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The European Economic Community was created to foster economic cooperation among its
member states, ultimately aiming to enhance economic stability, promote trade, and ensure a
peaceful coexistence in post-World War Il Europe. Established by the Treaty of Rome in 1957, the EEC
marked a significant turning point in European integration. This article delves into the motivations
behind the creation of the EEC, its foundational principles, and its impact on European economies and
politics.

Historical Context of the EEC

The Aftermath of World War Il

After World War II, Europe faced immense challenges, including economic devastation, political
instability, and social upheaval. The war had left countries ravaged, with infrastructure destroyed and
economies in shambles. The need for reconstruction and economic recovery became paramount.



The Role of the Marshall Plan

In response to this dire situation, the United States introduced the Marshall Plan in 1948, which
provided financial aid to help rebuild Western European economies. This initiative laid the groundwork
for cooperation among European nations, highlighting the benefits of collective economic recovery.
Countries began to realize that collaboration could lead to more robust economic growth than isolated
efforts.

Political Motivations

Additionally, the rise of the Soviet Union and the threat of communism prompted Western European
nations to unite. Political leaders understood that a united Europe could serve as a counterbalance to
Soviet influence and enhance security through economic interdependence.

Foundational Principles of the EEC

The EEC was founded on several key principles that aimed to create a common market among its
member states. These principles include:

1. Free Movement of Goods: The EEC aimed to eliminate tariffs and trade barriers among
member states, allowing for the seamless flow of goods.

2. Free Movement of Services: The community sought to liberalize services, enabling
companies to operate across borders without restrictions.

3. Free Movement of Capital: The EEC encouraged investment across member states,
facilitating economic growth and development.

4. Free Movement of Labor: Individuals were given the right to work in any member state,
promoting labor mobility and addressing skills shortages.

Key Objectives of the EEC

The establishment of the European Economic Community was driven by several strategic objectives:

Economic Integration

The primary goal of the EEC was to create a single market that would facilitate economic integration
among member states. By abolishing trade barriers and promoting competition, the EEC aimed to



enhance productivity and economic growth.

Political Stability

Another significant objective was to promote political stability through economic cooperation. By
fostering interdependence, the EEC aimed to reduce the likelihood of conflict among member states,
thereby ensuring peace in Europe.

Social Cohesion

The EEC also sought to improve social conditions across Europe. Economic growth was expected to
lead to job creation and higher living standards, benefiting citizens in member states.

Global Competitiveness

By creating a unified market, the EEC aimed to enhance the global competitiveness of its member
states. A larger market would attract investments and enable European companies to compete more
effectively on the global stage.

Impact of the EEC on Europe

The establishment of the EEC significantly transformed the economic landscape of Europe. Some of
the notable impacts include:

Economic Growth

The EEC contributed to substantial economic growth among its member states. By facilitating trade
and investment, the community allowed countries to capitalize on their strengths, leading to
increased production and innovation.

Increased Trade

One of the most significant outcomes of the EEC was the dramatic increase in trade among member
states. The removal of tariffs and trade barriers resulted in a more interconnected European
economy, which ultimately benefited consumers through lower prices and greater product variety.



Political Cooperation

The EEC also paved the way for greater political cooperation in Europe. The economic ties established
among member states fostered a sense of shared identity and purpose, leading to the eventual
formation of the European Union (EU).

Social Progress

The EEC played a crucial role in promoting social progress. Initiatives aimed at improving labor rights,
consumer protection, and environmental sustainability emerged as member states collaborated on
various issues.

Challenges Faced by the EEC

Despite its successes, the EEC faced several challenges throughout its existence:

Economic Disparities

The economic disparities among member states became apparent, as some countries experienced
rapid growth while others lagged behind. This imbalance led to calls for policies aimed at addressing
regional inequalities.

Political Tensions

Political tensions occasionally arose, particularly regarding national sovereignty. Some member states
were reluctant to cede authority to a supranational body, leading to debates about the balance of
power within the EEC.

External Competition

As globalization accelerated, the EEC faced competition from other economic blocs, such as the
United States and emerging markets. This competition prompted the EEC to adapt its strategies to
maintain its relevance in the global economy.

The Evolution of the EEC into the EU

The EEC underwent significant transformations over the decades, ultimately evolving into the
European Union (EU) through the Maastricht Treaty in 1992. This transition marked a shift from mere



economic cooperation to a broader political and social integration framework. The EU now
encompasses various policies, including:

e Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
 Single European Market
e Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)

e Justice and Home Affairs (JHA)

Conclusion

In conclusion, the European Economic Community was created to promote economic
cooperation, political stability, and social progress in post-war Europe. Its establishment marked a
significant milestone in the journey towards European integration, ultimately leading to the formation
of the European Union. While the EEC faced challenges, its legacy continues to shape the economic
and political landscape of Europe today. The lessons learned from the EEC's history remain relevant
as Europe navigates the complexities of a rapidly changing global environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of creating the European
Economic Community (EEC)?

The primary purpose of the EEC was to promote economic integration and cooperation among its
member states, facilitating free trade and economic collaboration.

When was the European Economic Community established?

The European Economic Community was established on March 25, 1957, with the signing of the
Treaty of Rome.

Which countries were the founding members of the EEC?

The founding members of the EEC were Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the
Netherlands.

How did the EEC contribute to European integration?

The EEC laid the groundwork for further political and economic integration in Europe, eventually
leading to the creation of the European Union (EU) and the introduction of a single market.



What were some key policies introduced by the EEC?

Key policies included the establishment of a common market, customs unions, and common
agricultural policies aimed at boosting trade and economic stability among member states.

What role did the EEC play in post-World War Il Europe?

The EEC played a crucial role in promoting peace and stability in post-World War Il Europe by
fostering economic cooperation and reducing tensions among member countries.

How did the EEC evolve into the European Union?

The EEC evolved into the European Union through a series of treaties and expansions, culminating in
the Maastricht Treaty of 1992, which established the EU and expanded its scope beyond economic
cooperation.
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