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The End of the Affair is a profound exploration of love, jealousy, and the complexities of human
relationships, penned by the British author Graham Greene. Published in 1951, the novel delves into
the intricacies of an extramarital affair set against the backdrop of World War Il London. Greene's
keen psychological insight and his ability to portray the moral dilemmas of his characters make this
novel a timeless classic. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the novel, its themes,
characters, and its significance in literary history.



Plot Summary

The narrative of The End of the Affair unfolds through the eyes of Maurice Bendrix, a successful writer
who embarks on a passionate affair with Sarah Miles, the wife of a civil servant, during the war. The
story is set in London, where the backdrop of bombings and wartime uncertainty amplifies the
emotional turmoil experienced by the characters.

Beginning of the Affair

- Maurice and Sarah meet in 1939, and their relationship quickly develops into an intense love affair.
- Their meetings occur in secret, filled with passion and a sense of urgency due to the war.

- Maurice struggles with his feelings for Sarah, often reflecting on the nature of love and its
implications.

The Turning Point

- The affair takes a dramatic turn when Sarah suddenly ends their relationship.

- After a near-death experience involving a bombing, Sarah claims to have found faith in God, which
complicates her feelings for Maurice.

- The abrupt end of the affair leaves Maurice heartbroken and confused, leading him to obsessively
seek answers.

Exploration of Themes

Greene intricately weaves several themes throughout the novel, which contribute to its depth and
resonance.

- Love and Desire: The novel examines the nature of love, contrasting passionate desire with genuine
emotional connection. Maurice and Sarah’s relationship reflects the tension between physical
attraction and the complexities of true love.

- Faith and Doubt: Sarah’s conversion to Christianity serves as a pivotal theme, questioning the role of
faith in personal relationships. The conflict between her newfound beliefs and her feelings for Maurice
creates a profound internal struggle.

- Jealousy and Possession: Maurice’s jealousy and possessiveness are central to the narrative,

showcasing how love can become toxic. His obsession with Sarah drives much of the plot, leading to
destructive consequences.

Character Analysis

The characters in The End of the Affair are richly developed, each representing different facets of



love, faith, and human experience.

Maurice Bendrix

- Role: The protagonist and narrator, Maurice is a writer whose life revolves around his tumultuous
affair with Sarah.

- Complexity: His character embodies insecurity and jealousy, providing insight into the darker
aspects of love. He is introspective and often questions the nature of his feelings, making him a
relatable and flawed character.

- Transformation: Throughout the novel, Maurice undergoes a transformation, grappling with his
emotions and the consequences of his actions.

Sarah Miles

- Role: Sarah is the object of Maurice's obsession, a complex character torn between her desires and
her newfound faith.

- Conflict: Her decision to end the affair reflects her internal conflict between her love for Maurice and
her commitment to her spiritual beliefs.

- Symbolism: Sarah represents the struggle between earthly love and spiritual fulfillment, embodying
the novel's central themes.

Supporting Characters

- Henry Miles: Sarah’s husband, who is portrayed as a kind yet oblivious man. His presence highlights
the moral conflicts at play in Sarah’s decision to leave Maurice.

- Mr. Parkis: A private investigator hired by Maurice to uncover the truth about Sarah. His character
adds a layer of intrigue and serves as a catalyst for Maurice’'s emotional journey.

Literary Techniques

Greene employs various literary techniques that enhance the novel's emotional depth and thematic
richness.

First-Person Narrative

- The use of first-person narration allows readers to experience Maurice’s inner thoughts and
emotions directly. This perspective invites readers to empathize with his struggles and dilemmas.



Stream of Consciousness

- Greene’s use of stream-of-consciousness techniques provides insight into the characters’
psychological states. Maurice’s fluctuating emotions are captured in a raw and immediate manner,
immersing the reader in his turmoil.

Symbolism

- The Bombing: The constant threat of war serves as a metaphor for the unpredictability of love and
relationships. The bombings symbolize the chaos that can disrupt even the most passionate affairs.
- Faith: Sarah’s conversion acts as a symbol of redemption and the search for meaning beyond
physical love. Her struggle with faith mirrors the broader theme of existential questioning present in
the novel.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, The End of the Affair received critical acclaim for its profound exploration of love and
faith. Critics praised Greene's ability to delve into the human psyche, highlighting the novel's
emotional complexity.

- Enduring Legacy: The novel has since become a staple of modern literature, studied in academic
settings for its thematic depth and character development.

- Adaptations: Its popularity has led to various adaptations, including a successful film in 1999, which
brought Greene's narrative to a wider audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The End of the Affair stands as a significant work in Graham Greene's oeuvre, offering a
rich tapestry of themes that resonate with readers across generations. Through its exploration of love,
faith, and human complexity, the novel invites reflection on the nature of relationships and the moral
dilemmas they present. Greene's masterful storytelling and character development ensure that this
novel remains relevant and impactful, a testament to the enduring power of literature to explore the
human condition. As readers navigate the emotional landscape of Maurice and Sarah’s affair, they are
reminded of the fragility of love and the profound questions it raises about faith, desire, and the
choices we make.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The End of the Affair' by Graham



Greene?

The main theme of 'The End of the Affair' is the complex interplay between love, faith, and jealousy,
exploring how these emotions can lead to both passion and suffering.

Who are the central characters in 'The End of the Affair'?

The central characters in 'The End of the Affair' are Maurice Bendrix, Sarah Miles, and Henry Miles,
each representing different aspects of love and commitment.

How does the setting influence the narrative of 'The End of
the Affair'?

The setting of London during World War |l creates a backdrop of tension and uncertainty, reflecting
the characters' emotional turmoil and the impact of external conflict on personal relationships.

What role does religion play in 'The End of the Affair'?

Religion plays a significant role in 'The End of the Affair', particularly through Sarah's struggle with
faith, guilt, and the moral implications of her affair, which challenge her beliefs.

What narrative style is employed in 'The End of the Affair'?

The novel employs a first-person narrative style, primarily from Maurice Bendrix's perspective,
allowing readers to delve deeply into his thoughts and emotions.

How does 'The End of the Affair' address the concept of
obsession?

‘The End of the Affair' examines obsession through Maurice's intense feelings for Sarah, showcasing
how obsession can distort reality and lead to destructive behaviors.

What is the significance of the title 'The End of the Affair'?

The title 'The End of the Affair' signifies both the conclusion of the romantic relationship between
Maurice and Sarah and the broader exploration of the impermanence of love and the complexities of
human connections.
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