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The great debaters questions answer key is a crucial resource for educators, students, and
anyone interested in the art of debate. The film "The Great Debaters," directed by Denzel
Washington, is based on the true story of the Wiley College debate team in the 1930s. The movie not
only highlights the power of words and intellectual discourse but also delves into themes of social
justice, racial inequality, and the importance of education. This article will provide a comprehensive
overview of the key questions that arise from the film and their corresponding answers, offering
insights into the themes, characters, and historical context.

Understanding the Context

Before diving into the specific questions and answers, it is essential to understand the context of "The
Great Debaters." The film is set against the backdrop of the Jim Crow era in the United States, a time
characterized by severe racial segregation and discrimination. Wiley College, a historically black
college in Texas, became a beacon of hope and empowerment for African American students during
this tumultuous period.

Key Themes

The film explores several important themes, including:

1. The Power of Education: Education is portrayed as a vital tool for social change and personal
empowerment.

2. Racial Injustice: The characters confront and challenge the systemic racism of their time.

3. Courage and Resilience: The debaters demonstrate remarkable courage in the face of adversity,
inspiring others to stand up for their beliefs.

4. The Art of Persuasion: The film showcases the significance of rhetoric and debate in influencing
public opinion and societal change.



Key Questions and Answers

Below are some of the most compelling questions that can arise from a study of "The Great
Debaters," along with their answers.

1. What motivated the characters to participate in debate?

The characters, particularly James Farmer Jr., Henry Lowe, and Samantha Booke, were motivated by a
desire to challenge the status quo and advocate for social justice. They viewed debate as a platform
to articulate their beliefs and make a difference in their community. The opportunity to compete
against prestigious institutions also served as a means of proving their capabilities and breaking down
racial barriers.

2. How does the film portray the role of mentorship?

Mentorship is a significant theme in the film, primarily represented through the character of Melvin B.
Tolson, the debate coach. Tolson serves not only as a mentor in debate but also as a guide in life. He
instills confidence in his students, encourages them to think critically, and pushes them to confront
societal injustices. His mentorship is pivotal to the debaters' success and personal growth.

3. What are the key arguments presented by the Wiley
College debate team?

The Wiley College debate team presents several key arguments throughout the film:

- The importance of civil disobedience: They argue that individuals have a moral obligation to resist
unjust laws.

- The value of education: They advocate for education as a means to elevate the African American
community.

- The necessity of equality: The team argues for the fundamental right to equality and justice for all,
regardless of race.

These arguments are not only central to their debates but also reflect the broader struggles of the
African American community during the 1930s.

4. How does "The Great Debaters" address the theme of racial
inequality?

Racial inequality is a pervasive theme in the film, depicted through various interactions and
challenges faced by the characters. For instance, the film portrays the harsh realities of segregation,
as seen in the treatment of African Americans in public spaces. The debate team's journey symbolizes
their fight against these injustices, illustrating how they use their platform to advocate for change.



The climax of the film, which features a debate about civil disobedience, brings this theme to the
forefront, showcasing the moral dilemmas faced by those who resist oppression.

5. What role does the historical context play in shaping the
characters' experiences?

The historical context of the Jim Crow era profoundly influences the characters' experiences. The
systemic racism and social injustices of the time shape their motivations, struggles, and triumphs.
The characters' determination to succeed in the face of adversity reflects the broader African
American fight for civil rights. The film underscores the importance of understanding this historical
context to fully appreciate the significance of their achievements and the impact of their voices.

6. How does the film depict the art of debate?

"The Great Debaters" effectively showcases the art of debate as both a skill and a powerful tool for
social change. The film highlights various techniques, such as:

- Research and Evidence: The debaters are shown conducting thorough research to support their
arguments.

- Rhetorical Strategies: They employ persuasive language, emotional appeals, and logical reasoning
to convince their audience.

- Confidence and Delivery: The importance of confident delivery is emphasized, as the debaters must
engage their listeners effectively.

Through their performances, the film illustrates how debate can influence public discourse and inspire
action.

Impact and Legacy

1. The Influence on Modern Debate

"The Great Debaters" has left a lasting impact on the world of debate and education. It serves as a
reminder of the importance of voice and argumentation in advocating for justice and equality. Many
debate teams and educational institutions have drawn inspiration from the film, using it as a teaching
tool to encourage students to engage with social issues critically.

2. Cultural Significance

The film also plays a crucial role in highlighting African American history and the struggle for civil
rights. By telling the story of the Wiley College debate team, it brings attention to the contributions of
African Americans in academia and public discourse. The legacy of the characters continues to inspire



future generations to fight for justice and equality.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the great debaters questions answer key serves as a valuable resource for
understanding the themes, characters, and historical context of "The Great Debaters." By exploring
the motivations behind the characters' participation in debate, the role of mentorship, and the impact
of racial inequality, one can appreciate the film's significance. The lessons learned from the Wiley
College debate team extend beyond the realm of debate and resonate deeply with contemporary
issues of social justice and equity. As we reflect on their journey, we are reminded of the power of
words and the importance of standing up for what is right.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Great Debaters'?

The main theme of 'The Great Debaters' is the power of intellectual discourse and the importance of
standing up for one's beliefs, particularly in the context of racial injustice and civil rights.

Who are the main characters in 'The Great Debaters'?

The main characters include Melvin B. Tolson, James Farmer Jr., Henry Lowe, and Samantha Booke,
who are members of the debate team at Wiley College.

What historical context does 'The Great Debaters' provide?

The film is set in the 1930s and provides context on the racial tensions and civil rights struggles faced
by African Americans during the Jim Crow era.

What role does education play in 'The Great Debaters'?

Education is portrayed as a powerful tool for empowerment, social change, and as a means to
challenge oppressive systems.

What significant debate does the Wiley College team
participate in?

The Wiley College debate team participates in a groundbreaking debate against Harvard University,
highlighting the racial and intellectual barriers of the time.

How does Melvin B. Tolson inspire his students?

Melvin B. Tolson inspires his students by encouraging them to think critically, embrace their potential,
and understand the importance of activism and debate in effecting social change.



What is the significance of the title ‘'The Great Debaters'?

The title signifies not only the prowess of the debate team but also the broader struggle for justice
and equality, as they 'debate' against societal norms and injustices.

How does the film address issues of racism?

The film addresses racism through personal stories, the experiences of the characters, and the socio-
political climate of the time, showcasing both overt and systemic racism.

What impact did 'The Great Debaters' have on contemporary
discussions about debate and social justice?

The film reignited interest in the power of debate as a tool for social justice and inspired
conversations about the importance of representation and activism in education.

What is the outcome of the final debate in 'The Great
Debaters'?

In the final debate, the Wiley College team delivers a compelling argument that resonates with the
audience and judges, ultimately leading them to victory against Harvard.
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