
The God Of Small Things By Arundhati Roy

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy is a novel that intricately weaves a narrative filled with profound
themes, complex characters, and the rich tapestry of Indian culture. First published in 1997, it won the Man
Booker Prize for Fiction the same year, marking a significant milestone for Indian literature in English. The story
unfolds in the small town of Ayemenem in Kerala, India, and it oscillates between the past and the present,
exploring the lives of fraternal twins, Estha and Rahel, and the events that irrevocably altered their lives.

Overview of the Novel

The God of Small Things is not just a story but a commentary on the social, cultural, and political issues
that pervade Indian society. The novel is renowned for its non-linear narrative style, rich imagery, and the depth
of its characters. Set against the backdrop of Kerala’s lush landscapes, the novel explores themes of love,
loss, caste, and the complexities of family relationships.

Plot Summary

The narrative primarily revolves around the lives of fraternal twins, Esthappen (Estha) and Rahel Ipe, who
encounter a tragedy in their childhood that alters the course of their lives. The story is set in two timelines:
one during their childhood in 1969 and the other in their adulthood in 1993.

1. Childhood Events: The twins’ childhood is marked by the arrival of their English cousin, Sophie Mol, whose
visit sets off a chain of events leading to a tragic accident. The children’s interactions with various family
members, particularly their mother, Ammu, and their uncle, Chacko, create a rich backdrop that reveals the
complexities of their family dynamics.

2. Caste and Love: Central to the plot is Ammu’s forbidden love for Velutha, a man from the lower caste
(Paravan). Their relationship defies societal norms, leading to catastrophic consequences. The novel critiques
the rigid caste system in India and the societal constraints that dictate personal relationships.

3. The Tragedy: The climax of the story revolves around the tragic drowning of Sophie Mol, which brings to
light the repercussions of social injustice and the fragility of human relationships. The impact of this tragedy
reverberates throughout the lives of the characters, particularly Estha and Rahel.

4. Adult Lives: As adults, Estha and Rahel are haunted by their childhood experiences. Their reunion serves as a
catalyst for confronting the past and seeking healing. The narrative explores their struggles with identity,
trauma, and the longing for connection.

Thematic Exploration

The God of Small Things delves into several themes that provide a deeper understanding of its characters and
their experiences.



Caste and Social Discrimination

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the critique of the caste system. Arundhati Roy illustrates
how deeply ingrained social hierarchies shape the lives of individuals.

- Caste Discrimination: Velutha’s character embodies the struggles faced by those belonging to marginalized
communities. His love for Ammu defies the norms imposed by society, and their relationship highlights the tragic
consequences of caste discrimination.

- Impact on Relationships: The novel showcases how caste impacts familial relationships. Ammu’s love for
Velutha leads to her ostracization from her family, emphasizing the devastating effects of social norms on
personal choices.

Love and Forbidden Relationships

The theme of love, particularly forbidden love, is central to the narrative. The novel portrays various forms
of love, from familial bonds to romantic relationships, and how societal constraints can dictate these
connections.

- Ammu and Velutha: Their love story is a poignant representation of how love can transcend societal
boundaries but also how it can be crushed by them. Their relationship is tender yet fraught with danger,
ultimately leading to tragedy.

- Twins’ Bond: The bond between Estha and Rahel is another profound exploration of love. Their connection is
unbreakable, shaped by shared trauma and a deep understanding of each other’s pain.

The Past and Memory

Memory plays a crucial role in the narrative structure of The God of Small Things. The non-linear
storytelling reflects the fragmented nature of memory, particularly for the twins who are haunted by their
past.

- Childhood Trauma: The trauma of their childhood experiences shapes Estha and Rahel's adult lives. Their
memories are intertwined with guilt, loss, and longing, illustrating how the past can linger in the present.

- Narrative Technique: Roy’s use of vivid imagery and poetic language creates a dream-like quality to the
narrative, emphasizing the fluidity of time and memory.

Character Analysis

The characters in The God of Small Things are richly developed, each representing different facets of society
and human experience.

Estha and Rahel

- Estha: The more introverted and sensitive of the twins, Estha is deeply affected by the events of their
childhood. His silence in adulthood symbolizes the trauma he carries, representing the struggle to articulate
pain.

- Rahel: In contrast, Rahel exhibits a more rebellious spirit. Her journey of self-discovery and search for



connection drives her to reunite with Estha, reflecting the longing for understanding and healing.

Ammu Ipe

Ammu, the twins’ mother, is a strong yet tragic figure. Her defiance against societal norms and her quest for
love and acceptance make her a central character in the narrative.

- Rebellious Spirit: Ammu’s decision to pursue a relationship with Velutha, despite the societal repercussions,
showcases her desire for autonomy and love.

- Tragic Consequences: Her fate illustrates the harsh realities faced by women in patriarchal societies,
emphasizing the novel’s exploration of gender and societal constraints.

Velutha

Velutha, a skilled carpenter and the embodiment of the working class, represents the marginalized voices in
society.

- Symbol of Hope: His character symbolizes hope and the possibility of breaking free from societal shackles
through love and compassion.

- Tragic Hero: Velutha’s tragic end underscores the brutal reality of caste discrimination and its impact on
individual lives.

Writing Style and Literary Techniques

Arundhati Roy’s writing is characterized by its lyrical quality, vivid imagery, and intricate narrative
structure.

Lyrical Prose

- Imagery: Roy’s use of rich, sensory imagery brings the setting of Kerala to life, immersing the reader in its
beauty and complexity. Her descriptions evoke a strong sense of place, enhancing the emotional depth of the
narrative.

- Poetic Language: The novel’s language often reads like poetry, with its rhythmic flow and emotional
resonance. This style helps convey the characters’ inner feelings and the intensity of their experiences.

Non-linear Narrative

- Fragmented Structure: The non-linear storytelling reflects the fragmented nature of memory and trauma. The
interweaving of past and present allows readers to piece together the narrative, engaging them in the
characters’ emotional journeys.

- Symbolism: Roy employs symbolism throughout the novel, where small moments and objects carry significant
weight. This underscores the theme of “small things” and how they shape larger narratives.



Conclusion

The God of Small Things is a profound exploration of the complexities of human relationships, societal
constraints, and the haunting power of memory. Arundhati Roy’s masterful storytelling and rich character
development invite readers to reflect on the interplay of personal and political struggles. Through the tragic
lives of Estha and Rahel, the novel illuminates the realities of love, loss, and the enduring impact of the past.
It stands as a significant work in contemporary literature, resonating with themes that remain relevant across
cultures and time periods. As readers journey through the intricacies of the narrative, they are left with a
deeper understanding of the small things that shape our lives and the larger societal forces that govern them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'The God of Small Things'?
The primary theme of 'The God of Small Things' revolves around the impact of social discrimination,
particularly caste and class, as well as the consequences of love and loss in a rigid societal structure.

How does Arundhati Roy use non-linear storytelling in the novel?
Roy employs non-linear storytelling by weaving together past and present narratives, allowing readers to
gradually uncover the layers of the characters' experiences and the events that shaped their lives.

What role does the setting play in 'The God of Small Things'?
The setting, primarily in Ayemenem, Kerala, plays a crucial role by reflecting the cultural, social, and political
context of India, which influences the characters' lives and decisions, as well as the overall mood of the
story.

Who are the central characters in 'The God of Small Things'?
The central characters include fraternal twins Estha and Rahel, their mother Ammu, and their uncle Chacko,
along with other significant figures like Velutha and Baby Kochamma, each representing different facets of
Indian society.

What significance does the title 'The God of Small Things' hold?
The title signifies the importance of small, seemingly insignificant moments and details in life that shape human
experiences and relationships, emphasizing how these 'small things' can have profound impacts.

How does the novel address the concept of forbidden love?
The novel explores forbidden love through the relationship between Ammu and Velutha, highlighting the
societal taboos associated with caste and the tragic consequences that arise from their love.

What narrative techniques does Roy employ to create emotional depth?
Roy uses rich imagery, symbolism, and poetic language, along with shifts in perspective and time, to create
emotional depth and to evoke empathy for the characters' struggles and desires.

How does 'The God of Small Things' critique societal norms?
The novel critiques societal norms by exposing the rigid caste system, gender inequalities, and the hypocrisy of
societal expectations, revealing how these factors destroy lives and relationships.



What is the significance of the river in the narrative?
The river serves as a powerful symbol in the narrative, representing both life and death, as well as the passage
of time, while also acting as a backdrop for key events that shape the fates of the characters.
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