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The Goblin Market is a fascinating narrative poem written by Christina Rossetti, first published in
1850. It is often regarded as one of the most significant works of Victorian literature, blending
elements of fantasy, moral allegory, and social commentary. While Helen McCloy, an American writer
known for her mysteries and psychological thrillers, did not directly write "The Goblin Market," her
literary contributions can be contextualized alongside Rossetti's work, especially in exploring themes
of desire, temptation, and the duality of human nature. This article delves into the essence of "The
Goblin Market," the influence of Rossetti's poem on literature, and how McCloy's works resonate with
similar themes.

Overview of "The Goblin Market"

"The Goblin Market" tells the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, who encounter a group of goblin
merchants selling luscious, enticing fruits. The poem explores several significant themes, including:

Temptation and Desire: The goblins represent temptation, offering fruits that symbolize the
pleasures of the world.

Sisterhood and Sacrifice: The bond between Laura and Lizzie showcases the strength of



sisterly love and self-sacrifice.

Victorian Morality: The poem reflects the societal expectations of women during the Victorian
era, particularly regarding sexual purity and the dangers of succumbing to temptation.

The poem is rich with symbolism and allegory. The goblins can be seen as representations of male
desire, while the fruits they sell represent forbidden pleasures. Laura's eventual downfall after
consuming the fruits serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of indulgence. However,
Lizzie's bravery in confronting the goblins to save her sister highlights the virtues of loyalty and
resilience.

Structure and Style

The structure of "The Goblin Market" is notable for its rhythmic and lyrical quality. It is composed of
multiple stanzas, each containing a mix of rhymed and unrhymed lines. The poem’s format allows for
a whimsical yet dark narrative to unfold, drawing readers into its enchanting yet perilous world.

Key stylistic elements include:

Imagery: Rossetti employs vivid imagery to evoke the senses, making the fruits and goblin1.
market come alive.

Symbolism: The fruits symbolize various temptations, while the goblins embody the darker2.
aspects of desire.

Repetition: The use of refrains and repetitious phrases enhances the poem’s musicality and3.
emphasizes key themes.

Overall, Rossetti’s use of language and form creates a compelling narrative that invites multiple
interpretations, making it a subject of extensive literary analysis.

Influence and Legacy

"The Goblin Market" has had a profound impact on literature and has inspired numerous adaptations
and interpretations. Its themes resonate across various genres and styles, influencing both poetry and
prose. Some notable areas of influence include:

Literary Criticism

The poem has been the subject of extensive literary criticism, with scholars examining its feminist



themes, its reflections on Victorian society, and its allegorical dimensions. Critics have explored how
Rossetti's work challenges the restrictive norms placed upon women and comments on the broader
societal implications of desire and temptation.

Adaptations in Popular Culture

The rich imagery and themes of "The Goblin Market" have inspired adaptations in various forms of art,
including:

Theater: Numerous stage adaptations have sought to capture the poem’s enchanting yet dark
narrative.

Visual Arts: Artists have created illustrations and paintings inspired by the poem, often
focusing on the striking contrast between the goblins and the sisters.

Music: Composers have set the poem to music, further exploring its themes through sound.

Helen McCloy and Her Literary Contributions

Helen McCloy (1904-1999) was a prominent American author known primarily for her mystery novels.
While her works do not directly engage with "The Goblin Market," McCloy's exploration of
psychological themes and human nature echoes some of Rossetti's concerns. McCloy's novels often
delve into the complexities of human relationships and the darker aspects of desire, paralleling the
moral undertones found in Rossetti's poem.

Themes in McCloy’s Work

McCloy’s writing often features themes such as:

Psychological Depth: Her characters are often complex, grappling with internal conflicts and
moral dilemmas.

Female Agency: McCloy frequently portrays strong female characters who navigate societal
expectations and personal desires.

Exploration of Evil: Her mysteries often delve into the nature of evil and the psychological
motivations behind criminal behavior.

These themes resonate with those present in "The Goblin Market," where the struggle between
temptation and virtue plays a central role.



The Intersection of Rossetti and McCloy

While Christina Rossetti and Helen McCloy wrote in different centuries and genres, their works can be
viewed through a lens that highlights the ongoing exploration of desire, morality, and the
complexities of human relationships.

Comparative Analysis

In both authors’ works, the following parallels can be drawn:

Female Relationships: Both Rossetti and McCloy emphasize the significance of female bonds,1.
whether it is the sisterly love between Laura and Lizzie or the friendships and rivalries among
McCloy's characters.

Temptation and Morality: The dangers of succumbing to desire are central to both authors’2.
narratives, with Rossetti focusing on sensual temptation and McCloy often exploring
psychological conflicts.

Societal Commentary: Both authors reflect on the constraints placed on women in their3.
respective societies, although Rossetti’s focus is more on the Victorian context, while McCloy
addresses the mid-20th century.

Conclusion

"The Goblin Market" by Christina Rossetti remains a significant work in the canon of English literature,
rich in themes of temptation, morality, and sisterhood. While Helen McCloy did not write this poem,
her contributions to literature resonate with similar themes, exploring the complexities of human
nature and the struggles faced by women. Both authors offer profound insights into the human
condition, making their works enduring subjects of study and appreciation in the literary world.

As we continue to analyze and draw connections between different literary figures, the interplay of
their themes enriches our understanding of literature's reflection on society, desire, and the intricate
web of human relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Goblin Market' by Helen
McCloy?
The main theme of 'The Goblin Market' revolves around temptation, desire, and the consequences of
succumbing to one's cravings, exploring the dynamics of sisterhood and sacrifice.



How does Helen McCloy's writing style contribute to the
atmosphere of 'The Goblin Market'?
Helen McCloy's writing style in 'The Goblin Market' is characterized by vivid imagery and rich
symbolism, which creates an enchanting yet eerie atmosphere that enhances the story's themes of
temptation and danger.

What role do the goblins play in McCloy's narrative?
In McCloy's narrative, the goblins symbolize the seductive nature of desire and the perils of
indulgence, representing the darker aspects of human nature and the moral dilemmas faced by the
characters.

How does 'The Goblin Market' compare to other works of
fantasy literature?
Compared to other works of fantasy literature, 'The Goblin Market' stands out for its blend of fairy tale
elements with psychological depth, offering a unique exploration of female empowerment and the
complexities of relationships.

What character dynamics are explored in 'The Goblin Market'?
The character dynamics in 'The Goblin Market' primarily focus on the bond between the two sisters,
Laura and Lizzie, highlighting themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and the struggle between innocence and
experience.

What literary devices does Helen McCloy employ in 'The
Goblin Market'?
Helen McCloy employs various literary devices in 'The Goblin Market,' including allegory, symbolism,
and imagery, to convey deeper meanings and evoke emotional responses from the readers.

What message does 'The Goblin Market' convey about societal
norms?
The message conveyed in 'The Goblin Market' critiques societal norms regarding femininity and
sexuality, suggesting that women must navigate societal expectations while asserting their autonomy
and desires.

How has 'The Goblin Market' influenced modern fantasy
literature?
'The Goblin Market' has influenced modern fantasy literature by pioneering themes of female
empowerment and complex moral choices, inspiring contemporary authors to explore similar motifs in
their works.

What is the significance of the ending in 'The Goblin Market'?
The ending of 'The Goblin Market' is significant as it emphasizes themes of redemption and the
enduring strength of sisterly love, suggesting that true strength lies in the bonds we forge and the



sacrifices we make for one another.
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哥布林与地精的区别是什么？ - 知乎
哥布林 可以说是 goblin 的音译，指向明确，没有疑问， 而地精，这两个汉字的合成词，容易引发误解和误译。 Gnome 一种翻译版本，叫侏儒，而另一种，叫地精，魔兽世界国服，
采用的是 …

orc和goblin在托尔金的中土世界里是一种生物么？ - 知乎
原作里orc是中土其他种族（如洛汗人）用来称呼此族的一个单词，goblin是orc的英语译名。 霍比特人 中孤山小队在迷雾山脉遇险的时候， goblin 头领看到索林所持精灵宝剑
就愤怒大叫，就是 …

为什么哥布林这种动漫生物能被大家所熟知? - 知乎
Apr 22, 2025 · Goblin不是动漫生物，Goblin是一种在西方神话故事里的生物。 接触西方文化，很大概率会知道这种生物。 比如说，我最早知道Goblin，是从美国
的一款游戏游戏《魔法师传奇2 …

哥布林是什么？ - 知乎
Goblin，地精，精灵，哥布林。它有许多的称呼 说起这Goblin啊，那就得从西方魔幻文学的鼻祖～托尔金教授所著，发行的1955年魔戒说起了。 虽然在魔戒的原作里并没有提及
此种族（但是 …

为什么“哥布林”、“史莱姆”等音译名被接受了，“奥克”、“拽根”却没 …
Apr 5, 2017 · 如果说是习惯的问题，Goblin在早期也是被译为“地精”的，但“哥布林”这个名字后来也被逐渐接受了，而像龙裔大家说抓根宝也很习惯。 为什么奥克
（Orc）… 显示全部 关注者 10 …

如果现实中真的存在哥布林（Japanese Goblin）的话，会发生什 …
Japanese Goblin（YMN姐贵）的人物原型 伊吹萃香 能一拳干碎 妖怪之山，相当于能一拳打爆一个比筑紫平原还大的区域。 不如先稳住她，在她急眼之前让她展示一下控制
密度的能力，变个巨 …

如何区分霍比特人中的半兽人和哥布林？ - 知乎
Dec 7, 2014 · Orc和Goblin，相当于对“半兽人”这一种族的拉丁语和英语叫法。 托尔金小说中的半兽人一词是早期译本译者的意译结果，现在的新版中译本，霍比特人沿用
半兽人的译法，魔戒则 …

侏儒、矮人、地精、精怪、妖精等之间有什么区别？ - 知乎
Mar 11, 2021 · 有的是翻译问题 Gnome 在《魔兽世界》国服叫侏儒，在 《哈利波特》 和《魔兽世界》台服叫地精，一般通称地精。 Goblin 在《哈利波特》中叫妖精，
在《魔兽世界》国服叫地精，在 …

皇牌空战7到底讲了一个什么故事？ - 知乎
Trigger摧毁了ISEV周围的防空系统。 海妖部队（Sea Goblin）降落在太空电梯，而“法师”、“魔像”和“石像鬼“中队与从塞拉塔普拉（Selatapura）发射
的MQ-99无人机交战。 海妖在撤离途中全 …

如何看待furry与ork共用“兽人”这一词？ - 知乎
Aug 22, 2022 · 无标准答案一般大家都是音译furry（福瑞），意译orc（兽人），再结合语境，并不会出现混淆。 但这背后的奇幻译名问题也确实值得一说。 Furry显然
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更符合“兽人”这两个字的字 …

哥布林与地精的区别是什么？ - 知乎
哥布林 可以说是 goblin 的音译，指向明确，没有疑问， 而地精，这两个汉字的合成词，容易引发误解和误译。 Gnome 一种翻译版本，叫侏儒，而另一种，叫地精，魔兽世界国服，
采用的是侏儒，而台服，采用的是地精。

orc和goblin在托尔金的中土世界里是一种生物么？ - 知乎
原作里orc是中土其他种族（如洛汗人）用来称呼此族的一个单词，goblin是orc的英语译名。 霍比特人 中孤山小队在迷雾山脉遇险的时候， goblin 头领看到索林所持精灵宝剑
就愤怒大叫，就是因为那把剑曾斩杀无数半兽人， …

为什么哥布林这种动漫生物能被大家所熟知? - 知乎
Apr 22, 2025 · Goblin不是动漫生物，Goblin是一种在西方神话故事里的生物。 接触西方文化，很大概率会知道这种生物。 比如说，我最早知道Goblin，是从美国
的一款游戏游戏《魔法师传奇2 魔法艺术》，这款游 …

哥布林是什么？ - 知乎
Goblin，地精，精灵，哥布林。它有许多的称呼 说起这Goblin啊，那就得从西方魔幻文学的鼻祖～托尔金教授所著，发行的1955年魔戒说起了。 虽然在魔戒的原作里并没有提及
此种族（但是在其他补充中土世界世界观的书 …

为什么“哥布林”、“史莱姆”等音译名被接受了，“奥克”、“拽根”却没有？ - 知乎
Apr 5, 2017 · 如果说是习惯的问题，Goblin在早期也是被译为“地精”的，但“哥布林”这个名字后来也被逐渐接受了，而像龙裔大家说抓根宝也很习惯。 为什么奥克
（Orc）… 显示全部 关注者 10 被浏览

Explore "The Goblin Market" by Helen McCloy in our detailed analysis. Discover how this captivating
tale intertwines themes of desire and morality. Learn more!
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