
The First Voyage Around The World

The first voyage around the world was an extraordinary expedition that reshaped
humanity's understanding of geography and opened new avenues for exploration and
trade. This monumental journey, led by the Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan, set
sail in 1519 and concluded in 1522, marking a pivotal moment in the Age of Exploration.
This article explores the expedition's background, journey, challenges, and its lasting
impact on history.

Background of the Voyage

The Age of Exploration was characterized by European powers seeking new trade routes
and territories. In the early 16th century, Spain and Portugal were at the forefront of this
exploration. The primary motivations for the first voyage around the world included:

1. Search for a Western Route to the Spice Islands: Spices were highly valuable
commodities in Europe, and there was a desperate need to find a faster route to access
them.
2. Expansion of Spanish Influence: Spain sought to expand its empire and influence,
particularly in the Pacific region.
3. Scientific Curiosity: There was a growing interest in understanding the earth's
geography and the possibility of global navigation.

Ferdinand Magellan, a seasoned navigator and explorer, proposed a daring plan: to sail
westward to reach the Spice Islands, also known as the Moluccas, located in present-day
Indonesia.

Preparation for the Voyage

In 1518, Magellan secured the support of King Charles I of Spain, who later became Holy



Roman Emperor Charles V. The preparations involved:

- Assembling a Fleet: Magellan gathered five ships for the expedition:
1. Trinidad: The flagship, commanded by Magellan himself.
2. San Antonio: Commanded by Juan de Cartagena.
3. Concepción: Under the command of Gaspar de Quesada.
4. Victoria: Commanded by Luis de Mendoza.
5. Santiago: Led by Juan Serrano.

- Recruiting Crew: Approximately 270 men were enlisted, including sailors, soldiers, and
priests, many of whom were motivated by adventure, profit, or a desire to spread
Christianity.

- Supplies and Provisions: The fleet was stocked with essential supplies, including food,
water, and equipment necessary for navigation and survival.

The Journey Begins

On September 20, 1519, the expedition set sail from the port of Seville, Spain. The initial
leg of the journey involved navigating the Atlantic Ocean.

Crossing the Atlantic Ocean

The fleet first stopped at the Canary Islands for repairs and provisions. Afterward, they
sailed westward across the Atlantic, facing the challenges of uncharted waters. Key events
during this phase included:

- Landfall in Brazil: In December 1519, the fleet reached the coast of Brazil, where they
spent some time gathering food and fresh water. Magellan claimed the land for Spain.

- Navigating the Rio de la Plata: The expedition attempted to explore the Rio de la Plata,
but the river's shallow waters and hostile encounters with indigenous people forced them
to turn back.

The Strait of Magellan

By 1520, the fleet began to encounter the treacherous waters of southern South America.

- Discovery of the Strait: After months of searching, Magellan discovered a navigable strait
at the southern tip of the continent. This strait, which now bears his name, allowed
passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

- Challenges Faced: The crew endured severe weather conditions, including storms and
rough seas. The strait's narrow passages and dangerous currents posed significant risks.



- Loss of the Santiago: During a storm, the Santiago was shipwrecked, forcing the
expedition to continue with only four ships.

Entering the Pacific Ocean

In November 1520, the expedition finally entered the Pacific Ocean, which Magellan
named “Mar del Sur” (Sea of the South) due to its tranquil waters compared to the
turbulent strait.

The Longest Leg of the Journey

This leg of the journey proved to be the most challenging for the crew:

- Provisions Running Low: The expedition faced severe shortages of food and fresh water,
leading to scurvy and malnutrition among the crew.

- Exploration of the Pacific Islands: The expedition made several stops at various islands,
including:
- The Galápagos Islands: A brief stopover provided some fresh water and food.
- The Marquesas Islands: The crew made contact with indigenous populations, but
tensions arose due to cultural misunderstandings.

- Discovery of Guam: In March 1521, the fleet reached Guam, where they faced resistance
from the local population but managed to resupply before continuing on.

Reaching the Spice Islands

In April 1521, the expedition finally arrived at the coveted Spice Islands.

Arrival in the Moluccas

- Trade and Diplomacy: Magellan established trade relations with local rulers, exchanging
European goods for valuable spices such as cloves and nutmeg.

- Cultural Encounters: The expedition's interactions with the indigenous people were
complex, with both cooperation and conflict arising.

- Magellan's Death: Tragically, on April 27, 1521, Magellan was killed in the Battle of
Mactan in the Philippines while trying to convert local leaders to Christianity. His death
marked a significant turning point in the expedition.



Continuation under New Leadership

After Magellan's death, the remaining crew members faced the daunting task of
completing the journey without their leader.

- Leadership of Juan Sebastián Elcano: Elcano took command of the expedition, focusing
on returning to Spain with the remaining ships and crew.

- Returning Home: The remaining ships, Trinidad and Victoria, faced numerous
challenges, including hostile encounters and navigational difficulties.

The Return to Spain

In September 1522, only the Victoria returned to Spain, completing the historic
circumnavigation of the globe.

Significance of the Voyage

The first voyage around the world had profound implications:

- Global Navigation: The expedition demonstrated the feasibility of global
circumnavigation, challenging existing notions of geography.

- Cultural Exchange: It facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures between
Europe and the indigenous populations of the Pacific Islands.

- Impact on Trade: The journey opened new trade routes, particularly for spices, which
would have lasting economic effects for European nations.

- Cartographic Advancements: The expedition contributed significantly to the
advancement of maps and navigation techniques, shaping future exploration.

Conclusion

The first voyage around the world remains a landmark event in maritime history. Despite
the numerous challenges faced by Magellan and his crew, their determination and
courage led to a monumental achievement that would influence exploration for
generations to come. The expedition not only changed the course of history but also
connected distant cultures, creating a legacy that resonates even today.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the leader of the first expedition to
circumnavigate the globe?
Ferdinand Magellan led the expedition that became the first to circumnavigate the globe,
although he died before the journey was completed.

When did the first voyage around the world begin?
The voyage began on September 20, 1519.

What was the name of the ship that completed the first
circumnavigation of the Earth?
The ship that completed the journey was the Victoria, which was one of the five ships in
Magellan's fleet.

How long did it take to complete the first voyage around
the world?
The voyage took approximately three years, concluding on September 6, 1522.

What were some of the major challenges faced during
the first circumnavigation?
The crew faced numerous challenges including harsh weather conditions, scurvy,
starvation, hostile encounters with indigenous peoples, and navigational difficulties.

Which country sponsored the first voyage around the
world?
The expedition was sponsored by Spain under King Charles I.

What was the significance of the first voyage around the
world?
The voyage provided valuable information about global geography, established new trade
routes, and marked a significant moment in the Age of Exploration.
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