
The Back Of The North Wind

The Back of the North Wind is a captivating children's novel written by George MacDonald, first published in
1871. It intertwines fantasy and reality, exploring profound themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning.
The narrative revolves around a young boy named Diamond, his adventures with the mystical North Wind, and
the lessons he learns through his journey. This article delves into the story's plot, characters, themes, and its
enduring significance in children's literature.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Diamond, a poor but imaginative boy living in London. He has a special bond with nature
and possesses a vivid imagination. One night, while lying in bed, he meets the North Wind, a beautiful and ethereal
figure who takes him on fantastical adventures. The North Wind has the ability to transport him to various
places, including a magical kingdom where the sun never sets and the landscape is filled with wonder.



As Diamond travels with the North Wind, he encounters a series of extraordinary characters and experiences a
range of emotions. The North Wind embodies both nurturing and punishing traits, representing the duality of
nature itself. Diamond learns that the North Wind has a purpose: to help people grow and understand the
world around them.

Key Events

1. Diamond's Encounter with the North Wind: The story begins with Diamond's first meeting with the North
Wind, who takes him away from his mundane life to explore the realms of imagination.

2. The Magical Kingdom: Diamond finds himself in a kingdom where he meets various creatures and learns valuable
lessons about kindness, empathy, and the importance of helping others.

3. The Journey to Rescue: Throughout the narrative, Diamond encounters different individuals in need, and he
often finds himself in situations where he must choose between self-interest and altruism.

4. The Climax: The climax of the story arrives when Diamond must confront his feelings of love and loss,
especially concerning his family and friends.

5. Resolution: The tale concludes with Diamond returning home, profoundly changed by his experiences. He
carries with him the lessons learned from the North Wind and the magical journey he undertook.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Back of the North Wind" are rich and varied, each contributing to the story's depth and
complexity.

Diamond

Diamond is the protagonist, a young boy with a kind heart and a deep connection to the world around him. His
innocence and curiosity drive the narrative, and his interactions with the North Wind and other characters
reveal his growth and maturity throughout the story.

The North Wind

The North Wind is a central figure in the story, representing both the beauty and harshness of nature. She
embodies freedom and chaos, guiding Diamond on his journey while also challenging him to confront his fears and
insecurities. Her character illustrates the dual nature of existence—both nurturing and destructive.

Supporting Characters

- Diamond's Mother: A loving and caring figure who represents the warmth of home and familial love.
- The Stranger: A mysterious character that Diamond encounters, serving as a reminder of the dangers and
unpredictability of life.
- Various Creatures: Throughout his journey, Diamond meets various fantastical creatures, each symbolizing
different aspects of human nature and morality.



Themes

"The Back of the North Wind" is rich in themes that resonate with both children and adults.

The Nature of Love

One of the most prominent themes in the story is the nature of love. Diamond's relationships with his mother, the
North Wind, and the characters he meets highlight the importance of compassion, empathy, and selflessness.
Love is portrayed as a transformative force that can lead to personal growth and understanding.

Imagination and Reality

MacDonald skillfully blurs the lines between imagination and reality, encouraging readers to embrace their
creativity. Diamond's adventures with the North Wind serve as a reminder of the power of imagination to
transport us beyond our daily lives and confront deeper truths.

Loss and Redemption

The narrative also addresses themes of loss and redemption. Diamond experiences moments of sorrow and
longing, particularly regarding his family. The story illustrates how loss can lead to personal growth and
understanding, emphasizing the importance of cherishing loved ones.

The Duality of Nature

The character of the North Wind embodies the duality of nature—its beauty and its terror. This theme invites
readers to reflect on their relationship with the natural world and recognize that both joy and pain are
essential aspects of life.

Literary Significance

George MacDonald is often regarded as a pioneer of children's literature, with "The Back of the North Wind"
standing as a testament to his innovative storytelling. His ability to weave complex themes into a narrative
accessible to children has inspired countless authors, including C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.

Influence on Later Works

MacDonald's influence can be seen in various works of fantasy and children's literature. His exploration of
moral and philosophical themes within a fantastical framework paved the way for future authors to create
rich, imaginative worlds where young readers can learn profound lessons.

Enduring Appeal

"The Back of the North Wind" continues to resonate with readers today, appealing to both children and



adults. Its timeless themes, imaginative storytelling, and memorable characters make it a classic in the realm of
children's literature. The novel invites readers to reflect on their own experiences and encourages them to
embrace the beauty and complexity of life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Back of the North Wind" is a remarkable work that transcends the boundaries of children's
literature. Through the adventures of Diamond and his encounters with the North Wind, George MacDonald
explores profound themes of love, loss, and the power of imagination. The novel's rich characters and intricate
narrative structure continue to captivate readers, making it a timeless classic that remains relevant in
today's world. As we delve into the pages of this enchanting tale, we are reminded of the importance of
empathy, the beauty of nature, and the enduring spirit of adventure that resides within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Back of the North Wind'?
The main theme of 'The Back of the North Wind' includes the contrast between reality and fantasy, the nature
of love and sacrifice, and the journey of self-discovery.

Who is the author of 'The Back of the North Wind'?
The author of 'The Back of the North Wind' is George MacDonald, a Scottish author known for his
contributions to children's literature and fantasy.

What is the significance of the character North Wind in the story?
North Wind serves as a mystical and guiding figure, representing both danger and protection, and embodies the
duality of nature as she helps the protagonist, Diamond, navigate challenges.

How does Diamond's character develop throughout 'The Back of the North
Wind'?
Diamond evolves from a naive child to a more mature individual who understands deeper truths about life, love,
and sacrifice through his adventures with North Wind.

What role does the setting play in 'The Back of the North Wind'?
The setting plays a crucial role as it transitions between the harsh realities of Diamond's life and the
fantastical, dreamlike realms he visits with North Wind, highlighting themes of escapism and wonder.

How does 'The Back of the North Wind' reflect Victorian values?
The story reflects Victorian values through its emphasis on morality, the importance of kindness and
selflessness, and the depiction of the struggles between social classes.

What is the relationship between Diamond and his family in the story?
Diamond has a close but challenging relationship with his family, emphasizing themes of love, responsibility, and
the struggles of poverty, which influence his adventures.



In what ways does 'The Back of the North Wind' incorporate elements of
fantasy?
The novel incorporates fantasy through magical characters, enchanting landscapes, and surreal experiences
that blur the lines between reality and imagination.

What literary techniques does George MacDonald use in 'The Back of the
North Wind'?
George MacDonald employs allegory, vivid imagery, and rich symbolism to create a layered narrative that
invites deeper interpretation of its themes and characters.

What impact has 'The Back of the North Wind' had on modern literature?
'The Back of the North Wind' has influenced modern fantasy literature and authors, inspiring narratives that
explore complex themes of morality, imagination, and the human experience.
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