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The Godfather, directed by Francis Ford Coppola and released in 1972, is widely regarded as one of
the greatest films in cinematic history. However, it contains themes and content that may not be
suitable for all audiences, particularly younger viewers. This The Godfather Parent Guide aims to
provide parents with a comprehensive overview of the film's content, themes, and potential triggers,
allowing them to make informed decisions about whether to allow their children to watch it.

Overview of The Godfather

The Godfather is a crime drama that chronicles the powerful Italian-American crime family of Don
Vito Corleone (Marlon Brando). The film explores themes of power, loyalty, crime, and the
complexities of family relationships. It follows the transformation of Michael Corleone (Al Pacino),
who initially wants nothing to do with the family's criminal activities but is eventually drawn into the
underworld.



Content Advisory

Before allowing children to watch The Godfather, parents should be aware of its content. The film is
rated R for violence, language, and adult themes. Here are some key elements to consider:

Violence

The Godfather contains several scenes of graphic violence and murder, which may be disturbing to
younger viewers. Notable instances include:

Assassinations of rival gang members.

Brutal beatings and violent confrontations.

Scenes involving the aftermath of violent acts, including blood and gore.

Language

The film features strong language throughout, including frequent use of profanity. Parents should be
prepared for:

Expletives and vulgar language.

Homophobic slurs and derogatory terms.

Adult Themes

The Godfather delves into mature themes that may not be appropriate for children. These include:

The intricacies of organized crime and its impact on families.

Infidelity and marital strife.

Corruption and moral ambiguity.



Age Appropriateness

When considering whether The Godfather is appropriate for younger audiences, it's essential to
assess the maturity level of the viewer. Here are some guidelines:

Recommended Age

The film is generally considered suitable for mature teens and adults. A common age
recommendation is 17 years and older, primarily due to its R rating. However, some parents might
allow older teens (15-16) to watch it, provided they have discussions about the film's themes and
content.

Parental Discretion

Parents should evaluate their children's individual sensitivities to violence, language, and adult
themes. Some children may be more affected by graphic content than others. Open conversations
about what they watch can help mitigate any potential negative impact.

Discussion Points for Parents

If parents decide to allow their children to watch The Godfather, it can be beneficial to have
discussions before and after the viewing. Here are some discussion points to consider:

Morality and Ethics

The Godfather poses significant moral questions. Discuss with your children:

What is the moral code of the Corleone family?

How do the characters justify their actions?

What is the cost of power and loyalty?

Family Dynamics

The film explores complex family relationships. Consider discussing:



The role of family loyalty versus personal ambition.

How family expectations can shape individual choices.

The consequences of familial loyalty in criminal enterprises.

Impact of Violence

Given the film's graphic violence, it’s essential to address:

How violence is portrayed in the film.

The difference between fiction and reality regarding crime.

The impact of violence on individuals and families.

Alternatives to The Godfather

If parents feel The Godfather is too intense for their children, there are alternative films that explore
similar themes without the graphic content. Consider the following options:

Goodfellas (1990): While still a crime film, it has a different style and approach to storytelling.

The Godfather Part II (1974): The sequel provides a deeper exploration of the characters but
may also contain similar content.

Ocean's Eleven (2001): A heist film that is lighter in tone and focuses on teamwork and clever
planning.

Conclusion

In summary, The Godfather is a cinematic masterpiece that delves into complex themes of power,
loyalty, and family. However, it is crucial for parents to consider the film's mature content, including
violence, strong language, and adult themes, before allowing their children to watch it. By engaging
in open discussions about the film's messages and providing alternative viewing options, parents can
help their children navigate the complex world of cinema, fostering a deeper understanding of the
themes presented in The Godfather while ensuring their viewing experience is appropriate and
constructive.



Frequently Asked Questions

What age rating does 'The Godfather' have and what does it
signify?
'The Godfather' is rated R, indicating it contains adult themes, violence, and strong language,
making it unsuitable for viewers under 17 without parental guidance.

What are the main themes of 'The Godfather' that parents
should be aware of?
Key themes include organized crime, family loyalty, power struggles, betrayal, and the moral
complexities of crime and justice.

Are there any notable scenes in 'The Godfather' that may be
concerning for younger viewers?
Yes, the film contains several violent scenes, including shootings, a graphic horse head scene, and
strong language that may be disturbing for younger audiences.

How does 'The Godfather' portray family dynamics?
The film highlights complex family relationships, especially the balance between familial loyalty and
the demands of criminal life.

What kind of violence can be found in 'The Godfather'?
The violence in 'The Godfather' is often graphic and includes shootings, beatings, and psychological
intimidation, reflecting the harsh realities of the mob world.

Is there any substance use depicted in 'The Godfather'?
Yes, the film includes scenes of alcohol consumption and references to gambling and drug use within
the context of the mafia lifestyle.

What moral lessons can be drawn from 'The Godfather'?
While the film primarily focuses on crime, it also explores themes of loyalty, the consequences of
choices, and the impact of one's actions on family and society.

How does 'The Godfather' handle the concept of justice?
The film presents a complex view of justice, often blurring the lines between legal and illegal
actions, showcasing how characters seek personal justice outside the law.

Are there any positive role models in 'The Godfather'?
While the film features complex characters, it primarily portrays anti-heroes, challenging traditional
notions of heroism and morality in the context of crime.



What should parents consider before allowing their children
to watch 'The Godfather'?
Parents should consider the film's mature themes, graphic violence, and strong language, discussing
these elements with their children to promote understanding and critical thinking.
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Both films, The Godfather I and The Godfather II are based on a single novel written by Mario Puzo,
The Godfather. The film is in part both a sequel and a prequel to The Godfather, presenting two
parallel dramas.

The Godfather (1972) - Full cast & crew - IMDb
The Godfather (1972) - Cast and crew credits, including actors, actresses, directors, writers and
more.
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A masterclass in film making, is The Godfather a contender for the best film of all time? I'd argue the
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almost three hours long, you needn't, you won't even notice the time, it flies by. Production values
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