
The Foreigner Sarah Orne Jewett

The Foreigner is a compelling short story by Sarah Orne Jewett, an influential American author of
the late 19th century. Jewett is renowned for her vivid depictions of rural New England life and her
strong, nuanced female characters. "The Foreigner" epitomizes her ability to weave complex themes
of identity, belonging, and cultural contrast into her narratives. In this article, we will explore the plot,
themes, characters, and significance of this remarkable story, while also contextualizing Jewett’s
broader literary contributions.

Plot Summary

"The Foreigner" is set in a small coastal town in Maine, a setting that Jewett often employed in her
stories. The narrative centers around the character of Miss Judith, a well-established local woman who
encounters a stranger in her community. This stranger, who is referred to as the foreigner, brings with
him an air of mystery and difference that challenges the norms of the tight-knit society in which he
finds himself.

The story unfolds as Miss Judith interacts with the foreigner, revealing her initial apprehensions and
eventual fascination with him. Through their conversations, readers witness the cultural and personal
dynamics at play. The foreigner represents the unknown, a stark contrast to the familiar rhythms of
life that Miss Judith and her neighbors inhabit. The development of their relationship serves as the
narrative's backbone, illustrating themes of empathy, cultural exchange, and the quest for
understanding beyond one's own immediate experiences.



Character Analysis

Jewett's characters are often richly drawn, and "The Foreigner" is no exception.

Miss Judith

Miss Judith is the protagonist and serves as the lens through which readers explore the themes of the
story. She is portrayed as a strong-willed, independent woman who is deeply rooted in her
community. Despite her initial reservations about the foreigner, she displays an openness to
understanding him, which sets her apart from other townsfolk. Her character embodies the conflict
between tradition and change, as she grapples with her feelings towards the foreigner and what he
represents.

The Foreigner

The foreigner is characterized by his distinctiveness and the cultural differences that he embodies.
While he is not given a name, his presence in the story is symbolic of broader themes of immigration
and the complexities of cultural interactions. The foreigner's background, customs, and mannerisms
contrast with those of Miss Judith and her community, creating a dynamic tension that drives the
narrative forward. His character invites readers to reflect on the nature of belonging and the ways in
which outsiders can challenge entrenched social norms.

Themes

Jewett's "The Foreigner" is rich with themes that resonate with contemporary readers, even over a
century after its publication.

Identity and Belonging

One of the most prominent themes in "The Foreigner" is the exploration of identity and belonging.
Miss Judith's journey towards understanding the foreigner reflects her own search for identity within
her community. As she confronts her biases and preconceptions, she starts to question what it means
to belong. This theme is particularly relevant in today's globalized world, where the dynamics of
identity are ever-changing and complex.

Cultural Exchange

The interactions between Miss Judith and the foreigner highlight the theme of cultural exchange.
Through their conversations, both characters learn from each other, challenging their own views and
assumptions. This exchange serves to enrich their understanding of the world beyond their immediate



experiences. Jewett emphasizes the importance of dialogue and empathy in bridging cultural divides,
a message that remains pertinent in contemporary discussions about immigration and
multiculturalism.

Isolation vs. Connection

Jewett also delves into the tension between isolation and connection. The small-town setting of the
story reflects a sense of insularity, where the townspeople are hesitant to embrace the foreigner due
to their fear of the unknown. However, Miss Judith's willingness to connect with him serves as a
counterpoint to this isolation. The story suggests that true understanding and connection can only
occur when individuals are open to stepping outside their comfort zones.

Literary Style and Techniques

Jewett's writing style in "The Foreigner" is characterized by its lyrical prose and keen attention to
detail. She employs a range of literary techniques that enhance the story's emotional depth.

Descriptive Imagery

Jewett's use of descriptive imagery immerses readers in the coastal Maine setting. Her vivid
descriptions of the landscape, weather, and local customs create a palpable sense of place that is
integral to the story. This attention to detail not only grounds the narrative but also serves to
highlight the contrasts between the familiar world of Miss Judith and the foreigner’s alien presence.

Dialogue

The dialogue between Miss Judith and the foreigner is another significant aspect of Jewett's
storytelling. Through their conversations, readers gain insight into both characters' thoughts and
feelings. The dialogue is natural and reflective of their cultural differences, allowing for moments of
tension as well as connection. Jewett's ability to craft authentic dialogue enhances the story's
emotional resonance and realism.

Symbolism

Jewett employs symbolism throughout "The Foreigner" to convey deeper meanings. The foreigner
himself is a symbol of the unknown and the potential for growth that comes from embracing
differences. Additionally, the coastal setting can be seen as a metaphor for the boundaries that
separate different cultures, as well as the potential for interaction and exchange that exists at the
borders of these cultural landscapes.



Significance in Jewett's Body of Work

"The Foreigner" is an essential piece within Sarah Orne Jewett's broader literary canon, showcasing
her ability to tackle complex social issues through the lens of everyday life. Jewett's exploration of
themes such as identity, cultural exchange, and the human condition is a hallmark of her writing.

Jewett is often associated with the regionalist movement, which sought to capture the unique
characteristics of specific locales in America. Through her focus on New England, she not only
documents the life and culture of the region but also addresses universal themes that resonate
beyond geographical boundaries. "The Foreigner" exemplifies her commitment to portraying the
intricacies of human relationships and the potential for understanding across cultural divides.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Sarah Orne Jewett's "The Foreigner" is a powerful exploration of identity, belonging, and
the complexities of cultural interactions. Through the nuanced portrayal of Miss Judith and the
foreigner, Jewett invites readers to reflect on their own perceptions of the unfamiliar and the
importance of empathy in fostering understanding. The story's themes remain relevant in today's
society, making it a timeless piece that continues to resonate with readers. Jewett's masterful
storytelling and rich character development solidify her place as a significant figure in American
literature, whose works deserve to be revisited and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Foreigner' by Sarah Orne
Jewett?
The main theme of 'The Foreigner' revolves around the exploration of cultural differences and the
complexities of identity, as well as the challenges faced by those who feel like outsiders in a new
environment.

Who are the central characters in 'The Foreigner'?
The central characters in 'The Foreigner' include the protagonist, a young woman named Miss Anne,
and her encounters with the local residents of a small Maine town, emphasizing the interactions
between locals and outsiders.

How does Sarah Orne Jewett depict rural life in 'The
Foreigner'?
Jewett vividly depicts rural life through detailed descriptions of the Maine landscape and the daily
lives of its inhabitants, highlighting their customs, dialects, and relationships.



What is the significance of the title 'The Foreigner'?
The title 'The Foreigner' signifies the feelings of alienation and otherness experienced by the
protagonist, as well as the broader commentary on how society perceives and reacts to those who do
not belong.

In what ways does 'The Foreigner' reflect feminist themes?
'The Foreigner' reflects feminist themes by showcasing a strong female protagonist who navigates her
own identity and agency, challenging societal norms and expectations of women in her time.

What literary techniques does Jewett use in 'The Foreigner'?
Jewett employs techniques such as rich imagery, regional dialect, and a focus on character
development to create a vivid sense of place and to convey the emotional depth of her characters.

How does 'The Foreigner' address the idea of belonging?
The story addresses the idea of belonging by illustrating the protagonist's struggle to find her place
within a community that views her as an outsider, ultimately questioning what it means to belong.

What role does nature play in 'The Foreigner'?
Nature plays a crucial role in 'The Foreigner' as it serves as both a backdrop for the story and a
reflection of the characters' emotions, highlighting the connection between the environment and
personal experience.

How has 'The Foreigner' been received by modern audiences?
Modern audiences have received 'The Foreigner' as a significant work that resonates with
contemporary discussions on identity, diversity, and cultural exchange, appreciating Jewett's nuanced
portrayal of these themes.

What influence did Sarah Orne Jewett have on American
literature?
Sarah Orne Jewett is considered a pioneer of regionalism in American literature, influencing later
writers with her focus on local color, character-driven narratives, and the exploration of women's
experiences.
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