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The Great Gatsby Complete Text is a quintessential piece of American
literature written by F. Scott Fitzgerald and published in 1925. The novel
captures the essence of the Jazz Age, a period characterized by prosperity,
cultural dynamism, and a distinct social stratification. Set against the
backdrop of the opulent 1920s, "The Great Gatsby" explores themes of love,
ambition, wealth, and the elusive nature of the American Dream. Through its
richly drawn characters and symbolic settings, the novel remains a poignant
reflection on the complexities of human desires and societal expectations.

The Author: F. Scott Fitzgerald

F. Scott Fitzgerald, born in 1896, is often regarded as one of the greatest
American writers of the 20th century. His works encapsulate the spirit of the
Jazz Age, and he is particularly known for his ability to portray the
disillusionment of the American Dream. Fitzgerald's life experiences,
including his struggles with wealth, fame, and personal relationships,
heavily influenced his writing.

- Early Life: Born in Minnesota, Fitzgerald came from a middle-class family.
He attended Princeton University but left to join the army during World War
I.

— Literary Career: After the war, Fitzgerald published his first novel, "This
Side of Paradise," which gained him fame. However, it was "The Great Gatsby"
that solidified his status as a literary genius.

- Legacy: Fitzgerald's works, including "Tender Is the Night" and "The
Beautiful and Damned," continue to be studied for their rich themes and
innovative narrative techniques.



Overview of The Great Gatsby

Published in 1925, "The Great Gatsby" is set in the fictional towns of West
Egg and East Egg on Long Island, New York. The story is narrated by Nick
Carraway, a Yale graduate and World War I veteran who moves to West Egg to
learn about the bond business. The novel primarily revolves around the
enigmatic millionaire Jay Gatsby and his obsession with the beautiful Daisy
Buchanan.

Plot Summary

The narrative unfolds through Nick's perspective, who becomes entangled in
Gatsby's world. The following points highlight the plot's progression:

1. Introduction of Characters: Nick Carraway, Daisy Buchanan, Tom Buchanan,
and Jay Gatsby are introduced. Daisy is portrayed as charming yet shallow,
while Tom represents the old money elite—arrogant and unfaithful.

2. Gatsby's Parties: Gatsby throws extravagant parties in hopes of attracting
Daisy, who lives across the bay. The lavishness of these gatherings
symbolizes the excess and moral decay of the era.

3. Reunion of Gatsby and Daisy: Nick facilitates a reunion between Gatsby and
Daisy, which reignites their past romance. However, the reunion is fraught
with tension as Daisy is married to Tom.

4. Conflict: The tension escalates when Tom confronts Gatsby about his
relationship with Daisy. The confrontation reveals the underlying conflicts
of wealth, class, and loyalty.

5. Tragic Conclusion: The novel culminates in tragedy, with Gatsby's death
serving as a critique of the American Dream and the pursuit of happiness. The
story ends with Nick's reflections on the hollowness of wealth and the
impossibility of recapturing the past.

Major Themes

"The Great Gatsby" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with readers. Some
of the major themes include:

— The American Dream: The novel critiques the idea that wealth and social
status equate to happiness. Gatsby's rise from poverty to immense wealth
ultimately leads to his downfall.

— Love and Relationships: The relationships depicted in the novel,
particularly between Gatsby and Daisy, reveal the complexities of love
intertwined with social expectations and personal aspirations.

— Social Class and Stratification: The contrast between East Egg (old money)
and West Egg (new money) highlights the rigid social hierarchy of the time.
Gatsby's attempts to infiltrate the upper class underscore the barriers that
wealth cannot overcome.

— Disillusionment: The characters' quests for fulfillment result in



disillusionment, reflecting the moral decay of society during the Roaring
Twenties.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is essential to grasping the depth of "The Great
Gatsby." Here are some key figures:

Jay Gatsby

Gatsby is a self-made millionaire known for his extravagant parties. His
unyielding love for Daisy drives the plot. Despite his wealth, Gatsby remains
an outsider in the elite society he longs to join.

Daisy Buchanan

Daisy is the object of Gatsby's affection, representing both beauty and
superficiality. Her character embodies the conflicts between love, wealth,
and social class.

Tom Buchanan

Tom is Daisy’s wealthy, aggressive husband. He represents old money and the
entitlement associated with it. His affair with Myrtle Wilson highlights his
moral decay.

Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick provides a lens through which readers view the events
of the novel. He is both a participant and an observer, embodying the
conflicts of the American Dream.

Jordan Baker

Jordan is a professional golfer and Daisy’s friend. She represents the new
woman of the 1920s, embodying independence but also moral ambiguity.

Symbolism in The Great Gatsby

Fitzgerald employs various symbols throughout the novel to enhance its themes
and messages.

— The Green Light: Located at the end of Daisy's dock, the green light
symbolizes Gatsby's hopes and dreams for the future. It represents the
unattainable nature of his desires.

— The Valley of Ashes: This desolate area between West Egg and New York City
symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the uninhibited pursuit
of wealth.



— The Eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg: The eyes on the billboard represent the
idea of an omniscient observer, often interpreted as the eyes of God
observing the characters' moral decay.

The Legacy of The Great Gatsby

Since its publication, "The Great Gatsby" has had a profound impact on
American literature and culture. The novel gained renewed popularity in the
1950s and has since been adapted into numerous films, stage plays, and other
artistic interpretations.

— Cultural Impact: The novel reflects the disillusionment of the American
Dream and continues to resonate with contemporary readers who grapple with
similar themes of aspiration and identity.

— Educational Relevance: "The Great Gatsby" is a staple in high school and
college curricula, often studied for its rich symbolism, themes, and
historical context.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Great Gatsby" remains a timeless exploration of ambition,
love, and the American Dream. Through its vivid characters and poignant
narrative, F. Scott Fitzgerald crafts a masterpiece that delves into the
complexities of human desires and the social fabric of 1920s America. Its
enduring relevance speaks to the perpetual quest for identity and
fulfillment, making it a classic that continues to captivate readers around
the world. The complete text of "The Great Gatsby" serves as a testament to
Fitzgerald's literary genius and a poignant reminder of the dreams and
disillusionments that define the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Great
Gatsby'?

The main themes include the American Dream, social class, love and
relationships, and the moral decay of society during the 1920s.

Who is the narrator of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The narrator of 'The Great Gatsby' is Nick Carraway, who provides a first-
person perspective on the events and characters.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald portray the American
Dream in the novel?

Fitzgerald portrays the American Dream as an unattainable ideal, highlighting
the disillusionment and moral decay that accompany the pursuit of wealth and
status.



What role does symbolism play in 'The Great Gatsby'?

Symbolism is crucial in the novel, with symbols like the green light
representing Gatsby's hopes and dreams, and the Valley of Ashes symbolizing
moral and social decay.

What is the significance of the green light in 'The
Great Gatsby'?

The green light symbolizes Gatsby's unattainable dreams and his longing for
Daisy, representing hope and the desire for a better future.

How does Jay Gatsby's character reflect the themes of
wealth and class?

Jay Gatsby embodies the complexities of wealth and class, as he rises from
humble beginnings to immense wealth, yet remains an outsider in the upper
class society he seeks to join.

What is the relationship between Gatsby and Daisy
Buchanan?

Gatsby and Daisy share a complicated relationship rooted in past love,
longing, and the idealization of their past, which ultimately leads to
tragedy.

How does the setting of the 1920s influence the
events of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The 1920s setting, characterized by economic prosperity, social change, and
moral ambiguity, sets the stage for the characters' pursuits of pleasure and
the eventual disillusionment that follows.

What does the Valley of Ashes symbolize in the novel?

The Valley of Ashes symbolizes the moral and social decay resulting from the
uninhibited pursuit of wealth, as well as the stark divide between the rich
and the poor.

How does the ending of 'The Great Gatsby' reflect its
central themes?

The ending reflects the central themes of disillusionment and the failure of
the American Dream, as Gatsby's tragic fate underscores the emptiness of
wealth and the unattainability of his dreams.
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