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A SHORT STORY

The Clergyman's Daughter is a novel by George Orwell, published in 1935. This
work is often overshadowed by Orwell's more famous titles like "1984" or
"Animal Farm," yet it provides a compelling glimpse into the struggles of the
working class in the early 20th century. The story centers around the
character of Dorothy Hare, the daughter of a clergyman, and her journey
through various social strata, exposing the complexities of class, gender,
and economic hardship in pre-war England. The setting is primarily the
fictional village of Wigan, where the titular red house serves as both a
physical location and a symbol of Dorothy's internal conflicts and societal
expectations.

Overview of the Plot

The narrative of The Clergyman's Daughter unfolds as Dorothy Hare, a devoted
daughter and the sole caretaker of her ailing father, grapples with her
identity and societal expectations. The novel begins with Dorothy's life as a
clergyman's daughter in a small rural parish, where her responsibilities are
primarily domestic and religious. However, the story quickly escalates as
Dorothy's father faces financial ruin and the church loses its standing in
the community.

Early Life and Responsibilities

Dorothy's early life is marked by:

1. Religious Duties: As the daughter of a clergyman, she is expected to
assist in church activities and support her father in his pastoral duties.
2. Household Chores: Dorothy spends much of her time managing the household,
cooking, and cleaning, often neglecting her personal ambitions and desires.
3. Social Expectations: The societal norms of the time dictate that women
should be dutiful daughters and mothers, limiting their opportunities for
personal growth and independence.

As the novel progresses, Dorothy's life takes a dramatic turn when her father



falls i1l and the church is unable to support them financially. This shift
forces Dorothy to confront the harsh realities of life outside the cloistered
world of her upbringing.

The Turning Point

The turning point of the novel occurs when Dorothy decides to leave her
familiar surroundings in search of work. This decision is fraught with
anxiety, as it signifies a departure from her traditional role and a step
into the unknown. During this phase, she experiences:

— Job Searching: Dorothy's struggle to find employment reflects the broader
economic challenges of the time, as the Great Depression looms over the
working class.

— Displacement: Her journey through different jobs and living situations
illustrates the precariousness of her existence as a woman without means.

— Loss of Identity: The quest for employment forces Dorothy to grapple with
her sense of self and her societal role, as she transitions from a sheltered
daughter to a working woman.

The Red House: Symbolism and Significance

The red house in the novel serves as a powerful symbol of Dorothy’s internal
struggle and the societal expectations placed upon her. It acts as a backdrop
against which her character develops, reflecting her desires, fears, and the
realities of her life.

Physical Representation

The red house symbolizes:

— Home and Security: Initially, it represents a safe haven for Dorothy,
embodying the comfort of her childhood and the stability of her father's
position.

— Isolation: As the narrative progresses, the red house becomes a prison of
sorts, confining Dorothy to her traditional role and limiting her
aspirations.

— Change and Transition: The eventual decline of the red house mirrors
Dorothy's own descent into uncertainty, as she is forced to abandon the
comforts of her upbringing.

Emotional Resonance

Emotionally, the red house signifies:

— Conflict: Dorothy’s feelings of guilt and obligation towards her father
clash with her yearning for independence and self-fulfillment.

— Despair: As the family’s financial situation deteriorates, the red house
becomes a reminder of lost dreams and the harsh realities of life.

— Hope and Renewal: Despite its negative connotations, the red house also
represents the possibility of change, as Dorothy learns to navigate her new



reality.

Character Development

The character arc of Dorothy Hare is central to the narrative of The
Clergyman's Daughter. Her evolution from a dutiful daughter to a self-
sufficient woman encapsulates the struggles faced by many women of her time.

Dorothy Hare: A Complex Protagonist

Dorothy's character can be analyzed through various lenses:

1. Victim of Circumstance: Initially portrayed as a victim of her father's
failing health and the societal constraints of her gender, Dorothy embodies
the struggles of many women in a patriarchal society.

2. Resilient Survivor: As her journey progresses, Dorothy demonstrates
resilience and adaptability, learning to navigate the challenges of the
working world.

3. Quest for Identity: Throughout the novel, Dorothy grapples with her
identity, ultimately seeking to define herself outside the roles imposed by
her upbringing.

Supporting Characters

The novel features a cast of supporting characters that help to highlight
Dorothy's struggles:

— Mr. Hare: Dorothy's father, whose decline symbolizes the loss of
traditional values and security.

— The Villagers: The local community represents the broader societal
attitudes towards women and work, often judging Dorothy for stepping outside
her expected role.

— Fellow Workers: Dorothy's interactions with wvarious characters in her
working life expose her to different perspectives on gender and class,
influencing her growth.

Thematic Exploration

The Clergyman's Daughter delves into several key themes that resonate
throughout the narrative, providing a rich tapestry of social commentary.

Gender and Class

The novel critiques the rigid class structure of early 20th-century England,
particularly regarding gender roles. Key points include:

— Limited Opportunities: Women like Dorothy face significant barriers to
employment and independence, reflecting the broader societal norms of the



time.

— Economic Disparities: The struggles of the working class are highlighted
through Dorothy's experiences, illustrating the impact of economic hardship
on individuals and families.

Faith and Doubt

Religion plays a significant role in the narrative, serving as both a source
of comfort and a catalyst for doubt. Key aspects include:

- Religious Expectations: Dorothy's upbringing in a religious household
shapes her values and duties, which she ultimately questions as her
circumstances change.

- Search for Meaning: As Dorothy navigates her new life, she grapples with
her beliefs and the role of faith in a world marked by suffering and
uncertainty.

Personal Freedom and Identity

The quest for personal freedom is a driving force in Dorothy's journey. Key
themes include:

— Self-Discovery: Dorothy's experiences lead her to confront her desires and
ambitions, ultimately seeking to forge her own identity.

— Empowerment: The novel suggests that through struggle and perseverance,
individuals can reclaim their agency and redefine their lives.

Conclusion

The Clergyman's Daughter remains a poignant exploration of the complexities
of gender, class, and personal identity in a rapidly changing society.
Through the character of Dorothy Hare and the symbolism of the red house,
George Orwell crafts a narrative that resonates with contemporary readers,
offering insights into the human condition and the struggles for autonomy and
self-definition. As the world continues to grapple with issues of gender and
class inequality, Orwell's work serves as a timeless reminder of the
importance of resilience and the quest for personal freedom in the face of
societal constraints.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Clergyman's Daughter'?

The main theme revolves around social class, gender roles, and the search for
identity, as it follows the life of a clergyman's daughter who struggles with
her responsibilities and desires.



Who is the author of 'The Clergyman's Daughter'?

'The Clergyman's Daughter' is written by George Orwell and was first
published in 1935.

How does the setting of The Red House contribute to
the novel's themes?

The Red House serves as a symbol of the protagonist's entrapment and the
oppressive societal expectations placed on her, highlighting the contrast
between her aspirations and her reality.

What role does the protagonist's father play in her
life?

The protagonist's father represents the traditional expectations of women in
society, imposing his views and responsibilities on her, which leads to her
internal conflict.

Is 'The Clergyman's Daughter' considered a critique
of religion?

Yes, the novel critiques organized religion and its impact on individual
freedom, illustrating how the protagonist feels trapped by her father's
clergyman status and societal norms.

What literary techniques does Orwell use in 'The
Clergyman's Daughter'?

Orwell employs symbolism, irony, and social commentary to explore the
struggles of the protagonist and critique the societal structure of his time.

How does the protagonist's journey reflect the
struggles of women in the 1930s?

The protagonist's journey reflects the limited opportunities and societal
constraints faced by women in the 1930s, emphasizing the fight for autonomy
and self-definition.

What impact did 'The Clergyman's Daughter' have on
Orwell's later works?

The novel laid the groundwork for Orwell's exploration of social issues and
human rights in his later works, reinforcing his commitment to social Jjustice
and individual freedom.

How does the character development of the protagonist
evolve throughout the story?

The protagonist evolves from a submissive daughter to a more self-aware
individual, challenging her circumstances and gradually seeking her own path
despite societal pressures.
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