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The Future of Us by Jay Asher is a young adult novel that intricately weaves themes of technology,
friendship, and the consequences of our choices. Published in 2011 and co-authored with Carolyn
Mackler, the narrative explores the lives of two teenagers, Emma and Josh, who stumble upon a
powerful glimpse into their future through Facebook, a platform that was rapidly gaining popularity at
the time. This article delves into the book's themes, characters, and its relevance in today’s digital
age, while also exploring the implications of technology on our lives.



Overview of the Plot

Set in 1996, "The Future of Us" introduces readers to Emma and Josh, who have been friends for years
but are on the brink of a significant change in their relationship. Emma has just received a new
computer, and while she is excited about the possibilities, she is also uncertain about her future. One
day, she logs into a website she has never heard of before—Facebook. As she navigates through the
platform, she discovers not only her own profile but also a glimpse into her future, revealing details
about her adult life that she never expected to see.

Josh, who has romantic feelings for Emma, joins her in exploring this newfound technology. As they
delve deeper into their futures, they begin to realize that their actions in the present could
significantly alter the paths that lay ahead of them. The story unfolds in a series of revelations,
leading to moments of tension, introspection, and ultimately, growth.

Thematic Exploration

"The Future of Us" tackles several important themes that resonate with young adult readers,
particularly in the context of a world increasingly dominated by technology.

The Impact of Technology

One of the most significant themes in the novel is the impact of technology on personal relationships
and self-identity. The introduction of Facebook as a narrative device serves as a metaphor for how
social media can shape our understanding of ourselves and our connections with others. The
characters’ exploration of their futures through Facebook raises questions about:

The authenticity of online personas versus real-life identities.

The influence of digital footprints on personal choices.

The potential consequences of living in a world where everything is interconnected.

As Emma and Josh navigate their futures, they become acutely aware of how their present decisions
affect not only their lives but also the lives of those around them. This theme is particularly relevant
today, as social media continues to play a pivotal role in shaping relationships and life choices.

Friendship and Growth

At its core, "The Future of Us" is also a coming-of-age story about friendship and the complexities that
come with it. Emma and Josh’s relationship is tested as they confront their feelings for one another
while grappling with the realities of their futures. The book emphasizes the importance of open



communication, trust, and support among friends, as well as the inevitability of change.

The characters’ journey illustrates how friendships evolve over time, often reflecting the challenges
and triumphs of growing up. Readers witness their struggles and triumphs, making their eventual
growth relatable and inspiring.

Choices and Consequences

The narrative powerfully illustrates the concept of choices and consequences. As Emma and Josh
explore their futures, they realize that even small decisions can lead to significant changes. The
butterfly effect is evident in their story, as they grapple with the realization that their actions can
shape their lives in unforeseen ways. This theme prompts readers to reflect on their own lives and the
choices they make, encouraging a sense of responsibility and mindfulness.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Future of Us" are well-developed and relatable, making it easy for readers to
connect with them on an emotional level.

Emma

Emma is a complex character who embodies the struggles of adolescence. She is ambitious yet
uncertain about her future, which leads her to seek validation through her online presence.
Throughout the novel, Emma evolves from a girl who is primarily concerned with fitting in to someone
who learns the value of authenticity and self-acceptance. Her journey is marked by introspection and
growth, making her a compelling protagonist.

Josh

Josh serves as a grounding force in Emma’s life. He is portrayed as a loyal friend who harbors deeper
feelings for Emma. His character represents the struggles of unrequited love and the fear of losing a
friendship over romantic feelings. As the story unfolds, Josh learns to confront his emotions and take
risks, leading to personal growth and a deeper understanding of love and friendship.

Relevance in Today's Digital Landscape

While "The Future of Us" was published over a decade ago, its themes are more relevant than ever in
today’s digital landscape. Social media continues to shape our identities, relationships, and life
choices. The book serves as a cautionary tale about the potential pitfalls of technology, urging
readers to be mindful of their online presence.



As teenagers today juggle various online platforms, the lessons from Emma and Josh's journey
resonate deeply. The story encourages a balance between embracing technology and maintaining
genuine relationships, a challenge that many face in an increasingly digital world.

Conclusion

In "The Future of Us," Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler craft a compelling narrative that explores the
intricate relationship between technology, friendship, and the choices we make. Through the
experiences of Emma and Josh, readers are invited to reflect on their own lives and the impact of their
actions. The book serves as a reminder that while technology can offer glimpses into our futures, it is
ultimately our choices that shape the lives we lead.

As society continues to evolve alongside technology, the themes presented in "The Future of Us"
remain timeless, encouraging readers to navigate their paths with thoughtfulness and intention.
Whether you’re a teenager or an adult, the insights gleaned from this novel are invaluable, making it
a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of life in a digital age.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Future of Us' by
Jay Asher?
The main themes in 'The Future of Us' include the impact of technology on relationships, the
consequences of choices, and the exploration of identity and self-discovery. The novel examines how
the characters navigate their futures while being influenced by their present circumstances and
digital interactions.

How does the concept of social media influence the
characters' decisions in 'The Future of Us'?
In 'The Future of Us', social media serves as a powerful tool that shapes the characters' perceptions of
themselves and their futures. The glimpse into their potential lives based on online profiles forces
them to confront their current choices and relationships, highlighting the dichotomy between reality
and online personas.

What role do the characters Emma and Josh play in conveying
the message of the book?
Emma and Josh, the main characters, represent the struggles of adolescence and the quest for self-
identity. Their interactions and experiences emphasize the importance of friendship and the
challenges of making choices that align with their true selves, ultimately conveying a message about
the significance of authenticity in a digital age.



How does 'The Future of Us' address the consequences of
knowing one's future?
The novel explores the psychological burden of knowing potential outcomes and how it affects the
characters' decisions. By revealing glimpses of their future, the story questions whether knowing what
lies ahead is a blessing or a curse, ultimately suggesting that uncertainty can be an integral part of
growth and discovery.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Future of Us'
and how does it enhance the story?
The setting of the early 1990s juxtaposed with futuristic technology serves to enhance the story by
highlighting the contrast between emerging digital landscapes and traditional teenage experiences.
This backdrop allows readers to appreciate the characters' struggles with adapting to new societal
norms while also reflecting on their desires and aspirations in a changing world.
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