The Coming Of Independence Worksheet
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Multiple Choice: Corefully read each question and circle the letter of the correct answer

1. The “Committee of Five" responsible for drafting the Declaration included all of
the following individuals EXCEPT:

0. Thomas Jefferson b. Benjomin Franklin
¢. John Adams d. George Washington
2. Atotal of how many men signed the Declaration:
a. 10 b. 56
c 97 d. 205
3. The Second Continental Congress officially adopted the Declaration on this date:
a. July 4%, 1776 b. July 4*, 1775
¢. January 1%, 1776 d. January 1%, 1775

4. This day is a national holiday where we celebrate our independence with
fireworks, parades, and other patriotic decorations:
a. Veterans Day b. independence Day
¢. Memorial Day d. Founding Fathers Day

5. This was the first person to sign the Declaration of Independence, who also
signed their name larger than anyone else:
a. Benjamin Franklin b. George Washington
¢. John Hancock d. Thomas Jefferson

6. At 70 years old when he signed it, this person was the oldest individual to sign the
Declaration of Independence:
a. Benjamin Franklin b. George Washington
c. John Hancock d. Thomas Jefferson
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The Coming of Independence Worksheet Answers are vital in understanding the historical context and

significance of the independence movements across various nations. This article delves into the intricacies
of independence movements, the reasons behind them, and the impact they had on the nations involved.
Throughout this exploration, we will highlight answers that are typically found on worksheets designed

for students studying this pivotal era in history.



Understanding Independence Movements

Independence movements are characterized by the struggle of a group of people to attain self-governance
and autonomy from colonial or imperial rule. These movements arose globally, particularly during the 19th

and 20th centuries when many countries sought to liberate themselves from European colonial powers.

Key Factors Leading to Independence

Several factors contributed to the emergence of independence movements. These can be categorized into

political, economic, social, and cultural influences:

1. Political Factors:

- Desire for self-governance: Many colonies sought to have a say in their governance rather than being
ruled by distant colonial powers.

- Influence of Enlightenment ideas: Concepts such as liberty, equality, and fraternity inspired many
movements.

- Nationalism: A growing sense of national identity among the colonized peoples fueled desires for

independence.

2. Economic Factors:

- Exploitation of resources: Colonized nations often found their resources exploited for the benefit of the
colonizers, leading to economic dissatisfaction.

- Taxation without representation: Colonies were often subjected to heavy taxes without any voice in the

legislative processes.

3. Social Factors:

- Racial and ethnic discrimination: Colonizers often implemented policies that marginalized the local
populations.

- The rise of educated elites: A new class of educated individuals emerged, advocating for rights and

reforms.

4. Cultural Factors:

- Revival of local cultures: There was a resurgence in pride for indigenous cultures and traditions,
counteracting colonial narratives.

- Influence of global movements: The success of independence movements in other regions galvanized

similar efforts elsewhere.



Notable Independence Movements

Throughout history, numerous independence movements have shaped the world. Below are some of the

most significant examples:

1. American Revolution (1775-1783)

- Background: The thirteen American colonies revolted against British rule due to taxation and lack of
representation.

- Outcome: The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, leading to the establishment of
the United States of America.

2. Indian Independence Movement (1857-1947)

- Background: A protracted struggle against British rule, marked by significant events like the Sepoy
Mutiny of 1857.
- Outcome: India gained independence on August 15, 1947, led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi and

Jawaharlal Nehru.

3. African Independence Movements (1950s-1970s)

- Background: Post-World War II, many African nations began to seek independence from European
colonial powers.
- Outcome: Countries such as Ghana (1957) and Kenya (1963) achieved independence, leading to a wave of

decolonization across the continent.

4. Latin American Wars of Independence (1808-1826)

- Background: Influenced by the American and French revolutions, several Latin American countries
revolted against Spanish colonial rule.
- Outcome: Nations like Mexico, Argentina, and Brazil gained independence, leading to the fragmentation

of Spanish territories.

Worksheet Answers: Key Themes and Concepts

When working on worksheets about the coming of independence, students are often required to identify

key themes and concepts. Here are some common questions and answers found in such worksheets:



1. What were the main causes of the independence movements?

- The main causes include political oppression, economic exploitation, social injustice, and cultural

suppression. Colonized populations sought to reclaim their rights and govern themselves.

2. How did nationalism play a role in these movements?

- Nationalism instilled a sense of pride and unity among the oppressed populations, motivating them to

fight for autonomy and self-determination.

3. Describe the impact of World War II on independence movements.

- World War II weakened European powers economically and militarily, emboldening colonies to pursue
independence. The war also highlighted the contradiction between fighting for freedom abroad while

denying it at home.

4. Who were some key figures in the independence movements, and

what roles did they play?

- Mahatma Gandhi: Advocated for non-violent resistance in India's struggle for independence.
- Simén Bolivar: Led military campaigns for independence in several South American countries.

- Nelson Mandela: Played a crucial role in the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa.

The Consequences of Independence

The aftermath of independence movements has been varied, leading to both positive and negative
outcomes. Understanding these consequences is crucial for comprehending how independence shaped the

modern world.

Positive Consequences

1. Self-Determination: Former colonies gained the ability to control their own destinies.
2. Cultural Revival: Independence often sparked a resurgence in local traditions, languages, and customs.
3. Political Systems: Many nations adopted democratic systems of governance, leading to increased political

participation.



Negative Consequences

1. Political Instability: Some newly independent nations faced challenges in establishing stable
governments, leading to conflicts and coups.

2. Economic Challenges: The transition from colonial economies to independent ones was often fraught
with difficulties, including poverty and unemployment.

3. Ethnic Conflicts: The arbitrary borders drawn by colonial powers often led to tensions and conflicts

among different ethnic groups after independence.

Conclusion

The coming of independence was a profound and multifaceted process that reshaped nations and the global
landscape. Understanding the causes, key figures, and consequences of these movements offers valuable
insights into contemporary issues of governance, identity, and cultural pride. As students engage with the
coming of independence worksheet answers, they are not only learning about history but also reflecting on
the ongoing quest for freedom and justice around the world. This knowledge is essential for fostering
informed global citizens who appreciate the complexities of our shared past and its implications for the

future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 'Coming of Independence’ in history?

The 'Coming of Independence' marks the transition of a nation from colonial rule to self-governance,

symbolizing the struggle for freedom and the establishment of national identity.

What key events are often highlighted in the 'Coming of Independence’
worksheets?

Key events typically include the declaration of independence, major protests, treaties, and the role of

influential leaders in the independence movement.

How did colonial powers respond to independence movements?

Colonial powers often responded with resistance, military force, and political negotiation, attempting to

maintain control while also addressing the demands for independence.



What role did international support play in the independence
movements?

International support often provided moral, financial, and diplomatic assistance, helping to legitimize the

independence movements and apply pressure on colonial powers.

‘What are some common themes explored in 'Coming of Independence’
worksheets?

Common themes include nationalism, resistance, the impact of war, social change, and the role of

propaganda in mobilizing support for independence.

Can you name some influential figures in the independence movements?

Influential figures include Mahatma Gandhi in India, Nelson Mandela in South Africa, and Simén Bolivar

in Latin America, each leading their nations toward independence.

‘What impact did the 'Coming of Independence’ have on global politics?

The 'Coming of Independence' led to the emergence of new nations, the reshaping of global alliances, and

the promotion of self-determination principles in international law.

What challenges did newly independent nations face?

Newly independent nations often faced challenges such as economic instability, ethnic conflicts, and the

need to establish governance systems.

How do educators typically assess understanding of the 'Coming of
Independence'?

Educators assess understanding through worksheets, essays, discussions, and projects that encourage critical

thinking about the causes and effects of independence.

‘What resources are recommended for studying the 'Coming of
Independence"

Recommended resources include historical texts, documentaries, primary source archives, and educational

websites that provide comprehensive insights into independence movements.
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Unlock your understanding with our comprehensive guide to "The Coming of Independence"
worksheet answers. Discover how to master key concepts today!
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