 adaptation employs a more understated approach, focusing
on character interactions and dialogue rather than grandiose spectacles.



Music and Soundtrack

- Modern Soundscapes: Luhrmann’s choice to integrate contemporary music, including artists like
Lana Del Rey and Jay-Z, aims to connect the themes of the 1920s to modern audiences.
- Traditional Scoring: The 1974 film features a more classical score, aligning with the period's
aesthetics and providing a different emotional resonance.

Narrative Structure

- Voiceover Techniques: Both films utilize Nick’s narration to convey the story, but Luhrmann's version
often breaks the fourth wall, involving the audience more directly in Nick's reflections.
- Pacing and Editing: The 2013 film employs rapid cuts and dynamic editing to create a sense of
urgency, reflecting the chaotic nature of the era, while the 1974 film opts for a slower, more
contemplative rhythm.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Great Gatsby film analysis reveals the enduring power of Fitzgerald's narrative and
its adaptability to different cinematic interpretations. Both the 1974 and 2013 films offer unique
perspectives on the characters and themes, showcasing the complexities of the American Dream and
the societal dynamics of the 1920s. By examining the historical context, character development,
thematic depth, and stylistic choices, viewers gain a richer understanding of this literary classic and
its relevance in contemporary society. The essence of The Great Gatsby continues to resonate,
inviting reflection on the nature of aspiration, love, and the pursuit of happiness in a world often
defined by its contradictions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary themes explored in the film adaptation
of The Great Gatsby?
The film explores themes of the American Dream, class struggle, love and betrayal, and the moral
decay of society during the 1920s.

How does Baz Luhrmann's directorial style influence the
storytelling in The Great Gatsby?
Luhrmann's signature visual flair, use of modern music, and vibrant cinematography create a
heightened sense of emotion and energy, contrasting the opulence of the Jazz Age with the
underlying emptiness of its characters.



In what ways does the film depict the character of Jay Gatsby
differently from the novel?
While both portray Gatsby as a tragic figure, the film emphasizes his romantic idealism and obsession
with Daisy, showcasing his lavish parties and the visual spectacle of his wealth more prominently than
the novel.

How is the concept of social class represented in the film?
The film visually contrasts East Egg's old-money aristocracy with West Egg's new-money characters
through lavish sets, costume design, and the depiction of social gatherings, highlighting the barriers
and tensions between different social classes.

What role does the setting play in the narrative of The Great
Gatsby film?
The setting, particularly the opulent mansions and the vibrant nightlife of the 1920s, serves as a
backdrop that reflects the excess and moral ambiguity of the era, reinforcing the characters' desires
and the emptiness of their pursuits.

How does the film's use of music enhance its themes and
emotions?
The eclectic soundtrack, which blends contemporary music with jazz elements, helps to bridge the
past and present, amplifying the film's emotional depth and connecting the audience to the
characters' struggles and aspirations.
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