
The Best American Science Fiction And
Fantasy 2022

The best American science fiction and fantasy 2022 was a remarkable year for genre literature, marked by
a plethora of innovative stories that pushed boundaries and challenged conventions. From gripping
narratives that explored the intricacies of human emotion to imaginative worlds filled with extraordinary
creatures, 2022 provided readers with a feast of literary treasures. This article delves into the standout
works that defined the year, spotlighting notable authors, emerging voices, and the themes that resonated
with audiences.



Notable Authors of 2022

The landscape of American science fiction and fantasy was enriched by both established authors and
newcomers who brought fresh perspectives to the genre. Here are some of the standout authors whose
works captivated readers in 2022:

1. N.K. Jemisin
N.K. Jemisin continued to redefine speculative fiction with her groundbreaking narratives. Her latest
release, "The World We Make," is a direct sequel to her critically acclaimed "The City We Became."
Jemisin's ability to weave social commentary into her fantastical plots resonates powerfully, making her
one of the most relevant voices in the genre today.

2. Brandon Sanderson
Brandon Sanderson's "Tress of the Emerald Sea" emerged as a beloved tale that exemplifies his trademark
storytelling style. This whimsical adventure, inspired by classic fairy tales, showcases Sanderson's talent for
world-building and character development, making it a must-read for fans of fantasy.

3. Silvia Moreno-Garcia
Silvia Moreno-Garcia's "The Daughter of Doctor Moreau" took readers on a journey through a reimagined
version of a classic tale. Her unique blend of gothic horror and science fiction earned her accolades and
solidified her as a powerhouse in speculative fiction.

4. Tamsyn Muir
With "Nona the Ninth," Tamsyn Muir expanded her "Locked Tomb" series, which has garnered a cult
following. Muir's distinctive voice and inventive storytelling continue to captivate readers, blending
elements of science fiction and fantasy in exciting ways.

Emerging Voices

Alongside established authors, 2022 saw a rise in new voices that brought diverse narratives and fresh ideas
to the forefront of science fiction and fantasy. Here are a few emerging authors who made a significant
impact:



1. Tasha Suri
Tasha Suri's "The Jasmine Throne" marked the beginning of a captivating series inspired by Indian history
and mythology. Her lush prose and intricate world-building drew readers into a realm richly steeped in
culture and intrigue.

2. T.L. Huchu
With "The Library of the Dead," T.L. Huchu introduced readers to a vibrant urban fantasy set in
Edinburgh. Blending the supernatural with themes of community and belonging, Huchu's debut was both
enchanting and thought-provoking.

3. Rebecca Roanhorse
Rebecca Roanhorse's "Black Sun," the first book in "Between Earth and Sky" series, received widespread
acclaim for its innovative take on pre-Columbian mythology. Roanhorse's ability to intertwine cultural
elements with fantasy storytelling has established her as a significant voice in the genre.

Major Themes in 2022's Best Works

The best American science fiction and fantasy of 2022 also explored a variety of themes that resonated with
readers on multiple levels. Here are some of the most prominent themes:

1. Identity and Belonging
Many narratives delved into issues of identity, particularly in relation to race, gender, and culture. Authors
like N.K. Jemisin and Tasha Suri examined how characters navigate their identities in worlds that often
challenge their existence.

2. Environmentalism and Climate Change
Reflecting real-world concerns, several stories tackled themes of environmental change and the
consequences of humanity's actions. Books like "The Ministry for the Future" by Kim Stanley Robinson
highlighted urgent socio-political issues through speculative scenarios.

3. Power Dynamics and Social Justice
Power structures and their implications were scrutinized in various works. Many authors, including Silvia



Moreno-Garcia and Rebecca Roanhorse, used their narratives to comment on societal inequalities and the
fight for justice, creating a mirror for contemporary struggles.

Best American Science Fiction and Fantasy of 2022: A List

To encapsulate the vibrant offerings of 2022, here is a curated list of some of the best American science
fiction and fantasy novels that captured the imaginations of readers:

1. The World We Make by N.K. Jemisin
2. Tress of the Emerald Sea by Brandon Sanderson
3. The Daughter of Doctor Moreau by Silvia Moreno-Garcia
4. Nona the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir
5. The Jasmine Throne by Tasha Suri
6. The Library of the Dead by T.L. Huchu
7. Black Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse
8. A Psalm for the Wild-Built by Becky Chambers
9. The Space Between Worlds by Micaiah Johnson
10. Dead Silence by S.A. Barnes

Conclusion

The year 2022 was undoubtedly significant for American science fiction and fantasy literature, showcasing
a wide array of voices and stories that not only entertained but also provoked thought and reflection. From
established authors pushing the boundaries of their craft to emerging talents redefining the genre with
diverse narratives, readers were treated to an extraordinary array of literature. As we look ahead, the
impact of 2022 will undoubtedly shape the future of science fiction and fantasy, inspiring new generations
of writers and readers alike. Whether through exploring complex identities, addressing pressing social
issues, or simply providing an escape into fantastical realms, the best American science fiction and fantasy of
2022 will be remembered as a pivotal moment in the literary landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some of the most acclaimed science fiction books published in
2022?
Some of the most acclaimed science fiction books published in 2022 include 'The Terraformers' by Annalee
Newitz, 'Dead Silence' by S.A. Barnes, and 'Gideon the Ninth' by Tamsyn Muir, which continued to gain



popularity.

Which fantasy novels made a significant impact in 2022?
Notable fantasy novels from 2022 include 'The Kaiju Preservation Society' by John Scalzi, 'A Prayer for the
Crown-Shy' by Becky Chambers, and 'The Book of Dragons' by various authors, which captivated readers
with their imaginative storytelling.

What themes were prevalent in American science fiction and fantasy
literature in 2022?
In 2022, common themes included climate change, identity, technology's impact on society, and
explorations of gender and race, reflecting contemporary societal issues through speculative narratives.

Which authors emerged as breakout stars in the science fiction and
fantasy genre in 2022?
Breakout stars in 2022 included Tamsyn Muir, known for her unique blend of fantasy and humor, and S.A.
Barnes, who gained attention for her thrilling space horror narratives, both of whom garnered significant
critical acclaim.

What role did diverse voices play in the science fiction and fantasy
genres in 2022?
Diverse voices played a crucial role in 2022, with authors from various backgrounds bringing fresh
perspectives and narratives, resulting in a richer tapestry of stories that challenged traditional tropes and
broadened the genre's appeal.
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