The Great Gatsby Anticipation Guide

THE GREAT GATSBY
ANTICIPATION GUIDE

18
The Grenat Gatshy THEME-BASED
Anticipation Guide STATEMENTS

PRINTABLE
& EDITABLE

PRE-READING
& REFLECTION

18 THEME-BASED STATEMENTS
PRINTABLE & EDITABLE

The Great Gatsby Anticipation Guide serves as a pivotal tool for readers
preparing to delve into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. This guide is
designed to provoke thought, encourage deep engagement with the text, and
foster discussions around its central themes, characters, and historical
context. Through a series of statements and questions, the anticipation guide
helps readers articulate their perspectives and predictions about the
narrative, which can enhance their understanding and enjoyment of the book.

Understanding the Anticipation Guide

An anticipation guide is a pre-reading strategy that activates prior
knowledge and sets the stage for critical thinking. It typically consists of
statements related to the themes, characters, and settings within the text,
which readers respond to before engaging with the material. This method not
only stimulates interest but also allows readers to track their evolving
thoughts and opinions as they progress through the narrative.

Purpose of the Anticipation Guide

The primary purposes of an anticipation guide include:

1. Engagement: Encouraging readers to connect personally with the themes and
issues presented in the text.



2. Critical Thinking: Fostering analytical skills as readers evaluate their
beliefs against the narrative.

3. Prediction: Allowing readers to make predictions about the plot and
character developments based on their initial responses.

4. Reflection: Providing a framework for post-reading discussions and
reflections on how their perspectives have changed.

Structure of an Anticipation Guide

A well-constructed anticipation guide often consists of several key
components:

- Statements: These are typically presented as true or false or
agree/disagree propositions relating to themes such as wealth, love,
morality, and the American Dream.

- Space for Responses: Readers are usually given space to indicate their
initial agreement or disagreement with each statement.

- Follow-Up Questions: After reading, additional questions encourage deeper
reflection on how their views may have shifted.

Key Themes in The Great Gatsby

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby explores numerous themes that resonate
with readers of all ages. These themes can be effectively captured in an
anticipation guide.

The American Dream

One of the central themes of the novel is the concept of the American Dreanm,
defined by the idea that anyone can achieve success through hard work and
determination.

Statement Examples:

- The pursuit of wealth leads to happiness.
- Success 1is determined by social status rather than personal merit.

Love and Relationships

Love, often intertwined with desire, ambition, and betrayal, plays a crucial
role in the narrative.

Statement Examples:
- True love can withstand the test of time and circumstance.



- Wealthy individuals are often more capable of forming genuine
relationships.

Class and Society

Fitzgerald poignantly comments on the distinctions between social classes and
their implications on identity and personal worth.

Statement Examples:
- One's social class defines their character and worth.
- People from different social classes can never truly understand each other.

Creating Your Anticipation Guide

To create a personalized anticipation guide for The Great Gatsby, consider
the following steps:

1. Develop Thought-Provoking Statements

Craft statements that resonate with the themes of the novel. Ensure they are
open-ended enough to elicit diverse opinions. Here are examples to inspire
you:

- Money can buy happiness.
- People change based on their social environment.
- The past can never truly be recaptured.

2. Encourage Personal Reflection

Incorporate space for readers to reflect on their personal experiences and
beliefs. This could include questions like:

- How do you define success in your own life?
- What role does love play in your personal relationships?

3. Facilitate Group Discussions

If using the anticipation guide in a classroom setting, consider organizing
group discussions where students can share their initial thoughts and later
compare them with their post-reading insights. This can lead to rich
dialogues about the narrative and its implications.



Using the Anticipation Guide During Reading

As readers progress through The Great Gatsby, the anticipation guide can
serve as a reference point for evaluating their evolving understanding.

1. Revisit Statements

Encourage readers to revisit their initial responses to the statements. Are
their views still the same? Have they changed? Why?

2. Annotate Texts

As they read, readers can annotate passages that resonate with their
statements. This practice allows for a deeper connection with the text and
aids in comprehension.

3. Make Connections

Prompt readers to make connections between their personal experiences and the
experiences of characters in the novel. This can enrich their understanding
of the text’s relevance to contemporary issues.

Post-Reading Reflection

Once readers complete The Great Gatsby, the anticipation guide can serve as a
valuable tool for reflection and discussion.

1. Analyze Changes in Perspective

Readers should assess how their perspectives have shifted. This might include
answering questions such as:

- What statements do you now agree or disagree with, and why?
- How did the characters' experiences influence your views on the themes?

2. Engage in Group Discussions

Facilitate group discussions where readers share their reflections. This can



lead to insightful conversations about the text’s deeper meanings.

3. Write a Reflective Essay

Encourage readers to write a reflective essay on the themes explored in the
anticipation guide and how their understanding of these themes has evolved
through their reading experience.

Conclusion

The Great Gatsby Anticipation Guide is a powerful educational tool that
enhances the reading experience by fostering engagement and critical
thinking. By preparing readers to confront complex themes such as the
American Dream, love, and societal class, the anticipation guide lays a
foundation for a rich exploration of Fitzgerald’'s timeless narrative. Whether
used in a classroom setting or as a personal reading strategy, this guide
invites readers to connect deeply with the text, reflect on their beliefs,
and engage in meaningful discussions that resonate beyond the pages of the
novel. Ultimately, the anticipation guide not only enriches the reading of
The Great Gatsby but also encourages readers to examine their own lives and
societal contexts in light of the themes presented in the story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'The Great Gatsby' that
can be discussed in an anticipation guide?

Themes such as the American Dream, social class disparity, love and
relationships, and the illusion of the past are central to 'The Great Gatsby'
and can be explored in an anticipation guide.

How does the setting of the 1920s influence the
characters in 'The Great Gatsby'?

The 1920s, characterized by economic prosperity and cultural change,
influences the characters' behaviors, aspirations, and conflicts, shaping
their pursuit of the American Dream.

What role does the narrator, Nick Carraway, play in
shaping the reader's understanding of Gatshby?

Nick Carraway serves as both a participant and observer, providing a
subjective view of Gatsby while also critiquing the moral decay of society,
which helps readers form their own opinions about Gatsby.



How can the concept of the American Dream be
analyzed through the lens of 'The Great Gatsby'?

The American Dream is depicted as an unattainable ideal, corrupted by
materialism and social status, prompting discussions on its viability and
consequences in both the novel and contemporary society.

In what ways do symbols in 'The Great Gatsby’
enhance its themes?

Symbols like the green light, the valley of ashes, and the eyes of Dr. T.J.
Eckleburg enrich the narrative, reflecting themes of hope, moral decay, and
the elusive nature of dreams.

What questions can be posed about the relationships
portrayed in 'The Great Gatsby'?

Questions about the nature of love, the impact of social class on
relationships, and the idea of infidelity can lead to deeper discussions on
the complexities of human connections in the novel.

How does Fitzgerald use imagery to convey the mood
and tone in 'The Great Gatshby'?

Fitzgerald employs vivid imagery to create a luxurious yet hollow atmosphere,
contrasting the opulence of Gatsby's parties with the emptiness of the
characters' lives, enhancing the novel's themes.

What moral lessons can be drawn from the characters'
experiences in 'The Great Gatsby'?

The characters' downfalls illustrate the dangers of unchecked ambition, the
superficiality of wealth, and the futility of trying to recreate the past,
offering cautionary tales about personal and societal values.

How can readers relate the events of 'The Great
Gatsby' to modern society?

Readers can draw parallels between the themes of wealth inequality, the
pursuit of success, and the impact of social media in shaping identity and
relationships, making the novel's message relevant today.

What questions can be included in an anticipation
guide to engage readers before they start 'The Great
Gatsby'?

Questions could include: 'What does success mean to you?', 'Can money buy
happiness?', and 'Is the past always worth revisiting?', prompting personal



reflections and connections to the text.
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