
The Animal Farm By George Orwell

Animal Farm is a timeless allegorical novella written by George Orwell, first
published in 1945. It is a powerful critique of totalitarianism, specifically
reflecting the events leading up to the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the
subsequent rise of Stalinism. The narrative unfolds on a farm where the
animals revolt against their human owner, seeking to establish a society
where all animals are equal. However, as the story progresses, it becomes
apparent that the ideals of the revolution are corrupted, leading to a regime
that is just as oppressive as the one it replaced. This article delves into



the themes, characters, and historical context of Animal Farm, illuminating
its significance in literature and politics.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate Animal Farm, it is essential to understand the historical
backdrop against which it was written. Orwell’s experiences during the
Spanish Civil War and his observations of the Soviet Union significantly
influenced his perspectives on power and ideology.

1. The Russian Revolution

- Bolshevik Revolution (1917): This pivotal event overthrew the Tsarist
autocracy and led to the establishment of a communist government under the
Bolsheviks.
- Rise of Stalin: After Lenin's death in 1924, Joseph Stalin consolidated
power, leading to totalitarian rule marked by purges, propaganda, and
oppression.

2. Orwell’s Disillusionment

- Fascism vs. Communism: Orwell's time in Spain exposed him to the
complexities of leftist politics, showing him how revolutionary ideals could
be manipulated.
- Critique of Totalitarianism: Orwell became increasingly critical of how
totalitarian regimes, even those claiming to be socialist, could become
tyrannical.

Plot Summary

Animal Farm follows a group of farm animals who, inspired by the vision of an
egalitarian society, revolt against their human owner, Mr. Jones. The story
is structured in a straightforward narrative that details their journey from
rebellion to tyranny.

1. The Rebellion

- Inspiration: The pigs, particularly Old Major, inspire the other animals
with a vision of a farm run by animals for animals.
- The Revolt: After Old Major dies, the animals, led by the pigs,
successfully overthrow Mr. Jones and establish Animal Farm.



2. The Seven Commandments

- The animals create a set of principles to govern themselves, encapsulated
in the Seven Commandments of Animalism, which emphasize equality and
fraternity among animals.

3. The Corruption of Ideals

- Leadership of the Pigs: The pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball,
assume leadership roles. Tensions arise between Napoleon and Snowball,
leading to Snowball's expulsion.
- Manipulation of Commandments: Gradually, the pigs begin to alter the
commandments to justify their actions, leading to a society that mirrors the
oppression of the past.

Characters and Their Symbolism

The characters in Animal Farm serve as representations of historical figures
and ideologies, providing depth to Orwell's critique of power and corruption.

1. Major Characters

- Napoleon: Symbolizing Joseph Stalin, Napoleon represents the corrupting
influence of power. He uses propaganda, fear, and violence to maintain
control.
- Snowball: Representing Leon Trotsky, Snowball is an advocate for innovation
and progress. His expulsion symbolizes the eradication of dissent.
- Boxer: The hardworking horse symbolizes the proletariat, demonstrating
loyalty and strength but ultimately falling victim to the betrayal of the
ruling class.
- Squealer: Serving as Napoleon's mouthpiece, Squealer represents propaganda,
twisting language and facts to manipulate the other animals.

2. Supporting Characters

- Old Major: The wise boar whose vision inspires the rebellion, representing
Marxist ideology.
- Benjamin: The cynical donkey who represents the skeptical intellectuals,
aware of the corruption but feeling powerless to effect change.
- The Dogs: Symbolizing the military or police force, the dogs are used to
enforce Napoleon's rule through intimidation.



Themes

Animal Farm explores several profound themes that resonate beyond its
immediate narrative, reflecting broader societal concerns.

1. The Corruption of Ideals

- The initial dreams of equality and freedom are gradually corrupted by
power. As the pigs gain control, they start to resemble the oppressive humans
they once overthrew.
- This theme highlights the danger of allowing a single group to hold power
unchecked, showcasing the ease with which revolutionary ideals can be
subverted.

2. The Power of Language and Propaganda

- Orwell illustrates how language can be manipulated to control thought and
suppress dissent. Squealer's speeches exemplify how rhetoric can distort
reality.
- The alteration of the Seven Commandments reflects how those in power can
rewrite history to suit their narrative.

3. Class Struggle and Inequality

- The division of labor on the farm mirrors societal class structures, with
the pigs elevating themselves above the other animals.
- The exploitation of the working class, represented by Boxer, emphasizes the
betrayal of the revolution's original goals.

4. The Cycle of Oppression

- The conclusion of Animal Farm reveals a grim reality: the animals find
themselves in a situation no better than before, illustrating the cyclical
nature of power and oppression.
- The famous closing line, “All animals are equal, but some animals are more
equal than others,” crystallizes this theme, encapsulating the hypocrisy of
the ruling class.

Literary Techniques



Orwell employs various literary techniques to enhance the impact of his
narrative, making Animal Farm a compelling read.

1. Allegory

- The entire narrative functions as an allegory for the Russian Revolution,
with characters and events paralleling historical figures and occurrences.
- This technique allows readers to engage with complex political concepts
through a more accessible narrative.

2. Satire

- Orwell uses satire to critique totalitarian regimes and the betrayal of
revolutionary ideals, employing humor and irony to underscore serious themes.
- By depicting the absurdities of the pigs' rule, Orwell encourages readers
to reflect on the follies of political power.

3. Symbolism

- The farm itself symbolizes a microcosm of society, representing the
potential for both collective strength and individual corruption.
- The changing commandments serve as a symbol of the fluidity of truth under
oppressive regimes.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Animal Farm stands as a powerful critique of totalitarianism
and the complexities of political power. Orwell’s masterful use of allegory,
satire, and symbolism invites readers to reflect on the nature of authority
and the fragility of freedom. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of blind loyalty, the manipulation of language, and the cyclical
nature of oppression. As relevant today as it was at the time of its
publication, Animal Farm remains a profound exploration of the darker aspects
of human nature and governance, reminding us that the pursuit of equality and
justice requires vigilance and accountability. Through this novella, Orwell
not only chronicles a historical moment but also raises enduring questions
about power, ideology, and the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Animal Farm'?
The main theme of 'Animal Farm' is the critique of totalitarianism and the
corrupting influence of power, illustrating how revolutionary ideals can be
subverted by those in authority.

How does George Orwell use allegory in 'Animal
Farm'?
George Orwell uses allegory in 'Animal Farm' by representing the Russian
Revolution and the rise of Stalinism through the story of farm animals who
overthrow their human farmer, only to face oppression from their own leaders.

What role does propaganda play in 'Animal Farm'?
Propaganda plays a crucial role in 'Animal Farm' as the pigs, particularly
Squealer, manipulate language and information to control the other animals
and maintain their power, showcasing how misinformation can be used to
oppress.

Who do the pigs represent in 'Animal Farm'?
In 'Animal Farm', the pigs represent the ruling elite and political leaders
of the Soviet Union, with characters like Napoleon symbolizing Joseph Stalin
and Snowball representing Leon Trotsky.

What is the significance of the commandment changes
in 'Animal Farm'?
The changes to the commandments in 'Animal Farm' signify the gradual erosion
of the original revolutionary ideals and the manipulation of laws to justify
the pigs' increasingly oppressive actions, highlighting the betrayal of the
revolution.

How does 'Animal Farm' reflect the concept of the
'cycle of oppression'?
'Animal Farm' reflects the concept of the 'cycle of oppression' by showing
how the animals, after overthrowing their human owner, end up under the
tyranny of the pigs, illustrating that without vigilance, one form of
oppression can easily replace another.
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