
The Giver And Gathering Blue

The Giver and Gathering Blue are two seminal works by Lois Lowry that delve
into dystopian societies and the complexities of human experience. While both
novels exist in the same universe, they explore different themes and societal
structures. In "The Giver," readers are introduced to a meticulously
controlled community that prioritizes sameness and the suppression of
emotions. Conversely, "Gathering Blue" presents a world that, while also
flawed, embraces individuality and artistic expression. Together, these
novels offer a profound commentary on the importance of memory, emotion, and
the role of art in human life.



Overview of The Giver

Setting and Premise
"The Giver" is set in a dystopian society that has eliminated pain,
suffering, and emotional depth in favor of a tranquil, predictable existence.
Citizens live under strict guidelines that dictate every aspect of their
lives, from family structures to career choices. The community’s emphasis on
sameness leads to the eradication of color, music, and any form of personal
expression.

Main Characters
- Jonas: The protagonist, an eleven-year-old boy who begins to question the
morality of his society.
- The Giver: The current Receiver of Memory, who holds all the memories of
the past and imparts them to Jonas.
- Jonas's Family: Includes his parents and younger sister, Lily, who
represent the typical family structure in the community.

The Journey of Jonas
Jonas's life takes a pivotal turn when he is chosen to be the new Receiver of
Memory, a highly respected position. As Jonas undergoes training with The
Giver, he begins to experience emotions and memories that his community has
long suppressed. This journey leads him to discover the beauty of love, the
pain of loss, and the richness of human experience.

Thematic Exploration
- Memory and Emotion: Central to the story is the idea that memory is
essential for understanding one’s identity and humanity.
- Freedom vs. Control: The novel examines the balance between societal order
and individual freedom.
- The Importance of Choice: As Jonas learns about the consequences of
choices, he begins to understand the value of free will.

Overview of Gathering Blue

Setting and Premise
In "Gathering Blue," the setting contrasts sharply with that of "The Giver."
The story takes place in a post-apocalyptic society where survival is
paramount, and beauty is often overlooked. The community is less structured,
but it is riddled with its own injustices, particularly towards the weak and
disabled.



Main Characters
- Kira: The protagonist, a young girl with a talent for weaving, who must
navigate a society that devalues her because of her disability.
- Matt: Kira's loyal friend who represents the spirit of resilience and hope.
- The Guardians: A group of leaders who maintain control over the community
and often exploit the vulnerable.

The Journey of Kira
Kira’s journey begins when she is orphaned and must prove her worth to the
community. Unlike Jonas, who is chosen for his role, Kira faces skepticism
and prejudice due to her physical impairment. However, her talent for weaving
becomes her means of survival and self-expression. Throughout the novel, Kira
learns about the importance of her art and how it can challenge societal
norms.

Thematic Exploration
- Art and Individuality: "Gathering Blue" emphasizes the significance of art
as a form of personal and cultural expression.
- Community and Isolation: The novel explores the tension between belonging
to a community and the isolation that comes from being different.
- Hope and Resilience: Kira’s story is ultimately one of hope, illustrating
the power of the human spirit to overcome adversity.

Comparative Analysis

Societal Structures
Both novels depict societies that suppress individuality, but they do so in
different ways.

- In "The Giver," the community enforces conformity through strict rules and
the elimination of emotional depth.
- In "Gathering Blue," the societal structure is less rigid, but it still
marginalizes those who do not fit the norm.

Character Development
- Jonas begins as a naive boy and evolves into a young man who understands
the depth of human experience, ultimately choosing to escape his society.
- Kira, on the other hand, starts as an underestimated girl and grows into a
confident artist who claims her place in the world.

Art and Memory
One of the most striking differences between the two novels is their
portrayal of art and memory.

- In "The Giver," the suppression of memory leads to a lack of emotional



richness and human experience.
- In "Gathering Blue," Kira’s art is a form of resistance against societal
norms and a means of preserving her community’s history.

Conclusion
Lois Lowry's "The Giver" and "Gathering Blue" are powerful narratives that
explore the nuances of human experience in dystopian settings. Through the
journeys of Jonas and Kira, Lowry illustrates the importance of memory,
emotion, and artistic expression in shaping identity and understanding the
world. These themes resonate deeply in contemporary society, prompting
readers to reflect on the value of individuality, the role of art, and the
significance of our memories. By examining these two works together, we gain
a richer understanding of the human condition and the complexities of the
societies we inhabit.

In summary, both novels serve as poignant reminders of the importance of
embracing our emotions and celebrating our differences. They challenge us to
consider the implications of a society that prioritizes control over freedom,
and they inspire us to seek beauty and meaning in our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do the themes of individuality and conformity
manifest in 'The Giver' and 'Gathering Blue'?
In 'The Giver', individuality is suppressed through strict societal rules and
uniformity, while in 'Gathering Blue', the protagonist Kira fights against
societal norms that devalue her abilities, highlighting a contrast between
the two societies' approaches to individuality.

What role does memory play in the development of
characters in 'The Giver' compared to 'Gathering
Blue'?
In 'The Giver', memory is central to the protagonist Jonas's awakening and
understanding of emotions, while in 'Gathering Blue', Kira's memories of her
mother and her past drive her resilience and creativity, showing how memory
influences identity in both narratives.

How does the concept of community differ between the
societies in 'The Giver' and 'Gathering Blue'?
In 'The Giver', the community is highly controlled and sacrifices personal
freedoms for sameness, whereas in 'Gathering Blue', the community is more
fragmented and hierarchical, reflecting different values of cooperation and
survival amidst adversity.

What significance does art and creativity hold in
'Gathering Blue' compared to 'The Giver'?
In 'Gathering Blue', art and creativity are essential for Kira's identity and
empowerment, symbolizing hope and resistance, while in 'The Giver',



creativity is largely absent in the controlled society, emphasizing the loss
of emotional depth and personal expression.

How do the protagonists of 'The Giver' and 'Gathering
Blue' confront their respective societies?
Jonas confronts his society by seeking the truth about emotions and memories,
ultimately choosing to escape, while Kira confronts her society by asserting
her value and challenging the status quo through her artistry, representing
different forms of resistance.
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