The Characters Of The Hobbit

The characters of The Hobbit are as diverse and intriguing as the world they
inhabit. J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved novel, published in 1937, introduces
readers to a plethora of memorable personalities that shape the journey of
Bilbo Baggins, the unassuming hobbit who unexpectedly finds himself on an
epic adventure. From brave dwarves to wise wizards, each character plays a
vital role in the unfolding narrative, contributing to the themes of
friendship, courage, and self-discovery. In this article, we will delve into
the key characters of The Hobbit, exploring their backgrounds, motivations,
and significance in the story.



Bilbo Baggins: The Reluctant Hero

Bilbo Baggins is the protagonist of The Hobbit and serves as the heart of the
story. A hobbit of the Shire, Bilbo is initially characterized by his love
for a quiet life filled with good food and comfort. However, his encounter
with Gandalf and the dwarves of Erebor sets him on a path of adventure that
changes him forever.

Background and Personality

- Home: Bilbo lives in the cozy hobbit-hole known as Bag End.

- Traits: He is cautious, practical, and somewhat of a homebody, but as the
story progresses, he reveals bravery and resourcefulness.

- Transformation: Through his journey, Bilbo evolves from a timid hobbit to a
clever and courageous hero, demonstrating the theme of personal growth.

Significant Actions

- Bilbo's theft of the Arkenstone, a pivotal moment that highlights his
growing cunning.

- His encounters with Gollum, where he uses his wits to escape and acquires
the One Ring.

Gandalf: The Wise Wizard

Gandalf, the enigmatic wizard, plays a crucial role in guiding Bilbo and the
dwarves on their quest to reclaim the Lonely Mountain from the dragon Smaug.

Background and Personality

- Role: Gandalf serves as the mentor and strategist, orchestrating the
adventure with foresight.

- Traits: He is wise, powerful, and deeply caring, often prioritizing the
greater good over personal safety.

- Mystique: Gandalf's true nature as a Maiar (a divine spirit) adds depth to
his character, making him a figure of immense power and knowledge.

Significant Actions

- Gandalf's decision to involve Bilbo in the adventure, believing in the



hobbit’s potential.
- His confrontations with powerful enemies, such as the Necromancer,
showcasing his bravery and strength.

Thorin Oakenshield: The Dwarven Leader

Thorin Oakenshield is the rightful heir to the throne of Erebor and leads the
company of dwarves in their quest to reclaim their homeland from Smaug.

Background and Personality

- Heritage: Thorin hails from a noble line of dwarves, which shapes his sense
of duty and responsibility.

- Traits: He is proud, determined, and sometimes stubborn, which leads to
conflicts within the group.

- Conflict: Thorin’s obsession with the treasure of Erebor serves as a
critical plot point, illustrating the corrupting influence of greed.

Significant Actions

- His rallying of the dwarves to face the dragon, showcasing his leadership
qualities.

- Thorin’s tragic downfall due to his fixation on gold, culminating in his
ultimate redemption.

Smaug: The Fearsome Dragon

Smaug, the dragon who occupies the Lonely Mountain, serves as the primary
antagonist of the story. His greed and destruction have far-reaching
consequences for both the dwarves and the surrounding lands.

Background and Personality

- Nature: Smaug is a quintessential dragon: intelligent, cunning, and
fiercely protective of his hoard.

- Traits: He exudes arrogance and a sense of superiority, often taunting
those who dare to confront him.

- Symbolism: Smaug embodies the themes of greed and destruction, representing
the dangers of unchecked ambition.



Significant Actions

- The destruction of the town of Dale and the surrounding countryside,
showcasing his wrath.

- His conversation with Bilbo, revealing his weaknesses and ultimately
leading to his downfall.

Gollum: The Tragic Figure

Gollum, once known as Sméagol, is a complex character who provides a
significant moral and thematic contrast to Bilbo.

Background and Personality

- Origin: Gollum is a creature corrupted by the power of the One Ring, which
he refers to as "my precious."

- Traits: He is dual-natured, displaying both a childlike innocence and a
sinister malevolence.

- Symbolism: Gollum represents the struggle between good and evil, as well as
the corrupting influence of power.

Significant Actions

- His riddles with Bilbo, which serve as a pivotal moment in the story and
highlight Bilbo's cleverness.

- Gollum’s ultimate decision to guide Bilbo out of the tunnels, reflecting
his complex nature.

Other Notable Characters

In addition to Bilbo, Gandalf, Thorin, and Smaug, The Hobbit features several
other characters that enrich the narrative.

e Bilbo’s Parents: Though not present in the story, their influence is
felt in Bilbo's character and choices.

e Beorn: A shape-shifter who aids the company with shelter and advice,
representing the connection between nature and humanity.

e The Elvenking (Thranduil): The leader of the Mirkwood elves, he embodies
the themes of isolation and pride.



e Bard the Bowman: A key figure in the battle against Smaug, he represents
courage and heroism in the face of danger.

Conclusion

The characters of The Hobbit are pivotal to the story's enduring appeal. Each
character, from the humble Bilbo to the malevolent Smaug, adds depth and
richness to the narrative, illustrating timeless themes of bravery,
friendship, and the battle between good and evil. J.R.R. Tolkien masterfully
crafts a world where these characters resonate with readers, making their
journey an unforgettable experience. As we continue to explore Middle-earth
through Tolkien's works, the characters of The Hobbit remain a testament to
the power of storytelling and the complexities of the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main protagonist of 'The Hobbit'?

The main protagonist of 'The Hobbit' is Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who embarks
on an unexpected adventure.

What is the role of Gandalf in 'The Hobbit'?

Gandalf is a wizard who plays a crucial role in guiding Bilbo and the dwarves
on their quest to reclaim their homeland.

Who are the thirteen dwarves that accompany Bilbo on
his journey?

The thirteen dwarves are Thorin Oakenshield, Balin, Dwalin, Fili, Kili, Dori,
Nori, Ori, 0Oin, Gloin, Bifur, Bofur, and Bombur.

What is Smaug's significance in the story?

Smaug is the main antagonist of 'The Hobbit', a powerful dragon who has taken
over the Lonely Mountain and hoarded the dwarves' treasure.

How does Bilbo's character develop throughout the
story?

Bilbo evolves from a timid and comfort-loving hobbit into a brave and
resourceful hero who plays a key role in the quest.



What is the relationship between Thorin Oakenshield
and Bilbo?

Thorin Oakenshield is the leader of the dwarves and, although initially
distrustful of Bilbo, he gradually comes to respect him as a valuable member
of the company.

Who is Gollum and what role does he play in the
story?

Gollum is a creature who lives in the dark tunnels beneath the Misty
Mountains; he encounters Bilbo and engages him in a riddle contest,
ultimately leading to Bilbo's acquisition of the One Ring.

What is the significance of the One Ring in 'The
Hobbit'?

The One Ring, which Bilbo finds during his encounter with Gollum, grants him
invisibility and becomes a central element leading into 'The Lord of the
Rings' saga.

How do the different races in 'The Hobbit' interact
with each other?

The story showcases various races, including hobbits, dwarves, elves, and
men, often highlighting themes of camaraderie, distrust, and the struggle for
power, especially in the context of dwarves and elves.
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