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THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF LABOR RIGHTS, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES. FOUNDED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THIS UNION SOUGHT TO
IMPROVE THE WORKING CONDITIONS AND RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN PORTERS WHO WORKED ON THE RAILROADS, PRIMARILY
FOR THE PULLMAN CoMPANY. THE STORY OF THE BROTHERHOOD IS ONE OF STRUGGLE, RESILIENCE, AND TRIUMPH, ILLUSTRATING
HOW COLLECTIVE ACTION CAN BRING ABOUT SIGNIFICANT CHANGE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

THe BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS EMERGED DURING A TIME OF INTENSE RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY IN AMERICA. THE PULLMAN COMPANY, FOUNDED BY GEORGE PULLMAN IN THE 1860sS, WAS A SIGNIFICANT
EMPLOYER OF AFRICAN AMERICANS, PARTICULARLY IN THE ROLE OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS. DESPITE THEIR CRITICAL ROLE IN THE
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE, THESE PORTERS WERE SUBJECTED TO POOR WORKING CONDITIONS, LONG HOURS, AND LOW PAY.

ORIGINS OF THE BROTHERHOOD

IN 1925, THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS WAS OFFICIALLY FORMED UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF A. PHILIP
RANDOLPH, AN INFLUENTIAL AFRICAN AMERICAN LABOR LEADER AND CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST. THE FORMATION OF THE UNION
WAS A RESPONSE TO THE SYSTEMIC INJUSTICES FACED BY PORTERS, WHO WERE OFTEN DENIED BASIC RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS.

RANDOLPH AND HIS COLLEAGUES RECOGNIZED THAT IN ORDER TO ADVOCATE FOR BETTER CONDITIONS, THEY NEEDED TO
ORGANIZE. THIS LED TO SEVERAL KEY DEVELOPMENTS:

1. FORMATION OF THE UNION: THE BROTHERHOOD WAS ESTABLISHED AS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN LABOR UNION TO GAIN
A CHARTER IN THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LaBor (AFL).

2. MEMBERSHIP GROW TH: THE UNION QUICKLY GREW, ATTRACTING PORTERS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY WHO WERE EAGER TO
JOIN A COLLECTIVE THAT FOUGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS.

3. ADVOCACY FOR RIGHTS: THE BROTHERHOOD BEGAN TO ADVOCATE FOR BETTER WAGES, REASONABLE WORKING HOURS, AND
IMPROVED TREATMENT ON THE JOB.



CHALLENGES FACED BY THE BROTHERHOOD

W/HILE THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS WAS A GROUNDBREAKING ORGANIZATION, IT FACED NUMEROUS
CHALLENGES THROUGHOUT ITS EARLY YEARS:

RAcCIAL DISCRIMINATION

THE PORTERS WERE OFTEN SUBJECTED TO BLATANT RACISM, NOT ONLY FROM THEIR EMPLOYERS BUT ALSO FROM PASSENGERS.
THIS DISCRIMINATION AFFECTED THEIR ABILITY TO PERFORM THEIR JOBS AND EARN A LIVING WAGE. THE UNION SOUGHT TO
COMBAT THESE ISSUES THROUGH COLLECTIVE ACTION AND SOLIDARITY AMONG ITS MEMBERS.

RESISTANCE FROM THE PULLMAN COMPANY

THE PULLMAN COMPANY WAS KNOWN FOR ITS RESISTANCE TO LABOR ORGANIZING. THE COMPANY EMPLOYED VARIOUS TACTICS
TO UNDERMINE THE BROTHERHOOD/ INCLUDING:

- INTIMIDATION: THE COMPANY WOULD INTIMIDATE PORTERS WHO ATTEMPTED TO JOIN THE UNION.

- FIRE AND REHIRE: PORTERS WERE OFTEN FIRED FOR UNION ACTIVITIES AND REPLACED WITH NON-UNION \WORKERS.

- LEGAL BATTLES: THE BROTHERHOOD FACED NUMEROUS LEGAL CHALLENGES AS THE PULLMAN COMPANY SOUGHT TO RESTRICT
THEIR ACTIVITIES.

DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, THE BROTHERHOOD PERSEVERED, USING BOTH GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING AND STRATEGIC ALLIANCES
TO STRENGTHEN THEIR POSITION.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE BROTHERHOOD

THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS ACHIEVED SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES IN ITS FIGHT FOR WORKER RIGHTS
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE:

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT

IN ]937, AFTER A LONG AND ARDUOUS STRUGGLE, THE BROTHERHOOD SUCCESSFULLY NEGOTIATED ITS FIRST COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH THE PULLMAN COMPANY. THIS LANDMARK AGREEMENT INCLUDED:

- INCREASED \W AGES: PORTERS RECEIVED A SIGNIFICANT WAGE INCREASE.
- SHORTER W/ ORKk HOURS: THE AGREEMENT ESTABLISHED REASONABLE WORKING HOURS AND REST PERIODS.
'JOB SECURITY: PROVISIONS WERE PUT IN PLACE TO PROTECT PORTERS FROM ARBITRARY DISMISSAL.

IMPACT ON CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THe BROTHERHOOD ALSO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. A. PHILIP RANDOLPH'S LEADERSHIP
EXTENDED BEYOND LABOR RIGHTS, AS HE WAS A KEY FIGURE IN ORGANIZING THE 1963 MARCH ON W/ ASHINGTON FORJOBS AND
FREEDOM. THE UNION'S FOCUS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY HELPED LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE CIVIL RIGHTS
INITIATIVES.



LEGACY OF THE BROTHERHOOD

THE LEGACY OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS IS PROFOUND AND FAR-REACHING:

INFLUENCE ON LABOR MOVEMENTS

THE SUCCESS OF THE BROTHERHOOD INSPIRED OTHER LABOR MOVEMENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE AIMED AT ORGANIZING AFRICAN
AMERICAN WORKERS. |T DEMONSTRATED THE POWER OF SOLIDARITY AND COLLECTIVE ACTION IN THE FACE OF OPPRESSION.

CONTINUED ADVOCACY FOR W ORKERS’ RIGHTS

THE UNION’S FIGHT FOR WORKERS' RIGHTS CONTINUES TO RESONATE TODAY. MANY LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND CIVIL RIGHTS
GROUPS DRAW INSPIRATION FROM THE BROTHERHOOD'S ACHIEVEMENTS. ISSUES SUCH AS FAIR W AGES, WORKPLACE SAFETY, AND
RACIAL EQUALITY REMAIN RELEVANT, AND THE GROUNDWORK LAID BY THE BROTHERHOOD IS STILL EVIDENT IN CONTEMPORARY
STRUGGLES.

CoNCLUSION

THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS IS MORE THAN JUST A LABOR UNION; IT REPRESENTS A CRITICAL CHAPTER IN
AMERICAN HISTORY, REFLECTING THE INTERTWINED STRUGGLES FOR LABOR RIGHTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS. THROUGH THEIR
DETERMINATION AND UNITY, THE BROTHERHOOD NOT ONLY IMPROVED THE LIVES OF THOUSANDS OF PORTERS BUT ALSO
CONTRIBUTED TO THE BROADER FIGHT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE IN AMERICA. THEIR LEGACY CONTINUES TO INSPIRE FUTURE
GENERATIONS TO ADVOCATE FOR EQUALITY, DIGNITY, AND RESPECT IN THE WORKPLACE AND BEYOND.

AS WE REFLECT ON THE JOURNEY OF THE BROTHERHOOD, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO RECOGNIZE THE ONGOING CHALLENGES FACED BY
\WORKERS TODAY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION IN ACHIEVING LASTING CHANGE. THE STORY OF THE
BROTHERHOOD SERVES AS A POWERFUL REMINDER OF WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WHEN INDIVIDUALS COME TOGETHER IN
PURSUIT OF A COMMON GOAL.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\X/HAT WAS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS
(BSCP)?

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE BSCP WAS TO ADVOCATE FOR THE RIGHTS AND BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN SLEEPING CAR PORTERS EMPLOYED BY THE PULLMAN COMPANY.

\WHEN WAS THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS FOUNDED?

THe BRoTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS WAS FOUNDED ON AUGUST 25, 1925.

WHo WAS A. PHILIP RANDOLPH AND WHAT ROLE DID HE PLAY IN THE BROTHERHOOD OF
SLEEPING CAR PORTERS?

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS AND A PROMINENT CIVIL
RIGHTS LEADER WHO PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN ORGANIZING THE UNION AND ADVOCATING FOR LABOR RIGHTS.



\WHAT SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS DID THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS
ACCOMPLISH?

THe BSCP ACHIEVED A HISTORIC LABOR AGREEMENT WITH THE PULLMAN COMPANY IN 1937, WHICH INCLUDED WAGE
INCREASES AND IMPROVED WORKING CONDITIONS, MARKING THE FIRST TIME AFRICAN AMERICAN WORKERS IN THE INDUSTRY HAD A
RECOGNIZED UNION.

How DID THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS INFLUENCE THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT?

THE BSCP HELPED LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT BY HIGHLIGHTING ISSUES OF RACIAL INEQUALITY IN
THE WORKPLACE AND ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, ULTIMATELY INFLUENCING OTHER LABOR AND CIVIL RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS.

\W/HAT CHALLENGES DID THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS FACE DURING
ITS EARLY YEARS?

THe BSCP FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES INCLUDING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, RESISTANCE FROM THE PULLMAN COMPANY, AND
INTERNAL CONFLICTS AMONG MEMBERS REGARDING STRATEGIES AND GOALS.

How IS THE LEGACY OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS REMEMBERED
TODAY?

THE LEGACY oF THE BSCP IS REMEMBERED AS A PIVOTAL CHAPTER IN LABOR HISTORY AND CIVIL RIGHTS, SYMBOLIZING THE
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY AND WORKERS' RIGHTS, WITH ITS ACHIEVEMENTS CONTINUING TO INSPIRE LABOR MOVEMENTS TODAY.
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