
The Gospel According To Matthew

The Gospel According to Matthew is one of the four canonical gospels in the New Testament and is
traditionally attributed to Matthew, one of Jesus' twelve apostles. This gospel stands out for its
emphasis on Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, providing a bridge between the
Jewish faith and the emerging Christian tradition. It presents a detailed account of the life, ministry,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, capturing the essence of His teachings and the impact He had
on His followers and the world.

Historical Context

The Gospel According to Matthew was likely written in the late first century, around 80-90 AD.
Understanding the historical context is crucial for interpreting its themes and messages.

Audience and Purpose

Matthew's audience is generally believed to be predominantly Jewish Christians. The gospel aims to
demonstrate that Jesus is the awaited Messiah, as prophesied in the Hebrew Scriptures. Key purposes
include:

1. Affirming Jesus’ Jewish Identity: By frequently quoting Old Testament prophecies, Matthew seeks to
establish Jesus' legitimacy as the Messiah.
2. Encouraging Belief: The gospel serves to strengthen the faith of Jewish converts in the face of
growing opposition.
3. Teaching Ethical Conduct: Matthew emphasizes the moral and ethical teachings of Jesus, urging
followers to live according to His example.



Structure of the Gospel

The Gospel According to Matthew is structured in a way that combines narrative and discourse. It can
be divided into several key sections:

1. Birth and Infancy Narratives (Chapters 1-2): These chapters introduce the genealogy of Jesus, His
miraculous birth, and early childhood events, including the visit of the Magi and the flight to Egypt.

2. The Ministry of Jesus (Chapters 3-25): This section details Jesus’ baptism, the Sermon on the Mount,
His miracles, parables, and teachings, culminating in His entries into Jerusalem.

3. Passion Narrative (Chapters 26-27): These chapters recount the events leading up to the
crucifixion, including the Last Supper, betrayal by Judas, trial before Pilate, and crucifixion.

4. Resurrection and Great Commission (Chapter 28): The final chapter describes the resurrection of
Jesus and the commissioning of the disciples to spread the gospel to all nations.

Theological Themes

The Gospel According to Matthew is rich in theological themes that have significantly influenced
Christian thought.

Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

Matthew frequently references Old Testament prophecies, demonstrating how Jesus fulfills these
predictions. Notable examples include:

- The Virgin Birth: Referenced in Matthew 1:22-23, linking to Isaiah 7:14.
- The Flight to Egypt: Matthew 2:14-15 cites Hosea 11:1, illustrating Jesus’ connection to Israel.
- The Suffering Servant: Matthew 12:17-21 refers to Isaiah's servant, emphasizing Jesus' mission.

The Kingdom of Heaven

A central theme in Matthew is the concept of the "Kingdom of Heaven," which signifies the reign of
God through Jesus. Key aspects include:

- Parables: Matthew employs parables to illustrate the nature of the Kingdom, such as the Parable of
the Sower (Matthew 13:1-23) and the Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32).
- Ethical Teachings: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) outlines the values and behaviors
expected in the Kingdom, emphasizing love, humility, and righteousness.



The Great Commission

The conclusion of Matthew emphasizes the mission of the Church. In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus
instructs His disciples to:

1. Go: Spread the message of the gospel to all nations.
2. Baptize: Initiate new believers into the faith.
3. Teach: Encourage obedience to Jesus’ teachings.

This commission underscores the universal aspect of Christianity and the responsibility of believers to
evangelize.

Literary Features

Matthew's writing contains various literary features that enhance its message and appeal.

Genealogy and Fulfillment Motif

The genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 serves not only to establish Jesus' lineage but also to highlight the
fulfillment of God's promises across generations. It emphasizes:

- Connection to David: Jesus is portrayed as the rightful heir to David's throne.
- Inclusion of Marginalized Figures: The genealogy includes women like Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth,
suggesting a broader scope of God’s grace.

Use of Quotations and Allusions

Matthew's frequent use of Old Testament quotations deepens the theological significance of events in
Jesus' life. This technique serves to:

- Validate Jesus' Authority: By aligning Jesus’ actions with Scripture, Matthew affirms His divine
authority.
- Encourage Reflection: Readers are prompted to consider the relationship between Jesus’ life and the
prophetic tradition.

Impact and Legacy

The Gospel According to Matthew has had a profound impact on Christianity throughout history.



Influence on Christian Doctrine

Matthew's teachings have shaped core Christian doctrines, including:

1. Christology: Understanding Jesus as both human and divine.
2. Ethics: The moral teachings derived from the Sermon on the Mount have become foundational for
Christian ethics.

Liturgical Use

Matthew is frequently read in Christian liturgy, particularly during Advent and Christmas due to its
emphasis on the birth narratives. Its themes resonate during Easter as well, especially regarding the
resurrection and Great Commission.

Modern Relevance

Contemporary readers find relevance in Matthew's teachings on social justice, love, and community.
Issues such as:

- The treatment of the marginalized: Matthew's emphasis on caring for "the least of these" (Matthew
25:40) encourages active engagement in social issues.
- Interpersonal relationships: The call to forgive and reconcile (Matthew 6:14-15) remains pertinent in
today’s society.

Conclusion

The Gospel According to Matthew is a profound text that not only narrates the life of Jesus but also
seeks to convey deep theological truths and ethical imperatives for its readers. Its rich narrative,
emphasis on the fulfillment of prophecy, and theological depth have made it an essential part of
Christian scripture, shaping the faith and practice of millions over the centuries. The gospel invites
believers to reflect on their faith, engage with the teachings of Jesus, and participate in the ongoing
mission of the Church to share the good news with the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the Gospel according to
Matthew?
The primary theme of the Gospel according to Matthew is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies
and the establishment of Jesus as the Messiah and King of the Jews.



How does the Gospel of Matthew differ from the other
Gospels?
The Gospel of Matthew includes a strong emphasis on Jesus' teachings, particularly the Sermon on the
Mount, and it contains unique parables and narratives not found in Mark or Luke.

What genealogy does Matthew present, and why is it
significant?
Matthew presents a genealogy that traces Jesus' lineage back to Abraham, highlighting His Jewish
heritage and fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy of the Messiah coming from the line of David.

What is the significance of the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew?
The Sermon on the Mount is significant as it encapsulates Jesus' ethical teachings, including the
Beatitudes, and outlines the values of the Kingdom of Heaven, emphasizing love, mercy, and
righteousness.

How does Matthew depict the role of discipleship?
Matthew depicts discipleship as a commitment to follow Jesus, highlighting the importance of faith,
obedience, and the Great Commission, where Jesus commands His followers to spread the gospel.

What is the Great Commission mentioned in Matthew?
The Great Commission, found in Matthew 28:18-20, is Jesus' instruction to His disciples to go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all that He commanded.

How does Matthew portray the fulfillment of prophecy?
Matthew frequently cites Old Testament prophecies to demonstrate how Jesus' life and ministry fulfill
these predictions, establishing His identity as the Messiah.

What parables are unique to the Gospel of Matthew?
Some parables unique to Matthew include the Parable of the Weeds, the Parable of the Hidden
Treasure, and the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, each illustrating key spiritual truths.

What role do the Pharisees play in the Gospel of Matthew?
The Pharisees are often depicted as opponents of Jesus in Matthew, representing the Jewish religious
authorities who challenge His teachings and ultimately conspire against Him.

Why is the Lord's Prayer included in Matthew, and what does
it teach?
The Lord's Prayer, found in Matthew 6:9-13, is included as a model for prayer, teaching believers
about the nature of God, the importance of forgiveness, and seeking God's kingdom and will.
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