
The Great Taos Bank Robbery

The Great Taos Bank Robbery is not just a remarkable event in American history; it is a tale of
audacity, deception, and the intertwining of myth and reality. This infamous heist, which took place in
the small town of Taos, New Mexico, in 1956, has captured the imagination of many due to its unique
circumstances and the characters involved. In this article, we will delve into the details of the robbery,
the criminals behind it, and the aftermath that followed, revealing why the Great Taos Bank Robbery



remains a significant part of American folklore.

The Background of the Great Taos Bank Robbery

To understand the Great Taos Bank Robbery, it's essential to explore the context in which it occurred.

The Setting: Taos, New Mexico

Taos is a picturesque town nestled in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, known for its rich history,
vibrant arts scene, and connections to Native American culture. In the mid-20th century, Taos was a
relatively quiet place, with a small population and a close-knit community. The local bank, the Bank of
Taos, served as a financial hub for the residents and businesses in the area.

The Economic Climate

In the 1950s, the United States was experiencing an economic boom post-World War II, but not
everyone was thriving. Some individuals resorted to crime out of desperation or the allure of quick
wealth. The backdrop of economic disparity set the stage for the audacious robbery that would unfold.

The Robbery: An Elaborate Scheme

On the morning of March 14, 1956, the Great Taos Bank Robbery took place with a level of planning
that would later astonish law enforcement.

The Masterminds Behind the Heist

The robbery was orchestrated by a small group of criminals, including:

1. John “Johnny” McDonald - The primary planner of the heist, McDonald was a former soldier with a
penchant for crime.
2. Bert “The Kid” Duran - Known for his youthful appearance and reckless behavior, Duran was an
essential part of the crew.
3. Fred “The Fox” Lujan - Lujan was the getaway driver, known for his speed and skill behind the
wheel.

These individuals, each with their unique backgrounds and motivations, came together to pull off one
of the most infamous bank heists in history.



The Execution of the Robbery

The plan was deceptively simple. The crew decided to rob the Bank of Taos during the morning rush
when the bank was bustling with customers and employees. They utilized a combination of tactics to
ensure the success of their plan:

- Disguises: The robbers wore masks and disguises to conceal their identities.
- Timing: They chose a busy time to minimize the chances of being recognized by witnesses.
- Weapons: Armed with firearms, they intimidated both bank staff and customers to comply quickly.

The robbery unfolded rapidly, with the thieves demanding cash from the tellers while keeping a
watchful eye on the entrance. Their boldness paid off, as they managed to escape with a significant
amount of money—reportedly around $100,000.

The Aftermath of the Great Taos Bank Robbery

While the robbers initially succeeded, the aftermath of the Great Taos Bank Robbery was not as
smooth as they had hoped.

The Immediate Investigation

Law enforcement quickly mobilized to investigate the robbery. Several factors contributed to the rapid
identification of the criminals:

- Witness Accounts: The presence of numerous witnesses provided detailed descriptions of the
robbers.
- Forensic Evidence: Investigators collected fingerprints and other forensic evidence from the scene.
- Local Knowledge: The close-knit nature of Taos meant that locals were familiar with the characters
involved in the crime.

Within days, the police had narrowed down their search and began making arrests.

The Capture and Trial

The investigation led to the arrests of the main suspects, including McDonald, Duran, and Lujan. The
trial that followed was a sensational affair, drawing media attention and public interest. The
defendants used various defenses, including claims of coercion and mental instability, but the
evidence against them was overwhelming.

Ultimately, the robbers were convicted and sentenced to prison. The public response to the trial was
mixed; some viewed the robbers as antiheroes, while others condemned their actions.



The Legacy of the Great Taos Bank Robbery

The Great Taos Bank Robbery has had a lasting impact on American culture and crime history.

Cultural References

The robbery has inspired various forms of media, including:

- Books: Several authors have chronicled the heist, offering different perspectives and analyses of the
events.
- Movies and Documentaries: The story has been adapted into films and documentaries, further
cementing its place in popular culture.
- Local Lore: The robbery is often recounted in local folklore, adding to the mystique of Taos.

Lessons Learned

The Great Taos Bank Robbery serves as a cautionary tale about crime and its consequences. It
highlights:

- The Inevitability of Justice: Despite the initial success of the heist, the robbers could not escape the
long arm of the law.
- Community Vigilance: The involvement of local residents in aiding law enforcement showcases the
importance of community in addressing crime.
- The Fragility of Ill-Gotten Gains: The robbers may have enjoyed their loot initially, but ultimately,
their freedom was forfeited.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Great Taos Bank Robbery remains a captivating chapter in American history,
characterized by its audacious execution and the complex personalities involved. This event not only
highlights the thrill of crime but also serves as a reminder of the consequences that follow. As new
generations discover this remarkable tale, the legacy of the Great Taos Bank Robbery continues to
live on, enchanting and educating those who hear its story. Whether viewed as a daring escapade or
a cautionary tale, it is undeniably a significant piece of the puzzle that is American folklore.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Great Taos Bank Robbery?
The Great Taos Bank Robbery was a notorious heist that took place in 1950 in Taos, New Mexico,
where a group of robbers stole over $90,000 from the local bank without any violence.



Who were the key figures involved in the Great Taos Bank
Robbery?
The robbery was carried out by a group of local residents, including a prominent figure named Clyde
McKinnon, along with several accomplices, who planned the heist meticulously.

How did the robbers manage to execute the Great Taos Bank
Robbery?
The robbers disguised themselves as customers and took advantage of the bank's lax security
measures, ultimately escaping with the money by hiding it in a nearby vehicle.

Was anyone arrested for the Great Taos Bank Robbery?
Despite the large sum stolen and the planning involved, the robbers were never apprehended, and
the case remains one of the most famous unsolved bank robberies in American history.

What impact did the Great Taos Bank Robbery have on the
community?
The robbery shocked the small community of Taos and raised concerns about security in local banks,
leading to increased safety measures in financial institutions across the region.

How has the Great Taos Bank Robbery been portrayed in
popular culture?
The Great Taos Bank Robbery has inspired various books, documentaries, and articles, highlighting its
unique circumstances and the colorful characters involved in the heist.

What lessons were learned from the Great Taos Bank
Robbery?
The robbery underscored the importance of bank security and the need for improved protocols to
prevent similar heists in the future, especially in small towns.

Is there a legacy of the Great Taos Bank Robbery today?
Yes, the Great Taos Bank Robbery remains a part of local folklore and is referenced in discussions
about crime in small towns, as well as a cautionary tale for financial institutions.
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