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In today's fast-paced world, movies often serve as a mirror reflecting
societal norms, fears, and aspirations. One film that encapsulates suburban
life while weaving a tale of mystery and humor is "The Burbs." This 1989 dark
comedy directed by Joe Dante explores the quirky dynamics of suburban living,
showcasing how seemingly ordinary lives can unravel in unexpected ways. For
parents looking to introduce this classic film to their families, it's
essential to understand its themes, humor, and potential content concerns.
This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview for parents considering
whether "The Burbs" is appropriate for their children.

Understanding the Film's Themes

"The Burbs" is primarily a satirical take on suburban life, examining themes
such as:

Conformity and Community: The film highlights the pressures of living in
a close-knit neighborhood where everyone knows each other's business.

Fear of the Unknown: The arrival of new neighbors triggers paranoia
among the residents, showcasing how fear can lead to irrational
behavior.

Escapism: The characters often seek adventure outside their mundane
routines, reflecting a desire for excitement in a seemingly dull life.



Through its comedic lens, "The Burbs" encourages viewers to question their
perceptions of normalcy and the often hidden complexities of everyday life.

Content Overview

Before deciding whether to watch "The Burbs" with your family, it's crucial
to understand the film's content. Below is a breakdown of the key elements:

Language

The film contains occasional strong language, including:

Profanity: There are instances of mild to moderate swearing, which may
not be suitable for younger audiences.

Innuendos: Some jokes are suggestive in nature, which might go over the
heads of younger viewers but can be concerning for parents.

Violence

While "The Burbs" is a comedy, it does feature scenes that may be unsettling:

Dark Humor: The film employs dark humor to depict violence, including
scenes that involve death and destruction in a comedic context.

Cartoonish Violence: Some moments may appear exaggerated or cartoonish
but could still be alarming for sensitive viewers.

Parents should consider their children's sensitivity to violence and dark
themes before watching.

Adult Themes

The film touches on several adult themes that may not resonate with younger
audiences:

Paranoia and Suspicion: The characters exhibit irrational fears and



paranoia about their neighbors, leading to absurd situations.

Relationships: There are subtle references to marital issues and adult
relationships that may require discussion for younger viewers.

These themes may provoke conversations about trust, communication, and the
nature of relationships.

Age Appropriateness

When determining whether "The Burbs" is suitable for your children, consider
the film's rating and content:

MPAA Rating: "The Burbs" is rated PG, which indicates parental guidance
is suggested.

Recommended Age: Generally, it is more appropriate for older children
(ages 10 and up) who can understand the humor and themes presented.

Ultimately, the decision should be based on the maturity level of your child
and your family's values regarding content.

Discussion Points for Parents

Should you decide to watch "The Burbs" with your family, consider using the
opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions:

Understanding Humor: Discuss the nature of dark humor and why some jokes1.
work within the context of the film.

Friendship and Community: Explore how the characters interact and what2.
this says about community dynamics.

Fear of the Unknown: Talk about how fear can lead to misconceptions and3.
paranoia in real life.

These discussions can enhance the viewing experience and provide valuable
life lessons.



Comparing “The Burbs” with Other Films

For parents who appreciate the themes in "The Burbs," consider exploring
other films that delve into similar topics:

1. Edward Scissorhands (1990)

Tim Burton's "Edward Scissorhands" also offers a unique perspective on
suburban life, highlighting the challenges of fitting in and the fear of the
unfamiliar.

2. The 'Burbs (2020)

This modern take on suburban life presents a contemporary twist, addressing
issues of gentrification and community through a comedic lens.

3. Pleasantville (1998)

This film explores the contrast between a seemingly perfect suburban life and
the complexities of real human emotions, encouraging conversations about
conformity and authenticity.

Final Thoughts on “The Burbs”

"The Burbs" is a film rich with humor and social commentary, making it a
classic worth considering for family movie night. However, it is vital to
assess its appropriateness for your children based on their age and
sensitivity to its themes. By engaging in discussions surrounding the film's
content, parents can foster critical thinking and provide context that
enhances their children's understanding of the messages conveyed.

In summary, "The Burbs" serves as a fascinating exploration of suburban life,
filled with humor, mystery, and valuable lessons. As with any film, parent
discretion is advised, but it has the potential to spark meaningful
conversations and insights into the human experience within the context of
community living.

Frequently Asked Questions



What age group is 'The Burbs' suitable for?
The Burbs is generally rated PG, making it suitable for children aged 10 and
up, but parental discretion is advised due to some mild language and thematic
elements.

Are there any strong language or themes in 'The
Burbs' that parents should be aware of?
While 'The Burbs' contains some mild language and dark humor, it does not
feature strong profanity or explicit themes, making it relatively family-
friendly.

What are the main themes of 'The Burbs'?
The Burbs explores themes of suburban life, paranoia, and the clash between
appearances and reality, often highlighting the humorous side of neighborly
suspicion.

Is there any violence in 'The Burbs'?
There are some comedic instances of slapstick violence, but nothing graphic
or intense, making it suitable for a family audience.

How can parents discuss the movie's themes with
their children?
Parents can encourage discussions about the importance of communication,
understanding neighbors, and not jumping to conclusions based on appearances.

Are there any notable performances in 'The Burbs'
that parents might appreciate?
The film features strong performances, particularly from Tom Hanks and Bruce
Dern, who bring humor and depth to their characters.

Can 'The Burbs' be a good family movie night choice?
Yes, 'The Burbs' can be a fun choice for family movie night, as it combines
humor and light-hearted suspense, appealing to both kids and adults.
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