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Abraham Lincoln's speech is probably one of the most famous talks in American
history bacause it was shorl and powerful. This 2T 2-words lang oration was delivered in
1863, amed the Civil War, near Gettysburg's battiefield (Frederick. 2018, p. 100).
President Lincoln was an exceptional storyteller with a unigue sense of humos {David,
2020). Thus, his charisma in writing this speech was not surprising because he realized
the imporiance of emotional connection with soldiers 1o raise their fighting spirit {David,
20200, Writing iz & complex and mysterious process because it should not only catch
the audience's attention with beauliful wording, but it must be appropriate to the specific
contaxt (Barion, 2013). Every word Lincoln used conveyed a particular meaning
because he knew thal his alk should be shor, not to overwhelm the Gred and scared
army bul 1o inspire people.

The nouns and adpectives used In this oration had a special mea ning applicable o
ihe batilefield. For example, the word “proposition” means the Declaration of
Independance in this context. The speech states that “our fathers brought forth on this
continent a new nalion concelved in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are crealed equal” (Lincoln, 1863, p. 1) i is always critical 1o siale the main points of
writing or speech at the beginning lo catch the audience’s altention (Hacker &
Sommaers, 2020). Indeed, Lincoln opened his talk by referring to the most essential
document in U.S. history and highlighting the cause for which the soldiers were fighting
In this case, the word "consecrate” means to sanctify a place. Similarly, the “hallowed”
ground indicates a site honored as holy. Lincoln tried 1o say that people who died on
this battlefield for a higher purpose made this ground sacred with their blocd, and hence
those wiho remained could only finish their work 1o honor them.

Although Lincoln could deliver a longer speeach, he decided to make it short but
effective because he realized thal soldiers were axhausted and needed a guick
inspiration rather than a lengthy repon. He delivered this 2-minute oration during the
ceremony of honoring those who died on the batilefield at Gettysburg (Lincedn, 1863). It
seemed that the president’s main goal was to remind people whal historically happened
on this ground, Furthermaorne, he wanted lo honor those who gave their lives for a morne
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The Gettysburg Address stands as one of the most significant speeches in American history, delivered
by President Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863, during the dedication of the Soldiers' National
Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. This brief but powerful address not only commemorated the

fallen Union soldiers of the Battle of Gettysburg but also redefined the purpose of the Civil War in the



broader context of democracy and equality. An analysis of the Gettysburg Address reveals its
rhetorical strategies, historical significance, and enduring legacy, which continue to resonate in

contemporary discussions about democracy and national identity.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate the Gettysburg Address, it is essential to understand the circumstances surrounding
its delivery. The American Civil War, which began in 1861, was a conflict rooted in issues of slavery,
states' rights, and sectionalism. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, marked a
turning point in the war, resulting in a decisive Union victory. The immense loss of life during this
battle—over 50,000 soldiers were killed, wounded, or missing—prompted the establishment of a
cemetery for the interment of Union soldiers. Lincoln’s address was made during the dedication of this

cemetery, serving both as a tribute to the fallen and a call to action for the living.

Rhetorical Strategies

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address is notable for its masterful use of rhetorical strategies, which enhance its

emotional impact and persuasive power. Key elements include:

1. Conciseness and Clarity: The speech is famously brief, containing only 272 words. This deliberate

brevity compels the audience to focus on the essential message without distraction.

2. Parallelism: Lincoln employs parallel structure to create rhythm and emphasis. For example, the
phrase "we cannot dedicate—we cannot consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground" reinforces the idea
that the honor bestowed upon the battlefield comes from the sacrifices of the soldiers rather than the

words of the living.

3. Allusion: Lincoln references the founding principles of the United States, particularly the Declaration

of Independence, by invoking the idea of a "new nation" conceived in liberty and dedicated to the



proposition that all men are created equal. This allusion links the Civil War to the larger narrative of

American history and its foundational values.

4. Antithesis: The contrast between the living and the dead is a powerful thematic element in the
speech. Lincoln states, “The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,” followed by a
declaration that “it can never forget what they did here.” This juxtaposition emphasizes the importance

of action over words.

5. Emotional Appeal: Lincoln uses pathos to evoke a sense of unity and shared purpose. By referring
to the soldiers as “our fathers,” he connects the sacrifices of the Civil War with the sacrifices made by

previous generations, thereby fostering a sense of collective responsibility.

Thematic Analysis

The Gettysburg Address addresses several critical themes that extend beyond the immediate context

of the Civil War:

The Principle of Equality

At the heart of the Gettysburg Address is the theme of equality. Lincoln’s reference to a nation

I’!

“conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal” serves to
reaffirm the fundamental democratic principle that should underpin the United States. This assertion is
significant because it positions the Civil War as a struggle not only for the preservation of the Union
but also for the realization of true equality among all citizens. Lincoln’s words reflect a vision of

America that transcends the immediate issue of slavery, promoting a universal ideal of human rights.



National Unity and Sacrifice

The address emphasizes the importance of national unity in the face of division. Lincoln acknowledges
the sacrifices made by the soldiers at Gettysburg, framing their deaths as a means to ensure that
“government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” This
statement underscores the belief that the survival of democracy requires collective sacrifice and
commitment from all citizens. In this context, Lincoln calls upon the living to honor the fallen by

continuing to fight for the principles they died defending.

The Purpose of the Civil War

Lincoln reframes the purpose of the Civil War in his address. Rather than merely a struggle to
preserve the Union, he presents it as a fight for a “new birth of freedom.” This notion elevates the
conflict to a moral imperative, suggesting that the war is an opportunity to fulfill the promises of
democracy and equality. By articulating this vision, Lincoln positions the Civil War as a transformative

event in American history, one that holds the potential to redefine the nation’s identity.

Impact and Legacy

The Gettysburg Address has had a profound and lasting impact on American society and politics. Its
themes of equality, unity, and democracy have resonated throughout history, influencing various

movements and speeches in the years that followed.

1. Civil Rights Movement: The address has been cited by numerous civil rights leaders who sought to
emphasize the importance of equality and justice. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for example, invoked
Lincoln’s vision in his “I Have a Dream” speech, underscoring the ongoing struggle for civil rights in

America.



2. National Identity: The Gettysburg Address has contributed to the development of a national identity
rooted in the principles of democracy and equality. Its themes continue to be referenced in discussions

about what it means to be an American and the responsibilities that come with citizenship.

3. Educational Significance: The address is a staple in American education, often studied for its
rhetorical brilliance and historical significance. It serves as an example of effective public speaking and

the power of words to inspire action and change.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Gettysburg Address is a masterful reflection of Abraham Lincoln's vision for America,
encapsulating the ideals of equality, unity, and democracy. Through its concise yet powerful language,
the speech transcends its immediate context to address fundamental questions about the nation's
identity and purpose. Its enduring legacy continues to inspire generations, reminding us of the
sacrifices made for freedom and the ongoing struggle to fulfill the promise of equality for all. As we
reflect on Lincoln’s words, we are called to honor those who fought for our nation by actively
participating in the democratic process and striving to uphold the principles upon which the United
States was founded. The Gettysburg Address remains not just a historical artifact but a guiding light for

the future of democracy in America and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the Gettysburg Address?

The main purpose of the Gettysburg Address is to honor the fallen soldiers of the Battle of Gettysburg
and to redefine the purpose of the Civil War, emphasizing themes of equality, democracy, and national

unity.



How does Lincoln use rhetorical devices in the Gettysburg Address?

Lincoln employs various rhetorical devices such as parallelism, repetition, and alliteration to enhance
the speech's emotional impact and to underscore key themes, such as 'government of the people, by

the people, for the people.'

What historical context is important to understanding the Gettysburg

Address?

Understanding the historical context includes recognizing that it was delivered during the Civil War,
specifically after a pivotal battle, and that it aimed to inspire a nation divided by conflict while

reinforcing the ideals of liberty and equality.

What is the significance of the phrase 'a new birth of freedom’ in the

Gettysburg Address?

The phrase 'a new birth of freedom' signifies Lincoln's vision for a post-war America where the
principles of liberty and equality are fully realized, suggesting a transformative moment for the nation

beyond mere military victory.

How has the Gettysburg Address influenced American national
identity?

The Gettysburg Address has profoundly influenced American national identity by serving as a
foundational text that articulates the values of democracy, equality, and national purpose, and it

continues to be referenced in discussions about civil rights and national unity.
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