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The Enemy by Charlie Higson is a gripping young adult novel that combines
elements of horror, adventure, and survival in a post-apocalyptic setting.
The book, first published in 2009, is the first in a series that explores a
world where a mysterious illness has turned adults into zombie-like
creatures. The story unfolds through the eyes of a group of children who must
navigate this new, dangerous landscape, battling not only the infected adults
but also their own fears and insecurities. In this article, we will delve
into the themes, characters, and impact of The Enemy, examining why it has



resonated with readers and what it offers in terms of storytelling.

Plot Overview

The premise of The Enemy is both chilling and captivating. The narrative
begins in a world where a deadly virus has wiped out most of the adult
population, transforming those infected into mindless, flesh-hungry
"Enemies." The story is set in London, where children are left to fend for
themselves, forming small groups to survive in a city that has become a
dangerous playground filled with threats at every corner.

Setting the Scene

The setting is crucial to the story. London, once a bustling metropolis, is
now a shadow of its former self. The streets are overrun with the infected,
and the remnants of civilization are scattered and decaying. The children
create makeshift homes in abandoned buildings, scavenging for food and
supplies while avoiding the "Enemies" lurking in the shadows. The atmosphere
is tense, and the sense of danger is palpable, as the children must
constantly be on guard.

Key Events

The Enemy follows a non-linear narrative, with various key events that shape
the characters' journeys. Some of these include:

1. The Outbreak: The initial spread of the virus is hinted at through news
reports and flashbacks, setting the stage for the chaos that follows.
2. Formation of Groups: Children band together for survival, forming
alliances and groups such as the "Group" led by the determined and
resourceful protagonist, Ed.
3. Encounters with the Enemies: The children face numerous terrifying
encounters with the infected, leading to tense and thrilling moments that
highlight their struggle for survival.
4. The Search for Safety: The group embarks on a perilous journey across the
city, searching for a rumored safe haven, which becomes a central goal for
the characters.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Enemy are well-developed and relatable, each bringing
their unique perspectives and strengths to the group dynamic.



Ed

Ed is the main protagonist, a young boy who exhibits leadership qualities and
a strong sense of responsibility for his friends. Throughout the story, he
grapples with the burden of leadership, making difficult decisions that
affect the entire group. His character arc revolves around his evolution from
a scared child to a determined leader.

Jack

Jack is Ed’s best friend, providing comic relief and a sense of loyalty.
While he often acts as the voice of reason, he also struggles with his own
fears and insecurities. His relationship with Ed adds depth to the narrative,
showcasing the importance of friendship in dire circumstances.

Other Key Characters

- Bex: A tough and resourceful girl who proves to be
a valuable ally to Ed and Jack. Her street smarts
and fighting skills make her an essential member of
the group.
- The Enemies: Although not traditional characters,
the infected adults serve as a constant threat,
representing the loss of innocence and the fragility
of society. Their presence creates an ever-looming
danger that drives the plot forward.

Themes Explored in The Enemy

The Enemy addresses several themes that resonate
deeply with readers, particularly younger audiences.

Survival and Adaptation



The primary theme of the novel is survival. The
children are forced to adapt to their new reality,
learning how to scavenge, fight, and outsmart the
Enemies. This theme mirrors real-life challenges
faced by many, making it relatable and poignant.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between the characters is a cornerstone of
the story. Their friendships are tested through
trials and tribulations, highlighting the importance
of loyalty and support in overcoming adversity. The
relationships formed in the face of danger serve as
a reminder that human connections can provide
strength in even the darkest times.

The Loss of Innocence

As the children navigate their harsh new world, they
confront the loss of their childhoods. The novel
explores how trauma and fear can strip away
innocence, forcing young characters to deal with
adult challenges far too soon.

Writing Style and Tone

Charlie Higson's writing style in The Enemy is



engaging and accessible, making it suitable for a
young adult audience. His use of vivid imagery and
descriptive language brings the post-apocalyptic
landscape to life, while the fast-paced narrative
keeps readers on the edge of their seats. The tone
oscillates between moments of humor and tension,
creating a balanced reading experience that appeals
to a broad range of ages.

Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogue is realistic and reflective of the
characters' ages and backgrounds. Higson captures
the essence of childhood, from playful banter to
deep conversations about fear and loss. This
authenticity adds depth to the characters, making
them relatable and engaging.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, The Enemy has garnered
positive reviews and a dedicated fan base. Readers
have praised Higson for his ability to create a
gripping narrative that combines horror with themes
of friendship and resilience.

A Series of Success



The success of The Enemy led to the creation of a
series, with several sequels expanding on the
characters and their journeys. The subsequent books
continue to explore the aftermath of the apocalypse
and the evolving dynamics among the children.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have lauded the novel for its originality
and compelling storytelling. It has been recognized
for its ability to engage young readers, offering
thrilling adventures while addressing serious
themes. This blend of entertainment and depth has
solidified The Enemy's place in young adult
literature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Enemy by Charlie Higson is a
powerful exploration of survival, friendship, and
the loss of innocence set against a backdrop of
horror and adventure. Its well-developed characters,
gripping plot, and thought-provoking themes make it
a standout in the young adult genre. As readers
follow Ed and his friends on their harrowing
journey, they are compelled to confront their fears,
cherish their friendships, and reflect on what it
means to survive in a world turned upside down. This
novel not only entertains but also resonates with



deeper human experiences, ensuring its place in the
hearts of readers long after they turn the final
page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central premise of 'The Enemy' by
Charlie Higson?
The central premise of 'The Enemy' is a post-
apocalyptic world where a mysterious illness has
turned adults into zombie-like creatures, and a
group of children must navigate this dangerous
landscape to survive.

Who are the main characters in 'The Enemy'?
The main characters include a group of children led
by a boy named Jack, along with other survivors like
Ed, a resourceful and brave character, and a girl
named Arnie, each with their unique skills and
challenges.

How does Charlie Higson develop the theme of
survival in 'The Enemy'?
Charlie Higson develops the theme of survival
through the characters' resourcefulness, the moral
dilemmas they face, and the harsh realities of a
world where trust is scarce and danger lurks at
every corner.

What role do the settings play in 'The Enemy'?
The settings in 'The Enemy' play a crucial role in
establishing the atmosphere of fear and danger, as
the children navigate abandoned cities, dark



forests, and hidden shelters, all of which heighten
the sense of isolation and urgency.

How does Higson portray the relationship between
children and adults in the novel?
Higson portrays the relationship between children
and adults as one of fear and loss, with children
having to fend for themselves in a world where
adults have become monstrous threats, highlighting
themes of innocence lost and the harsh realities of
growing up.

What are some of the challenges the characters face
in 'The Enemy'?
The characters face numerous challenges, including
finding food and shelter, avoiding attacks from
infected adults, dealing with internal conflicts
within their group, and confronting their fears as
they struggle to maintain their humanity.

How does 'The Enemy' blend horror and adventure
elements?
The Enemy blends horror and adventure elements by
creating suspenseful scenarios filled with
terrifying encounters while simultaneously
propelling the characters on a quest for safety and
survival, making it a gripping read.

What is the significance of friendship in 'The
Enemy'?
Friendship is significant in 'The Enemy' as it
provides emotional support and strength for the
characters, helping them to cope with the traumatic
experiences they face and emphasizing the importance
of unity in overcoming adversity.



Is 'The Enemy' part of a series, and what can
readers expect in subsequent books?
Yes, 'The Enemy' is the first book in a series.
Readers can expect further exploration of the
characters' journeys, deeper insights into the post-
apocalyptic world, and the ongoing struggle against
the infected adults in the sequels.
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