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The Blue Sword Robin McKinley is a captivating fantasy novel that has enchanted readers since
its publication in 1982. Written by the acclaimed author Robin McKinley, this book is widely
regarded as a classic in the young adult fantasy genre. The story follows a young girl named
Angharad “Harry” Crewe, who embarks on an unforgettable journey filled with adventure, magic,
and self-discovery. In this article, we will delve into the key themes, characters, and the unique
world-building that McKinley masterfully creates in "The Blue Sword."




Overview of The Blue Sword

"The Blue Sword" is set in the fictional land of Damar, a place where magic and ancient traditions
intertwine. The narrative begins with Harry, a girl from the English countryside, who is relocated to
Damar with her brother and their guardian, a colonial officer. The novel explores her struggles to fit
into her new environment, her unexpected destiny, and her growing connection with the native
Damarans.

Plot Summary

The story kicks off when Harry is kidnapped by the mysterious and noble Damarans, who view her as
a potential warrior. Here’s a brief summary of the main plot points:

1. Harry's Abduction: After being taken by the Damarans, Harry discovers that she has a unique
ability to wield magic—a talent that she was unaware of before.

2. Training as a Warrior: As Harry trains alongside the Damarans, she learns about their culture,
values, and the significance of the Blue Sword, a powerful weapon that is central to the story.

3. Battles and Choices: As the plot unfolds, Harry is faced with crucial choices that will shape her
destiny and the fate of Damar. She must confront external threats while navigating her internal

conflicts regarding her identity.

4. Self-Discovery: Ultimately, Harry’s journey is not just about physical battles but also about
discovering her true self and embracing her newfound powers.

Key Themes in The Blue Sword

"The Blue Sword" resonates with readers due to its exploration of several profound themes. Here are
some of the most significant ones:

Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of the novel is the quest for identity. Harry’s journey is marked by her
struggle to reconcile her past life with her new reality in Damar. As she learns to embrace her
abilities, she also grapples with questions of who she truly is. This theme is relatable to many young
adults who are navigating their own paths of self-discovery.

Cultural Clash and Understanding

The novel also delves into the theme of cultural differences and the importance of understanding
and respecting other cultures. Harry's interactions with the Damarans highlight the richness of their



traditions and beliefs, while also showcasing the challenges that arise from misunderstandings and
prejudices. McKinley skillfully illustrates the potential for growth and friendship when individuals
from diverse backgrounds come together.

Empowerment and Feminism

Another noteworthy theme is empowerment, particularly in the context of gender. Harry’s character
breaks traditional gender roles by stepping into the world of warriors and magic. Her journey
challenges societal expectations and inspires readers to embrace their strength, regardless of
gender norms.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Blue Sword" are well-developed and contribute significantly to the story’s
depth. Here’s a closer look at some of the key figures:

Angharad “Harry” Crewe

Harry is the protagonist of the story. Initially portrayed as a hesitant and uncertain girl, her
character evolves into that of a strong and capable warrior. Her growth is marked by her struggles
with identity and belonging, making her a relatable figure for readers.

Corlath

Corlath is the prince of Damar and a pivotal character in Harry’s journey. He embodies the traits of
a noble leader and warrior, and his relationship with Harry is central to the narrative. Corlath serves
as both a mentor and a friend, guiding Harry as she learns to harness her powers.

The Damarans

The Damarans themselves are a rich tapestry of characters, each contributing to the world-building
of Damar. Their traditions, camaraderie, and values provide a backdrop against which Harry’s
transformation occurs. Key figures among them include:

- The Warriors: Skilled fighters who train Harry and teach her the ways of Damar.
- The Elders: Wise figures who offer guidance and wisdom, representing the collective knowledge of
their culture.



World-Building in Damar

Robin McKinley’s world-building in "The Blue Sword" is one of its standout features. Damar is
depicted as a vibrant land with a rich history, magical elements, and a unique culture. Here are
some aspects of the world-building that enhance the story:

Magic and Mysticism

Magic plays a pivotal role in Damar, influencing both the characters and the plot. The Blue Sword
itself is a symbol of this magic, representing power and destiny. McKinley’s incorporation of
mysticism adds an enchanting layer to the narrative, inviting readers to immerse themselves in the
fantastical elements of Damar.

Cultural Traditions

The traditions and customs of the Damarans are intricately woven into the story. From their warrior
training to their rituals, McKinley paints a vivid picture of a culture that is deeply connected to its
land and history. This attention to detail enriches the reading experience and allows readers to
appreciate the complexity of Damar.

Landscape and Setting

The physical setting of Damar is highlighted through descriptive language that brings the
landscapes to life. From vast deserts to towering mountains, the environment plays a crucial role in
shaping the characters and their journeys. The setting not only serves as a backdrop but also acts as
a character in its own right, influencing the events of the story.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Blue Sword Robin McKinley is a timeless fantasy novel that delves into themes
of identity, cultural understanding, and empowerment. With its well-drawn characters, rich world-
building, and captivating plot, the book continues to resonate with readers of all ages. McKinley’s
ability to weave together adventure and introspection makes this novel a must-read for fans of
fantasy literature. Whether you are discovering Damar for the first time or revisiting its enchanting
landscapes, "The Blue Sword" promises an engaging journey filled with magic and self-discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Blue Sword' by Robin McKinley about?

‘The Blue Sword' is a fantasy novel that follows the story of Harimad-sol, a young girl who is
abducted by a desert-dwelling people called the Hillfolk. She discovers her own strengths and the
importance of destiny as she learns to navigate her new life and embrace her heroic potential.

Who is the main character in 'The Blue Sword'?

The main character is Harimad-sol, often referred to as Harry, who transforms from a seemingly
ordinary girl into a courageous warrior as she comes to terms with her identity and powers.

What themes are explored in 'The Blue Sword'?

The novel explores themes of identity, destiny, courage, and the clash of cultures, as well as the
journey of self-discovery and the importance of personal agency.

How does 'The Blue Sword' connect to other works by Robin
McKinley?

‘The Blue Sword' shares thematic elements with McKinley's other works, particularly in its strong
female protagonists and richly developed fantasy worlds. It is often seen as a companion piece to her
earlier novel, 'The Hero and the Crown'.

What is the significance of the sword in 'The Blue Sword'?

The blue sword represents power, destiny, and the potential for heroism. It symbolizes Harry's
transformation and the choices she must make in her journey, reflecting her inner strength and the
legacy of the warriors who came before her.

Is 'The Blue Sword' a standalone novel or part of a series?

'The Blue Sword' is a standalone novel, but it is often associated with other fantasy novels by
McKinley, including 'The Hero and the Crown', which also features a strong female lead and takes
place in the same universe.

What age group is 'The Blue Sword' suitable for?

‘The Blue Sword' is primarily targeted at middle-grade to young adult readers, but its themes and
storytelling can also resonate with adult audiences who enjoy fantasy literature.
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Explore the enchanting world of "The Blue Sword" by Robin McKinley. Discover how magic and
adventure intertwine in this captivating tale. Learn more!
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