
The First Day Of School By Harry Wong

The first day of school is a pivotal moment in the educational calendar, filled with a mix of
excitement, anxiety, and anticipation. In his influential work, Harry Wong emphasizes the
importance of establishing a positive classroom environment from day one. Wong, an educator and
author, offers invaluable insights on how teachers can set the tone for the entire school year. This
article delves into his strategies, the significance of the first day, and practical tips for educators to
ensure a successful start.

Understanding the Importance of the First Day

The first day of school is more than just a date on the calendar; it is a crucial opportunity for both
teachers and students. It serves several essential purposes:

1. Creating Expectations: The first day sets the stage for classroom norms and expectations.
2. Building Relationships: It is a chance to establish rapport and trust between the teacher and
students.



3. Engaging Students: The initial activities can foster enthusiasm and interest in the subjects to be
taught.
4. Establishing a Classroom Community: The first day plays a vital role in creating a sense of
belonging among students.

Wong emphasizes that teachers should view the first day as the foundation upon which they will
build their classroom culture. By approaching this day with intention, teachers can create an
environment conducive to learning and growth.

Harry Wong’s Key Strategies for the First Day

Harry Wong provides several strategies that teachers can implement on the first day of school to
ensure a smooth transition into the academic year. Below, we outline these strategies, detailing their
significance and application.

1. Prepare in Advance

Preparation is crucial for a successful first day. Wong suggests the following steps:

- Classroom Setup: Arrange desks and materials in a way that promotes interaction and learning.
Ensure that the classroom is inviting and organized.
- Materials Ready: Have all necessary materials, such as textbooks, supplies, and schedules, ready
for distribution.
- Lesson Planning: Create a detailed lesson plan that outlines the objectives and activities for the
day.

By preparing in advance, teachers can reduce anxiety and focus on engaging with students.

2. Establish Classroom Rules and Procedures

Wong emphasizes that establishing clear rules and procedures is essential for maintaining order and
promoting a positive learning environment. Here’s how to effectively introduce them:

- Collaborative Discussion: Involve students in creating classroom rules. This fosters ownership and
accountability.
- Visual Aids: Display rules prominently in the classroom. Use posters or handouts to ensure students
remember them.
- Modeling Behavior: Demonstrate expected behaviors and procedures during the first few days to
reinforce understanding.

Having established rules helps students feel secure and provides a framework for behavior
throughout the year.



3. Build Relationships with Students

Wong advocates for building strong relationships with students as a cornerstone of effective
teaching. Here are some strategies to achieve this:

- Icebreaker Activities: Engage students in activities that promote interaction, such as “Two Truths
and a Lie” or “Find Someone Who.”
- Personal Connections: Take time to learn students’ names and interests. This shows that the
teacher values each student as an individual.
- Open Communication: Encourage students to express their feelings and expectations about the
school year, fostering a safe environment for discussion.

By prioritizing relationships, teachers can create a supportive classroom atmosphere that
encourages student engagement.

4. Set High Expectations

Wong stresses the importance of setting high expectations for all students. This can be achieved
through:

- Positive Reinforcement: Recognize and reward positive behaviors and achievements, no matter how
small.
- Challenging Curriculum: Introduce a curriculum that challenges students while providing
necessary support.
- Growth Mindset: Encourage a growth mindset by emphasizing effort and resilience rather than just
achievement.

Setting high expectations communicates to students that the teacher believes in their potential and
is committed to their success.

5. Foster a Positive Classroom Environment

Creating a warm and welcoming classroom is vital for student comfort and engagement. Wong
suggests the following:

- Welcoming Atmosphere: Greet students at the door with a smile and a friendly greeting.
- Classroom Decor: Use colorful displays and student work to create an inviting space.
- Encourage Inclusivity: Promote a sense of community by encouraging students to support and
respect one another.

A positive environment can significantly affect students’ willingness to participate and engage in
their learning.



Activities for the First Day

Implementing engaging activities on the first day can help break the ice and set a positive tone.
Here are some effective activities recommended by Wong:

1. Name Games

Name games help students learn each other's names and promote camaraderie. Examples include:

- Name Bingo: Create bingo cards with students’ names and allow them to mingle to find matches.
- Name Tags: Have students create personalized name tags decorated with their interests.

2. Classroom Tour

A tour of the classroom and school helps students feel more comfortable. During this tour, highlight
important areas such as:

- Supplies Station: Show where students can find necessary materials.
- Resource Areas: Point out reading corners, technology stations, and other resourceful spots.

3. Goal Setting

Encouraging students to set personal and academic goals can foster motivation. Activities might
include:

- Goal Worksheets: Have students fill out worksheets outlining their goals for the year.
- Sharing Circle: Create a sharing circle where students can discuss their aspirations and support
each other’s goals.

4. Class Agreement

Creating a class agreement helps establish a sense of responsibility. This can be done through:

- Group Discussion: Facilitate a discussion on what the classroom should look and feel like.
- Written Agreement: Draft a class agreement that every student signs, promoting accountability.

Conclusion

The first day of school is a critical opportunity for teachers to lay the groundwork for a successful
year. Drawing on the insights of Harry Wong, educators can create a positive, engaging, and



structured environment that fosters learning and growth. By preparing in advance, establishing
rules and expectations, building relationships, setting high expectations, and fostering a positive
classroom atmosphere, teachers can ensure that their students feel welcomed and motivated to
succeed.

As the first day unfolds, it is essential for teachers to remain flexible and responsive to students’
needs. Every class is unique, and adapting to the dynamics of the classroom will contribute to a
thriving learning environment. By embracing the strategies outlined by Wong, teachers can make
the first day not just a beginning, but the start of an exciting and productive academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The First Day of School' by Harry
Wong?
The main theme is the importance of establishing a positive classroom environment and setting clear
expectations from the very first day to foster student engagement and success.

How does Harry Wong suggest teachers should prepare for the
first day of school?
Harry Wong emphasizes the importance of thorough preparation, including organizing the
classroom, planning engaging activities, and having a clear outline of rules and procedures.

What role do routines play according to Harry Wong in 'The
First Day of School'?
Routines are crucial as they create structure and predictability, helping students feel secure and
understand what is expected of them in the classroom.

What strategies does Wong recommend for building rapport
with students on the first day?
Wong recommends personalizing interactions, learning students' names, and showing genuine
interest in their backgrounds and interests to build rapport.

How important is classroom management on the first day,
according to Wong?
Classroom management is extremely important; Wong believes that establishing clear rules and
consequences from day one is essential for a successful school year.

What activities does Harry Wong suggest for the first day of
school?
Wong suggests interactive activities that promote student engagement, such as icebreakers, getting-
to-know-you games, and discussions about classroom expectations.



How does Wong address the anxiety students may feel on the
first day?
Wong acknowledges students' anxiety and suggests creating a welcoming atmosphere where they
feel safe to express their feelings and ask questions.

What is a key takeaway from 'The First Day of School' for new
teachers?
A key takeaway is that a well-planned first day can set the tone for the entire school year, making it
essential for teachers to invest time and effort into planning.
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