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The Greedy Triangle: An Exploration of Shapes
and Curiosity

The Greedy Triangle is a delightful children's book written by Marilyn Burns that
introduces young readers to the world of geometry in an engaging and creative manner.
Through the story of a triangle that desires to become more than just a three-sided shape,
Burns not only entertains but also educates her audience about different geometric
figures. This article will delve into the themes, characters, and educational significance of
the book, as well as provide activities to enhance the learning experience.

Overview of the Plot

The story centers around a triangle that feels limited by its three sides. In search of a
more exciting identity, the triangle visits a shape-shifter who allows it to add more sides,
transforming it into different shapes, including a quadrilateral, pentagon, and beyond.



Each transformation brings the triangle temporary happiness, but it soon realizes that
each new shape also comes with its own set of challenges and limitations.

As the triangle continues to change, it learns important lessons about self-acceptance and
the value of its original form. Ultimately, the triangle discovers that being true to oneself
is more fulfilling than chasing an ever-elusive ideal.

Characters in The Greedy Triangle

The characters in this story play a crucial role in conveying its messages. Here are the
main characters:

The Triangle: The protagonist who desires to change its form in pursuit of
happiness.

The Shape-Shifter: A magical figure who helps the triangle transform into various
shapes, guiding its journey.

The Shapes: Various geometric figures that the triangle becomes, each representing
a different aspect of identity and self-worth.

The Triangle

The triangle serves as a relatable character for children. Its desire for change resonates
with young readers who often feel the pressure to conform or be something they are not.
Through the triangle’s journey, children learn the importance of self-discovery and
appreciation of their unique qualities.

The Shape-Shifter

The shape-shifter is a catalyst for the triangle's transformations. This character embodies
the idea that change can be exciting but also challenges the concept of identity. The
shape-shifter’s ability to modify the triangle prompts readers to consider what it means to
change and grow.

The Other Shapes

The various shapes that the triangle becomes serve as visual representations of the
different phases of identity exploration. Each shape offers new experiences, but they also
come with restrictions that highlight the triangle’s realization that every form has its own



value and limitations.

Themes Explored in The Greedy Triangle

Marilyn Burns effectively weaves several themes into the narrative, making the story rich
in meaning and educational value. Some of the key themes include:

Identity and Self-Acceptance: The central theme of the book revolves around the1.
triangle's quest for identity. As it transforms into various shapes, it learns that each
shape has its own strengths and weaknesses, ultimately leading to a greater
appreciation of its original form.

The Value of Change: While change can bring excitement, it can also lead to2.
unexpected challenges. The triangle learns that while it can be fun to explore new
identities, it is essential to understand and embrace one's true self.

Problem-Solving: Each transformation presents the triangle with new problems.3.
The book encourages readers to think critically about the shapes and their
properties, fostering problem-solving skills.

Friendship and Community: The interactions between the triangle and the other4.
shapes highlight the importance of community and support. The shapes represent
different aspects of friendship, teaching children about collaboration and acceptance.

Educational Significance

The Greedy Triangle serves as an excellent resource for educators and parents looking to
introduce young learners to the concepts of geometry and shape recognition. The book’s
engaging narrative is paired with vivid illustrations, making it visually appealing and easy
to follow. Here are some educational benefits of using this book:

Geometry Introduction

The book introduces children to various shapes, encouraging them to recognize and
differentiate between them. As the triangle transforms, readers are exposed to terms like
quadrilateral, pentagon, hexagon, and more, making it an interactive learning experience.

Encouraging Curiosity

The triangle's journey prompts questions and discussions about shapes and their



properties. Children are encouraged to ask "what if" questions, fostering curiosity and
critical thinking.

Enhancing Vocabulary

By introducing geometric terms in a fun context, the book helps enhance children's
vocabulary. Readers learn to associate words like "sides," "corners," and "shapes" with
visual representations, aiding in comprehension.

Creative Activities

Teachers and parents can use the story as a springboard for creative activities. Here are
some suggestions:

Shape Art: Have children create their own shape art by cutting out various
geometric shapes from colored paper and assembling them into unique designs.

Shape Hunt: Organize a shape hunt where children identify and categorize shapes
found in their environment.

Story Extension: Encourage children to write their own stories about a shape that
wants to change, exploring themes of identity and self-acceptance.

Conclusion

Marilyn Burns’ The Greedy Triangle is more than just a children’s book; it is a powerful
tool for teaching geometry, encouraging self-acceptance, and fostering critical thinking.
Through the journey of the triangle, young readers are invited to explore their identities
while learning about the fascinating world of shapes. The combination of an engaging
narrative, relatable characters, and educational themes makes this book a valuable
addition to any child’s library. Whether used in a classroom setting or at home, The
Greedy Triangle will inspire curiosity and creativity, leaving a lasting impact on its
readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Greedy Triangle' by



Marilyn Burns?
The main theme of 'The Greedy Triangle' is the exploration of shapes and geometry
through the story of a triangle that wishes to become more complex, highlighting concepts
of change and identity.

How does the character of the triangle evolve
throughout the story?
The triangle starts as a simple shape, but as it becomes more complex by adding sides, it
learns about the consequences of its greed, ultimately realizing that being a triangle has
its own unique advantages.

What educational concepts does 'The Greedy Triangle'
introduce to young readers?
The book introduces concepts of geometry, including different shapes, their properties,
and how they relate to one another, making math accessible and engaging for children.

In what ways does 'The Greedy Triangle' encourage
critical thinking in children?
The story encourages critical thinking by prompting children to consider the implications
of the triangle's desires, the nature of shapes, and how changes can affect identity and
functionality.

Who is the target audience for 'The Greedy Triangle'?
The primary target audience for 'The Greedy Triangle' is children in early elementary
school, typically ages 5 to 8, as it combines storytelling with foundational math concepts.

What artistic elements enhance the storytelling in 'The
Greedy Triangle'?
The illustrations by Gordon Silveria play a crucial role in enhancing the storytelling,
providing vibrant visuals that complement the narrative and help convey geometric
concepts visually.

How can teachers use 'The Greedy Triangle' in the
classroom?
Teachers can use 'The Greedy Triangle' as a springboard for lessons on shapes, geometry,
and the properties of polygons, engaging students through discussions and activities
related to the story.

What lessons about contentment can be derived from
'The Greedy Triangle'?
The story teaches lessons about contentment and self-acceptance, illustrating that being



satisfied with one's identity and capabilities can lead to happiness, rather than constantly
seeking more.

How has 'The Greedy Triangle' been received by
educators and parents?
The book has been well-received by educators and parents for its engaging narrative and
effective integration of math concepts, making learning enjoyable and relatable for young
readers.
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Explore "The Greedy Triangle" by Marilyn Burns and uncover valuable lessons in shapes and
geometry. Discover how this engaging tale sparks curiosity in young minds!
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