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The Animators Survival Kit Expanded Edition is an essential resource for
aspiring and professional animators alike. Created by legendary animator
Richard Williams, this comprehensive guide dives deep into the principles of
animation, providing invaluable insights into both the art and craft of
animating. With its expanded edition, the book has become an even more
indispensable tool, offering enhanced content, illustrations, and exercises
that help animators hone their skills. In this article, we will explore the
key features of the Expanded Edition, its significance in the world of
animation, and how it can benefit anyone looking to enhance their animation
techniques.

Overview of The Animators Survival Kit Expanded
Edition

First published in 2009, The Animators Survival Kit is based on Richard
Williams' lectures and years of experience in the animation industry. The
expanded edition, released in 2012, builds on its predecessor by adding more
illustrations, exercises, and a DVD filled with video demonstrations that
further clarify the concepts discussed in the book.

Key Features of the Expanded Edition

The Expanded Edition of The Animators Survival Kit is filled with essential
features that make it a must-have for animators:



1. Comprehensive Coverage of Animation Principles

The book covers fundamental principles such as:

— Squash and Stretch

— Anticipation

- Staging

- Straight Ahead Action and Pose to Pose
— Follow Through and Overlapping Action
— Slow In and Slow Out

— Arcs

— Secondary Action

- Timing and Spacing

- Exaggeration

- Solid Drawing

— Appeal

These principles are essential for creating fluid, believable animations and
are explained thoroughly with examples from classic animations.

2. Enhanced Illustrations and Diagrams

One of the standout features of the expanded edition is its improved visual
content. The illustrations are meticulously crafted to help explain complex
concepts more clearly. The diagrams provide step-by-step breakdowns of
various animation techniques, making it easier for readers to grasp the
intricacies of animation.

3. Practical Exercises and Tips

The book includes practical exercises designed to reinforce the concepts
presented. These exercises allow readers to practice their skills and
understand the application of animation principles in real-world scenarios.
Additionally, Williams offers tips and tricks based on his extensive
experience, providing insight into the animation process.

4. Video Demonstrations

The accompanying DVD is a game—-changer for many aspiring animators. It
features video demonstrations of the techniques discussed in the book,
allowing readers to see the principles in action. This multimedia approach
enhances the learning experience, making it easier for animators to visualize
how to implement these techniques in their work.

Why The Animators Survival Kit Matters

The Animators Survival Kit Expanded Edition holds immense significance in the
animation industry for several reasons:



1. Industry Standard Resource

Since its release, the book has become a standard reference in animation
schools and studios around the world. Many professionals credit it as a
pivotal resource in their animation journey. Its reputation stems from the
author's extensive experience as an animator and director, ensuring that the
content is both relevant and practical.

2. Essential for All Skill Levels

Whether you are a beginner just starting out or a seasoned professional
looking to refine your skills, The Animators Survival Kit offers valuable
insights. It serves as a foundation for beginners while providing advanced
techniques for experienced animators. The structured approach allows readers
to progress at their own pace.

3. Connection to Traditional Animation

Although the animation industry has shifted significantly towards digital
techniques, The Animators Survival Kit emphasizes the importance of
traditional animation principles. These timeless concepts remain relevant,
regardless of the tools used, allowing animators to create authentic and
compelling animations.

How to Make the Most of The Animators Survival
Kit

To maximize the benefits of The Animators Survival Kit Expanded Edition,
consider the following tips:

1. Actively Engage with the Content

Don't Jjust read the book passively. Take notes, highlight key concepts, and
summarize sections in your own words. This active engagement will help
reinforce your learning.

2. Complete the Exercises

Make it a point to complete the exercises provided in the book. They are
designed to challenge your understanding and application of the principles
discussed. Practicing regularly will solidify your knowledge and improve your
animation skills.



3. Use the DVD Resources

Take full advantage of the DVD that accompanies the book. Watch the
demonstrations multiple times and try to replicate the techniques shown.
Visual learning can often complement reading and help you grasp complex ideas
better.

4. Join a Community of Animators

Engaging with other animators can enhance your learning experience. Consider
joining online forums, local workshops, or social media groups where you can
discuss concepts from the book, share your work, and receive feedback.

5. Experiment with Your Own Projects

Apply what you learn by working on your own animation projects.
Experimentation will foster creativity, allowing you to explore different
styles and techniques while reinforcing the principles you've learned from
the book.

Conclusion

In summary, The Animators Survival Kit Expanded Edition is a cornerstone
resource for anyone serious about animation. Its comprehensive coverage of
animation principles, enhanced illustrations, practical exercises, and video
demonstrations make it an invaluable asset for both aspiring and professional
animators. By engaging actively with the content and applying the techniques
learned, animators can develop their skills and create compelling animations
that resonate with audiences. Whether you are looking to create animated
shorts, feature films, or even web animations, this guide will serve as a
trusted companion on your animation Jjourney.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Animator's Survival Kit Expanded
Edition'?

It is a comprehensive guide to the principles of animation, written by
Richard Williams, featuring expanded content, illustrations, and practical
exercises designed to help animators improve their craft.

Who is Richard Williams and why is he significant in
the animation industry?

Richard Williams is a renowned animator and director, best known for his work
on 'Who Framed Roger Rabbit' and 'The Thief and the Cobbler.' He has been
influential in teaching animation techniques and principles.



What new features does the Expanded Edition offer
compared to the original?

The Expanded Edition includes additional content such as new illustrations,
updated examples, and a companion DVD featuring animated demonstrations and
interviews with industry professionals.

Is 'The Animator's Survival Kit Expanded Edition'
suitable for beginners?

Yes, it 1is suitable for animators at all levels, from beginners to seasoned
professionals, as it covers fundamental principles as well as advanced
techniques.

How can 'The Animator's Survival Kit Expanded
Edition' benefit someone pursuing a career in
animation?

It provides essential knowledge of animation principles, practical exercises,
and insights from experienced animators, helping aspiring professionals
develop their skills and understanding of the craft.

Are there any online resources or workshops
associated with 'The Animator's Survival Kit Expanded
Edition'?

Yes, there are various online courses, workshops, and forums where animators
can discuss the book's concepts and share their experiences, often led by
industry experts.

Can 'The Animator's Survival Kit Expanded Edition' be
used as a textbook in educational settings?

Absolutely, many animation schools and programs use it as a core textbook due
to its comprehensive coverage of animation techniques and principles, making
it a valuable educational resource.
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