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The First Days of School by Harry Wong: An
Overview

The First Days of School is an influential book authored by Harry K. Wong and
his wife, Rosemary T. Wong. Since its publication, it has become a
cornerstone resource for educators looking to establish effective classroom
management and teaching strategies. The book emphasizes the importance of the
first days of school in setting the tone for the entire academic year. In
this article, we will delve into key themes, strategies, and insights from
the book, highlighting why it is a must-read for both new and experienced
teachers.

Why the First Days Matter

The initial days of school are crucial for both teachers and students. They
represent a unique opportunity to create an environment conducive to
learning. According to Wong, these days can significantly influence students'
perceptions of education, their relationships with peers, and their attitudes
towards school.

Establishing Routines: The first days are vital for setting up classroom



routines that promote structure and predictability.

Building Relationships: Teachers can foster connections with students,
which is essential for creating a supportive learning environment.

Setting Expectations: Clearly communicating expectations helps students
understand what is required of them, reducing confusion and anxiety.

Creating a Positive Atmosphere: A welcoming classroom environment
encourages student participation and engagement.

The Importance of Expectations

One of the primary themes of Wong's book is the significance of establishing
clear expectations from day one. He argues that students thrive when they
know what is expected of them, both academically and behaviorally.

Wong outlines several strategies for communicating expectations effectively:

Teach Procedures: Rather than assuming students know how to behave or1.
complete tasks, teach them specific procedures for daily activities.

Model Behavior: Demonstrate the expected behavior in various scenarios,2.
allowing students to visualize and understand what success looks like.

Practice and Reinforce: Allow students to practice procedures multiple3.
times, providing feedback and reinforcement to encourage adherence.

Post Expectations Visibly: Display classroom rules and expectations4.
prominently in the classroom for constant reference.

Creating a Classroom Community

Wong emphasizes the importance of fostering a sense of community within the
classroom. He believes that when students feel a sense of belonging, they are
more likely to engage and succeed.

Strategies for Building Community

Here are some effective strategies for creating a strong classroom community:



Icebreakers: Start with engaging icebreaker activities that allow
students to learn about each other and form connections.

Group Work: Implement collaborative projects that encourage teamwork and
communication among students.

Class Meetings: Hold regular class meetings to discuss issues, celebrate
successes, and build trust among classmates.

Student Input: Involve students in decision-making processes regarding
classroom rules and activities, empowering them and fostering ownership.

Effective Classroom Management

Classroom management is another critical focus of Wong's work. He argues that
effective management is not about strict discipline but rather about creating
an environment where students can thrive academically and socially.

Key Components of Classroom Management

Wong outlines several key components fundamental to effective classroom
management:

Preparedness: Being prepared for each class session can significantly1.
reduce classroom disruptions and increase instructional time.

Consistency: Consistently enforcing rules and procedures helps students2.
understand the boundaries and expectations.

Positive Reinforcement: Use positive reinforcement to encourage desired3.
behaviors, which can lead to a more harmonious classroom environment.

Reflection: Regularly reflect on your management practices to identify4.
areas for improvement and adapt strategies as necessary.

Engaging Students from Day One

Wong stresses the importance of engaging students from the very first day of
school. This engagement is critical for capturing students' interest and
motivating them to participate actively in their learning journey.



Methods to Engage Students

Some effective methods for engaging students include:

Interactive Lessons: Incorporate hands-on activities, discussions, and
multimedia resources to make lessons dynamic and interactive.

Relevance: Connect the curriculum to students' lives and interests to
enhance relatability and significance.

Choice: Provide students with choices in their learning activities,
allowing them to take ownership of their education.

Feedback: Offer timely and constructive feedback that encourages
students to improve and strive for success.

Building a Positive Classroom Environment

Creating a positive classroom environment is essential for student success.
Wong emphasizes that a positive atmosphere fosters learning and encourages
students to take risks and express themselves.

Elements of a Positive Environment

Some key elements that contribute to a positive classroom environment
include:

Respect: Establishing a culture of respect among students and between1.
students and teachers helps build trust.

Inclusivity: Creating an inclusive environment ensures that all students2.
feel valued and accepted, regardless of their backgrounds.

Encouragement: Providing encouragement and support can motivate students3.
to overcome challenges and work towards their goals.

Celebration of Success: Celebrating individual and group achievements4.
fosters a sense of accomplishment and reinforces positive behavior.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The First Days of School by Harry Wong is an essential
resource for educators aiming to create a positive and effective learning
environment. The book's emphasis on establishing clear expectations, building
a strong classroom community, and engaging students from the outset provides
valuable insights for teachers at all levels. By implementing the strategies
outlined by Wong, educators can set the stage for a successful school year,
fostering a love of learning and a sense of belonging among their students.
As the first days of school are often the most formative, it is crucial for
teachers to invest time and effort into making them meaningful and impactful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key principles outlined by Harry Wong
for establishing classroom management during the
first days of school?
Harry Wong emphasizes the importance of setting clear expectations, building
relationships with students, and creating a structured environment to promote
effective classroom management from the very first days.

How does Harry Wong suggest teachers can create a
welcoming atmosphere for students at the beginning
of the school year?
Wong suggests that teachers can create a welcoming atmosphere by greeting
students at the door, using positive language, and incorporating activities
that help students get to know each other and feel connected.

What role does preparation play in Harry Wong's
approach to the first days of school?
Preparation is crucial in Wong's approach; he advises teachers to plan
meticulously for the first days, including lesson plans, classroom setup, and
materials, to ensure a smooth and organized start to the school year.

According to Harry Wong, how can teachers
effectively communicate their expectations to
students?
Wong recommends that teachers communicate their expectations clearly and
consistently, using verbal explanations, visual aids, and modeling behaviors
to ensure that students understand what is required of them.



What impact does the first day of school have on
student behavior, according to Harry Wong?
Wong asserts that the first day of school sets the tone for student behavior
throughout the year; effective management and engagement strategies
implemented early can lead to a positive classroom culture and minimize
disruptions.
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