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The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters is a fascinating blend of history, mystery,
and adventure that captures the imagination of readers and historians alike. Elizabeth
Peters, a prolific author known for her engaging works of historical fiction, particularly those
set in ancient Egypt, has woven a captivating narrative around the infamous curse
associated with the discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb. This article delves into Peters’
literary contributions, the historical context of the curse, and the interplay between fact and
fiction in her work.

Understanding the Curse of the Pharaohs

The so-called "Curse of the Pharaohs" refers to the belief that those who disturb the tombs



of ancient Egyptian rulers will suffer misfortune or death. This idea gained prominence in
the early 20th century, particularly following the discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb by
British archaeologist Howard Carter in 1922. The subsequent deaths of several individuals
associated with the expedition fueled speculations about a supernatural curse.

Origins of the Curse

The notion of a curse particularly arose from:

- The Deaths of Key Figures: Lord Carnarvon, the financial backer of the expedition, died
shortly after the tomb was opened. His sudden death from an infected mosquito bite led to
sensational headlines.

- Media Sensationalism: Newspapers at the time capitalized on the mystery and intrigue
surrounding the tomb's discovery and the deaths that followed. Many articles promoted the
idea of a curse, further embedding the concept in public consciousness.

- Historical Context: Ancient Egyptians believed in the afterlife and often took measures to
protect their tombs from thieves and desecrators, which may have contributed to the belief
in curses.

Elizabeth Peters and Her Contribution to the
Curse Narrative

Elizabeth Peters, born Barbara Mertz, was an American author and Egyptologist who
combined her passion for archaeology and storytelling. Her series of mystery novels
featuring the character Amelia Peabody, an intrepid Egyptologist, provides a unique lens
through which to explore the themes of ancient curses and their implications.

The Amelia Peabody Series

The Amelia Peabody series includes several titles, beginning with "Crocodile on the
Sandbank" and spanning over two decades. The series is renowned for its blend of humor,
romance, and historical detail. Peters’ in-depth knowledge of Egyptology enhances the
authenticity of her narratives, while her wit and creativity keep readers engaged.

- Key Themes in the Series:

- Gender Roles: Amelia Peabody defies the traditional roles expected of women in the
Victorian era, showcasing intelligence, independence, and a strong sense of adventure.

- Historical Accuracy: Peters meticulously researched the historical periods she depicted,
often providing readers with insight into the archaeological practices of her time.

- Supernatural Elements: The series occasionally touches on the theme of curses, drawing
from the popular fascination with the Curse of the Pharaohs.



Notable Novels Featuring the Curse Theme

Several novels in the Amelia Peabody series directly or indirectly address the theme of
curses:

1. "The Mummy Case": In this installment, Amelia and her family become embroiled in the
mystery surrounding a cursed mummy.

2. "The Last Camel Died at Noon": This book includes elements of ancient Egyptian lore and
touches on the consequences of disturbing sacred sites.

3. "Crocodile on the Sandbank": The series opener sets the stage for Amelia's adventures in
Egypt, where the legends of curses are a recurring motif.

Fact vs. Fiction: The Role of Curses in Peters'
Work

Elizabeth Peters' approach to the curse of the pharaohs showcases her ability to blur the
lines between historical fact and fictional narrative. While she draws upon real events and
beliefs, she also infuses her stories with humor and a touch of the absurd.

Historical Figures and Events

Peters populates her novels with historical figures, such as Howard Carter and Lord
Carnarvon, often portraying them with a mix of accuracy and creative license. This serves
to educate readers while also entertaining them. She often references:

- Real Archaeological Discoveries: The authentic details of the tombs, artifacts, and
archaeological methods provide a foundation for her stories.

- Social Context: The societal norms and challenges of the time are accurately depicted,
allowing readers to appreciate the historical backdrop.

Humor and Satire

One of the hallmarks of Peters’ writing is her use of humor to address serious topics. She
often uses Amelia Peabody's witty observations to satirize the prevailing attitudes towards
women, archaeology, and the obsession with curses. This approach not only entertains but
also invites readers to reflect on the absurdity of some beliefs surrounding curses.

The Legacy of the Curse of the Pharaohs in
Popular Culture

The curse of the pharaohs has permeated popular culture, influencing a wide range of



media beyond literature. Elizabeth Peters’ work has contributed to this cultural
phenomenon, helping to sustain interest in ancient Egypt and its mysteries.

Influence on Literature and Film

- Literature: Peters’ novels inspired a new generation of writers to explore historical
mysteries, particularly those centered around ancient Egypt.

- Film and Television: The allure of mummies and curses has led to numerous movies and
TV shows, from classic horror films to modern adaptations, reinforcing the mythos
surrounding Egyptian curses.

Modern Interpretations and Skepticism

Recent scholarship has approached the curse with a more skeptical lens, arguing that the
deaths associated with the tomb's discovery can be attributed to natural causes, rather
than supernatural ones. This shift in perspective is reflected in contemporary literature and
discussions about ancient curses.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Curse of the Pharaohs as explored by Elizabeth Peters in her Amelia
Peabody series serves as a captivating intersection of history and fiction. Peters’ adept
storytelling, combined with her scholarly expertise, allows her to address themes of curses,
gender roles, and the fascination with ancient Egypt in a way that is both entertaining and
thought-provoking. As readers delve into her works, they are not only treated to thrilling
adventures but also invited to contemplate the enduring mysteries that surround one of
history's most enigmatic civilizations. The legacy of the curse continues to be a subject of
intrigue, ensuring that the allure of ancient Egypt remains alive in both scholarly and
popular discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' about?

'The Curse of the Pharaohs' is a mystery novel by Elizabeth Peters featuring the characters
Amelia Peabody and her family as they investigate a series of deaths surrounding an
archaeological dig in Egypt.

Who is the main character in 'The Curse of the
Pharaohs'?

The main character is Amelia Peabody, an intelligent and witty Egyptologist known for her
strong personality and keen investigative skills.



What themes are explored in 'The Curse of the
Pharaohs'?

Themes in the book include the tension between science and superstition, the challenges of
archaeological work, and the dynamics of family and marriage.

Is 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' part of a series?

‘The Curse of the Pharaohs' is the second book in the Amelia Peabody series, following
'‘Crocodile on the Sandbank'.

What historical context is present in 'The Curse of the
Pharaohs'?

The novel is set during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a time of great interest and
activity in Egyptology, reflecting real historical figures and archaeological practices.

How does Elizabeth Peters blend humor with mystery in
the novel?

Peters uses witty dialogue, humorous character interactions, and Amelia's sarcastic
observations to lighten the mood while unraveling a complex mystery.

What role does Egyptian mythology play in 'The Curse
of the Pharaohs'?

Egyptian mythology plays a significant role as it influences the characters' beliefs about
curses and adds depth to the unfolding mystery regarding the archaeological site.

What is the significance of the title 'The Curse of the
Pharaohs'?

The title refers to the superstition surrounding ancient Egyptian tombs, particularly the
belief that disturbing a pharaoh's resting place would bring about misfortune and death.

Are there any notable supporting characters in 'The
Curse of the Pharaohs'?

Yes, notable supporting characters include Amelia's husband, Emerson, and their son,
Ramses, who both contribute to the investigations and bring their own unique perspectives.

What makes 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' a popular
choice among mystery readers?

Its blend of historical fiction, engaging characters, humor, and a compelling mystery set
against the backdrop of ancient Egypt makes it a favorite among mystery enthusiasts.
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Uncover the mysteries of "The Curse of the Pharaohs" by Elizabeth Peters. Dive into the captivating
world of archaeology and adventure. Learn more!
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