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GRAHAM GREENE

AFFAIR

The End of the Affair is a profound exploration of love, faith, and the
complicated tapestry of human relationships, penned by the illustrious
British author Graham Greene. First published in 1951, this novel delves into
the emotional and psychological turmoil experienced by its characters against
the backdrop of post-World War II London. Greene, known for his ability to
merge the personal with the political, offers readers a poignant narrative
that questions the nature of love, infidelity, and the existential struggles
of the human soul.



Plot Summary

The story unfolds through the perspective of Maurice Bendrix, a successful
writer who becomes embroiled in a passionate affair with Sarah Miles, the
wife of a civil servant. The narrative is set in the context of the
tumultuous atmosphere of 1940s England, marked by the aftermath of war and
the lingering shadows of loss and destruction. The affair begins amidst the
chaos of war, igniting a passionate romance that ultimately leads to profound
consequences.

Key Characters

1. Maurice Bendrix: The protagonist and narrator, a writer whose obsessive
love for Sarah drives the story.

2. Sarah Miles: The object of Maurice's affections, a complex character torn
between her desires and her moral obligations.

3. Richard Miles: Sarah's husband, a civil servant who represents the
conventional and societal expectations of marriage.

4. Mrs. Haines: A minor character who provides insight into Sarah's
motivations and feelings.

5. God: While not a character in the traditional sense, the notion of God
plays a significant role in Sarah's internal conflict and the story's
thematic depth.

Thematic Exploration

The End of the Affair is rich with themes that resonate deeply with the human
experience. Greene'’'s narrative invites readers to reflect on the nature of
love, the complexities of faith, and the interplay of betrayal and
redemption.

Love and Obsession

The central theme of the novel revolves around the complexities of love.
Greene presents love as something that can be both beautiful and destructive.
Maurice's obsession with Sarah is depicted as an all-consuming force that
blinds him to the realities of their situation. Key points include:

- Unconditional Love: Maurice's love for Sarah is intense and unwavering,
emphasizing the depth of human emotion.

- Jealousy and Possession: Maurice's jealousy manifests as a desire to
possess Sarah completely, leading to emotional turmoil.

- Sacrifice: Sarah’s struggle between her love for Maurice and her commitment
to Richard highlights the sacrifices involved in romantic relationships.



Faith and Doubt

Greene, a devout Catholic, seamlessly weaves themes of faith and spirituality
throughout the narrative. Sarah's spiritual journey reflects her internal
struggles and the quest for meaning in her life. Key elements include:

- The Search for God: Sarah’'s attempts to reconcile her love for Maurice with
her belief in God illustrate her spiritual conflict.

- The Role of Guilt: Both Maurice and Sarah grapple with feelings of gquilt,
representing the weight of their actions and the impact on their souls.

- Redemption: The novel raises questions about the possibility of forgiveness
and redemption, particularly in the context of human failings.

Literary Techniques

Greene employs a variety of literary techniques to enhance the narrative and
deepen its emotional impact. His style is marked by rich imagery, symbolism,
and a nonlinear narrative structure.

First-Person Narration

The use of first-person narration through Maurice’'s perspective allows
readers to intimately experience his thoughts and emotions. This technique
creates a sense of immediacy and connection, allowing the audience to
empathize with his turmoil and longing.

Symbolism

Greene’s use of symbolism enriches the narrative, providing layers of
meaning. Some significant symbols include:

- The Rain: Frequent references to rain serve as a metaphor for emotional
cleansing and the tumultuous nature of love.

- The House: The physical space of Sarah and Richard’s home symbolizes the
constraints of societal expectations and the conflict between desire and
duty.

Nonlinear Structure

The narrative unfolds in a nonlinear fashion, jumping between past and
present. This technique reflects the fragmented nature of memory and desire,
allowing readers to piece together the complexities of the characters'



relationships.

Character Development

Greene's characters are meticulously crafted, each embodying distinct
emotional and moral struggles. The development of Maurice and Sarah is
particularly noteworthy, as their relationship transforms throughout the
novel.

Maurice Bendrix

- Transformation: Maurice evolves from a self-absorbed writer to a man
grappling with profound questions about love and faith.

- Conflict: His internal conflict between his desires and the reality of his
situation drives much of the narrative tension.

- Despair and Redemption: Maurice’s journey reflects a search for meaning and
understanding, ultimately leading to a confrontation with his own beliefs.

Sarah Miles

- Complexity: Sarah is portrayed as a multifaceted character who embodies
both strength and vulnerability.

- Conflict with Society: Her struggle against societal norms and expectations
adds depth to her character, highlighting the constraints placed on women in
her era.

- Spiritual Journey: Sarah's quest for faith and forgiveness is central to
her character arc, showcasing her inner turmoil and desire for redemption.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, The End of the Affair received mixed reviews, with some
critics praising Greene's exploration of complex themes, while others found
fault with its moral ambiguities. Over time, however, the novel has been
recognized as one of Greene’'s most significant works, celebrated for its
emotional depth and thought-provoking commentary on love and faith.

Enduring Legacy

- Influence on Literature: Greene's work has inspired countless authors and
continues to be studied for its thematic richness and stylistic innovation.
- Adaptations: The novel has been adapted into film and stage productions,



illustrating its lasting impact on popular culture.

- Critical Analysis: Scholars frequently analyze the text for its exploration
of existential themes, the nature of love, and the intersection of faith and
doubt.

Conclusion

The End of the Affair stands as a testament to Graham Greene's literary
prowess, weaving a tapestry of love, faith, and the human condition. Through
the complex relationships between Maurice, Sarah, and Richard, Greene invites
readers to ponder the intricacies of love and the moral dilemmas that
accompany it. The novel's exploration of faith, gquilt, and redemption
resonates profoundly, offering timeless reflections on the nature of human
existence. As readers traverse the emotional landscape of this poignant
narrative, they are reminded of the delicate balance between desire and duty,
ultimately questioning what it truly means to love and to be loved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'The End of
the Affair' by Graham Greene?

The central themes of 'The End of the Affair' include love, jealousy, faith,
and the complexities of human relationships. The novel examines the interplay
between passion and morality, and how personal beliefs influence one's
actions.

How does Graham Greene portray the character of
Maurice Bendrix in the novel?

Maurice Bendrix is depicted as a complex character, often torn between his
obsessive love for Sarah and his cynicism towards romantic relationships. His
internal conflicts and emotional struggles drive much of the narrative.

What role does faith play in 'The End of the
Affair'?

Faith is a significant theme in the novel, particularly through Sarah Miles'
character. Her struggle with faith and the impact of her beliefs on her
relationship with Maurice highlight the tension between spiritual conviction
and earthly love.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The End



of the Affair'?

The setting of London during and after World War II plays a crucial role in
the story. The backdrop of war and its aftermath heightens the emotional
stakes and reflects the characters' turmoil and existential dilemmas.

What narrative style does Graham Greene use in 'The
End of the Affair'?

Graham Greene employs a first-person narrative style through Maurice Bendrix,
allowing readers to experience his thoughts and emotions intimately. This
perspective adds depth to the exploration of love and betrayal.

What is the significance of the title 'The End of
the Affair'?

The title signifies both the conclusion of Maurice and Sarah's romantic
relationship and the broader themes of loss and the impermanence of human
connections. It encapsulates the sense of finality and reflection that
permeates the novel.

How does jealousy manifest in the relationship
between Maurice and Sarah?

Jealousy is a driving force in Maurice's character, leading to obsessive
thoughts and actions regarding Sarah and her relationship with God. His
jealousy underscores the fragility of their affair and ultimately contributes
to its unraveling.

What impact does the character of Sarah Miles have
on the overall narrative?

Sarah Miles serves as the catalyst for the events in the novel, embodying the
conflict between desire and duty. Her choices and the emotional distance she
creates profoundly affect Maurice, shaping the story's trajectory.

How does 'The End of the Affair' reflect Graham
Greene's own views on love and faith?

The novel reflects Greene's complex views on love and faith, often portraying
them as intertwined yet conflicting forces. His exploration of the
characters' struggles with both themes suggests a nuanced understanding of
human nature and spirituality.
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