
The Great Gatsby Character Worksheet

The Great Gatsby character worksheet is an essential tool for readers and
students delving into F. Scott Fitzgerald’s iconic novel. This literary work,
set in the Roaring Twenties, explores themes of wealth, love, and the
American Dream through its richly developed characters. Understanding each
character's motives, backgrounds, and interactions not only enhances the
reading experience but also deepens comprehension of the novel's central
themes. In this article, we will explore the main characters of "The Great
Gatsby," providing detailed descriptions, analysis, and insights that can be
compiled into a character worksheet.

Overview of Major Characters

"The Great Gatsby" features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing
to the narrative's complexity. Below are the major characters that readers
should focus on:

1. Jay Gatsby
- Background: Originally named James Gatz, Gatsby is the novel's enigmatic
protagonist. He rises from humble beginnings in North Dakota to immense
wealth through questionable means.
- Motivation: Gatsby is driven by his love for Daisy Buchanan, which leads
him to pursue wealth and status, believing it will win her back.
- Traits: Optimistic, romantic, and tragic, Gatsby embodies the American



Dream's promise and its pitfalls.

2. Nick Carraway
- Background: The novel’s narrator, Nick is a Yale graduate from the Midwest
who moves to West Egg, Long Island, to work in the bond business.
- Role: As a trusted friend of Gatsby and cousin to Daisy, Nick provides a
moral compass throughout the story.
- Traits: Observant, reflective, and somewhat detached, Nick offers insights
into the lives of the wealthy and their moral failings.

3. Daisy Buchanan
- Background: Daisy is a beautiful, shallow woman married to Tom Buchanan.
She represents both the allure and emptiness of wealth.
- Motivation: Torn between her love for Gatsby and her commitment to Tom,
Daisy embodies the struggles of women in the 1920s.
- Traits: Charming yet superficial, Daisy is often seen as a symbol of the
American Dream's corruption.

4. Tom Buchanan
- Background: A wealthy, arrogant man, Tom is Daisy’s husband and represents
old money's privilege and entitlement.
- Motivation: Tom is driven by a desire to maintain his social status, often
resorting to violence and infidelity to assert his dominance.
- Traits: Racist, arrogant, and aggressive, Tom serves as an antagonist to
Gatsby and represents the moral decay of the upper class.

5. Jordan Baker
- Background: A professional golfer and friend of Daisy, Jordan is
characterized by her cynicism and ambiguity.
- Role: She forms a romantic relationship with Nick, providing a contrasting
perspective on the values of the wealthy.
- Traits: Dishonest, self-sufficient, and modern, Jordan embodies the
changing roles of women in society.

6. Myrtle Wilson
- Background: Tom's mistress, Myrtle is married to George Wilson, a mechanic
who owns a garage in the Valley of Ashes.
- Motivation: Myrtle seeks to escape her lower-class life and believes that
Tom will provide her with the wealth she craves.
- Traits: Ambitious, desperate, and ultimately tragic, Myrtle’s character
highlights the disparities between social classes.



Character Relationships

Understanding the intricate relationships between characters is crucial to
grasping the novel's themes. Here are some key dynamics:

1. Gatsby and Daisy
- Their relationship is central to the plot, rooted in a romantic past that
Gatsby idealizes.
- Daisy’s decision to marry Tom instead of waiting for Gatsby reveals her
inherent conflict between love and social status.

2. Nick and Gatsby
- Nick serves as Gatsby’s confidant and moral anchor, reflecting Gatsby’s
hopefulness and tragic flaws.
- Their friendship underscores themes of loyalty and the pursuit of dreams.

3. Tom and Daisy
- Their marriage is marked by infidelity and disillusionment, representing
the emptiness of the American upper class.
- Tom's dominance and Daisy's passivity create a toxic dynamic that
ultimately leads to tragedy.

4. Nick and Jordan
- Their relationship exemplifies the complexities of romance in the Jazz Age,
highlighting the tension between traditional values and modernity.
- Nick’s moral integrity contrasts with Jordan’s dishonest nature,
complicating their connection.

5. Myrtle and Tom
- Tom’s affair with Myrtle represents the exploitation of the lower class by
the wealthy.
- Myrtle’s tragic fate serves as a commentary on the consequences of pursuing
wealth and status at any cost.

Character Analysis

A deeper analysis of characters can help readers connect with the text on a
more profound level. Here are some essential points for each character:



Jay Gatsby
- Symbolism: Gatsby is often seen as a symbol of the American Dream,
representing the idea that anyone can achieve greatness regardless of their
origins.
- Tragic Hero: His relentless pursuit of an idealized love leads to his
downfall, making him a classic tragic hero.

Nick Carraway
- Narrative Perspective: As the narrator, Nick’s perspective shapes how
readers interpret events and characters, emphasizing themes of morality and
social critique.
- Moral Compass: His disillusionment with the East Egg elite reflects the
broader disillusionment of the American society of the time.

Daisy Buchanan
- Complexity: Daisy’s character embodies both the allure and the
superficiality of wealth, making her a complex figure in the narrative.
- Representation of Women: Her struggles reveal the limited roles available
to women in the 1920s, highlighting the tension between personal desire and
societal expectations.

Tom Buchanan
- Antagonism: Tom’s character serves as the primary antagonist to Gatsby,
symbolizing the destructive power of privilege and entitlement.
- Moral Decay: His actions illustrate the moral decay of the American elite,
reinforcing the novel’s critique of the American Dream.

Jordan Baker
- Modern Woman: Jordan represents the new woman of the 1920s, challenging
traditional gender roles while also embodying the era's moral ambiguities.
- Complex Relationship: Her relationship with Nick reveals the tensions
between personal ambition and emotional connection.

Myrtle Wilson
- Tragic Aspirations: Myrtle’s desperate desire for a better life ultimately
leads to her tragic end, emphasizing the dangers of unfulfilled dreams.
- Class Disparities: Her character serves as a poignant reminder of the stark
class disparities that exist in society.



Conclusion

In summary, a The Great Gatsby character worksheet is an invaluable resource
for anyone seeking to delve into the complexities of Fitzgerald's characters.
By examining their backgrounds, motivations, relationships, and symbolic
meanings, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the novel's themes.
Characters like Jay Gatsby, Nick Carraway, and Daisy Buchanan are not merely
products of their time; they represent enduring struggles that resonate even
today. Through thoughtful analysis and exploration, readers can appreciate
the intricacies of "The Great Gatsby" and its commentary on the American
Dream and the human condition. Whether used in a classroom setting or for
personal enrichment, a character worksheet empowers readers to engage with
this literary masterpiece on a deeper level.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a character worksheet for
'The Great Gatsby'?
A character worksheet for 'The Great Gatsby' helps students analyze and
understand the motivations, relationships, and developments of key characters
in the novel.

Which characters are typically included in a 'Great
Gatsby' character worksheet?
Common characters included are Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, Tom Buchanan, Nick
Carraway, Jordan Baker, and Myrtle Wilson.

How can a character worksheet enhance understanding
of Jay Gatsby's character?
By detailing Gatsby's background, dreams, relationships, and ultimate fate, a
worksheet can highlight his complexity and the themes of the American Dream.

What key themes can be explored through a character
worksheet for 'The Great Gatsby'?
Themes such as the American Dream, social class, love and relationships, and
moral decay can be explored through character analysis.

How does a character worksheet facilitate discussion
about the characters' relationships?
It encourages students to map out interactions, conflicts, and dynamics among
characters, leading to deeper discussions about their significance and impact



on the story.

What types of questions might be found on a great
Gatsby character worksheet?
Questions may include inquiries about character motivations, changes
throughout the story, relationships with other characters, and their symbolic
meanings.

Can a character worksheet aid in writing essays
about 'The Great Gatsby'?
Yes, it helps organize thoughts, provides evidence from the text, and
clarifies character arcs, making it easier to construct coherent essays.
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