
The Art Of Dramatic Writing Lajos Egri

The art of dramatic writing Lajos Egri is a cornerstone in the world of playwriting and
screenwriting, offering timeless insights into character development, conflict, and the importance of
structure. Lajos Egri, a Hungarian playwright, and teacher, is best known for his influential book,
"The Art of Dramatic Writing," which has been a guiding light for writers seeking to enhance their
craft. In this article, we will explore Egri's foundational principles, the significance of conflict,
character arcs, and how to apply these concepts to create compelling narratives.



Understanding the Foundations of Egri's Dramatic
Writing

Lajos Egri's approach to dramatic writing is rooted in the understanding that conflict is the driving
force of any narrative. He emphasizes that without conflict, there is no drama. To create meaningful
conflict, writers must understand three key elements:

Character: The heart of any story lies in its characters. Egri posits that characters should be
well-defined and complex, each with their own motivations and conflicts.

Premise: The premise is the central idea or theme of the story. Egri argues that a strong
premise helps to unify the characters and their conflicts, providing a clear direction for the
narrative.

Conflict: Conflict is the essence of drama. Egri believes that the interaction between
characters, their desires, and their opposing forces creates the tension necessary for a
compelling story.

The Importance of Character Development

In "The Art of Dramatic Writing," Egri stresses that characters should be multi-dimensional and
evolve throughout the narrative. He outlines a comprehensive approach to character development,
which includes:

1. The Character's Flaw

Every character should have a fundamental flaw or weakness that drives their decisions and
interactions. This flaw serves as a catalyst for conflict and character growth. For example:

- A character who is overly ambitious may struggle with ethical dilemmas.
- A character with deep-seated insecurities may sabotage their relationships.

2. The Motivation

Understanding what drives a character is crucial. Egri encourages writers to delve into their
characters' backstories to uncover their desires and fears. This motivation fuels the conflict and
shapes the character's arc. Consider these questions:

- What does the character want?
- What are they willing to sacrifice to achieve it?
- What fears hold them back?



3. The Change

A compelling character arc involves transformation. Egri believes that characters should learn and
grow from their experiences, leading them to a new understanding or perspective by the story's
conclusion. This change not only enhances the character but also reinforces the story's premise.

Conflict: The Heart of Drama

Conflict is the lifeblood of dramatic writing. According to Egri, there are three primary types of
conflict:

1. Internal Conflict

This occurs within a character and involves their struggles with personal issues, such as fears,
desires, or moral dilemmas. Internal conflict enriches the narrative by adding depth to the
character's journey.

2. Interpersonal Conflict

Interpersonal conflict arises between characters, often stemming from differing motivations or
values. This type of conflict drives the plot forward and keeps the audience engaged. Examples
include:

- A romantic conflict between two characters with opposing goals.
- A power struggle between a leader and their subordinate.

3. Societal Conflict

Societal conflict encompasses the larger issues at play within the story's setting, such as cultural
norms, economic disparities, or political tensions. This type of conflict can serve as a backdrop for
personal struggles, adding layers to the narrative.

Crafting a Strong Premise

Egri emphasizes the importance of a solid premise as the foundation for any dramatic work. A
premise is a statement that encapsulates the central theme and conflict of the story. To create an
effective premise, consider the following:

Clarity: The premise should be clear and concise, articulating the main conflict and the stakes1.



involved.

Specificity: A specific premise allows for deeper exploration of themes and characters.2.
Instead of a vague idea, aim for a defined concept that guides the narrative.

Conflict-driven: Ensure that the premise inherently contains conflict, as this will drive the3.
story and keep audiences invested.

Structure: The Framework of Dramatic Writing

While character and conflict are essential, Egri also addresses the importance of structure in
dramatic writing. A well-structured story provides a roadmap for the narrative, ensuring that it flows
logically and retains the audience's attention. Egri suggests utilizing the following structural
components:

1. Exposition

The exposition introduces the characters, setting, and initial situation. It lays the groundwork for the
conflict and sets the tone for the story.

2. Rising Action

This phase involves the development of the conflict, where characters face increasing challenges
and obstacles. It builds tension and prepares the audience for the climax.

3. Climax

The climax is the turning point of the story, where the primary conflict reaches its peak. This
moment is crucial for character development and can lead to significant changes in the narrative.

4. Falling Action and Resolution

After the climax, the falling action resolves the remaining conflicts and leads to a conclusion. The
resolution ties up loose ends and provides closure for the characters' arcs.

Applying Egri’s Principles to Your Writing



To incorporate Lajos Egri's principles into your writing, consider the following practical steps:

Character Worksheets: Create detailed profiles for each character, including their flaws,
motivations, and potential arcs.

Premise Statements: Write a one-sentence premise for your story. Refine it until it is clear,
specific, and conflict-driven.

Outline Your Structure: Plan your story's structure by outlining key plot points, ensuring a
logical flow from exposition to resolution.

Revise with Conflict in Mind: As you draft, evaluate your work for conflicts. Ensure that
each scene contributes to the overall tension and character development.

Conclusion

The art of dramatic writing, as articulated by Lajos Egri, is a powerful framework for creating
compelling narratives that resonate with audiences. By understanding the importance of character
development, conflict, and structure, writers can craft stories that are not only engaging but also
meaningful. Embrace Egri's principles, and you will find your writing enriched, your characters
more dynamic, and your narratives more impactful. Whether you are a seasoned playwright or a
budding screenwriter, the lessons from Egri's work remain invaluable in the pursuit of dramatic
excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of Lajos Egri's 'The Art of Dramatic
Writing'?
The main premise of 'The Art of Dramatic Writing' is that the foundation of any compelling drama is
the conflict between characters, which is driven by their individual motivations and the overarching
theme of the story.

How does Lajos Egri define the concept of 'premise' in
dramatic writing?
Lajos Egri defines 'premise' as a statement that encapsulates the central idea of a play, combining
the main characters, their desires, and the conflict that arises from those desires. It serves as the
guiding principle for the entire narrative.

What role does character development play in Egri's approach



to dramatic writing?
Character development is crucial in Egri's approach, as he believes that well-defined characters with
clear motivations are essential for creating believable conflict and engaging drama. He emphasizes
that characters must grow and change in response to the events of the story.

What are the three essential elements Egri identifies for a
successful dramatic structure?
Egri identifies three essential elements for a successful dramatic structure: the premise, the conflict,
and the character. Each of these elements must work together cohesively to create a compelling
narrative.

How does Egri suggest writers handle conflict in their
narratives?
Egri suggests that writers should create conflict that arises naturally from the characters' desires
and motivations, ensuring that it is both meaningful and integral to the story. He emphasizes that
conflict should escalate, leading to a climax that resolves the tension.

What is the importance of theme in Egri's dramatic writing
philosophy?
In Egri's philosophy, theme is important because it provides the underlying message or moral of the
story. A strong theme enhances the emotional impact of the narrative and helps to unify the
characters' journeys and conflicts.

What techniques does Egri recommend for writing dialogue?
Egri recommends that writers ensure dialogue is authentic and reflects each character's unique
voice, motivations, and emotional state. He also advises that dialogue should serve to advance the
plot and reveal character relationships.

How can Egri's principles be applied to modern storytelling
mediums beyond theater?
Egri's principles can be applied to modern storytelling mediums like film and television by focusing
on character-driven narratives, ensuring that conflicts arise from character motivations, and
maintaining a clear premise that guides the story, regardless of the format.
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