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The Coming Prince by Sir Robert Anderson is a seminal work that delves into biblical
prophecy, particularly focusing on the prophecy of the seventy weeks found in the Book of
Daniel. Published in 1881, this book explores the prophetic timeline concerning the
coming of the Messiah and the significance of the Jewish people in God's plan. Anderson,
who was a prominent figure in the realm of biblical scholarship and a noted expert in
prophecy, presents a compelling argument that has influenced many theologians and
scholars since its release.

Background of the Author



Sir Robert Anderson was born on November 29,
1841, in Dublin, Ireland. He had a distinguished
career as a police officer and later rose to the
position of Assistant Commissioner in the
Metropolitan Police. However, his passion for
biblical studies and prophecy led him to become a
well-respected author and speaker on these
topics. Anderson's background in law
enforcement and his analytical skills significantly
informed his approach to scriptural
interpretation, particularly in the realm of
prophecy.

Overview of the Book

"The Coming Prince" is structured around the
interpretation of a key biblical passage from the
Book of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27). This passage
outlines a timeline of prophetic events leading to
the coming of the Messiah and the eventual
establishment of God's kingdom on earth.
Anderson meticulously examines the text and its
implications, providing readers with a detailed
analysis that combines historical context,
mathematical calculations, and theological
insights.



Key Themes and Concepts

1. The Seventy Weeks Prophecy:

- Anderson’s primary focus is on the prophecy of
the seventy weeks, which he interprets as a
divinely ordained timeline for the coming of the
Messiah.

- He breaks down the timeline into distinct
segments, including the seven weeks, the sixty-
two weeks, and the final week, each of which has
specific implications for understanding biblical
prophecy.

2. Historical Context:

- Anderson emphasizes the historical background
necessary to comprehend the prophecy fully. He
explores the events leading to the Babylonian
exile, the significance of Jerusalem, and the role
of the Jewish people in God's plans.

- By presenting historical evidence, Anderson
seeks to validate the accuracy of the prophetic
timeline laid out in Daniel.

3. Mathematical Calculations:

- One of the most compelling aspects of
Anderson's work is his mathematical approach to
the prophecy. He calculates the years and dates
based on the Jewish calendar and correlates them



with historical events.

- This meticulous detail adds credibility to his
interpretation and showcases the precision with
which biblical prophecy can be understood.

4. The Role of the Messiah:

- Anderson discusses the concept of the Messiah,
emphasizing Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the
prophetic timeline.

- He argues that understanding the prophecy is
crucial to grasping the significance of Christ's
coming, His ministry, and the establishment of
the New Covenant.

5. Eschatology:

- The book also touches on eschatological themes,
discussing the future implications of the
prophecy, the Second Coming of Christ, and the
establishment of God's kingdom on earth.

- Anderson's insights into the end times resonate
with readers interested in understanding the
prophetic dimensions of biblical texts.

Critical Reception and Influence

Since its publication, "The Coming Prince" has
been met with both acclaim and criticism. Many



theologians and scholars have praised Anderson's
rigorous scholarship and clear writing style. His
work has become foundational in the study of
biblical prophecy, particularly among those who
subscribe to a dispensationalist view of scripture.

1. Positive Reception:

- Many readers appreciate Anderson's ability to
connect historical events with biblical prophecy,
providing a comprehensive understanding of the
scripture.

- His rigorous mathematical approach appeals to
those who seek empirical validation of prophetic
teachings.

2. Criticism:

- Some critics argue that Anderson's
interpretations are overly literal and that he may
place too much emphasis on the prophetic
timeline, potentially overlooking broader
theological themes.

- Others have challenged his calculations,
suggesting alternative interpretations of the
seventy weeks prophecy.

3. Legacy:

- Despite the criticism, Anderson's work has left
an indelible mark on the field of biblical
prophecy. His insights continue to be referenced



and built upon by contemporary scholars and
theologians.

- The book remains a staple in many theological
libraries and is frequently recommended for those
interested in prophecy and eschatology.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Coming Prince" by Sir Robert
Anderson is a pivotal work that provides a
detailed analysis of biblical prophecy, particularly
the seventy weeks prophecy of Daniel. Through a
combination of historical context, mathematical
calculations, and theological insights, Anderson
offers readers a compelling understanding of the
prophetic timeline leading to the coming of the
Messiah. Despite facing criticism, his work has
significantly influenced the study of biblical
prophecy and continues to resonate with readers
today.

Anderson's legacy as a scholar and author
endures, and "The Coming Prince" remains a
valuable resource for anyone interested in the
intersection of history, mathematics, and
theology. His diligent approach to scripture
encourages readers to delve deeper into the



prophetic dimensions of the Bible, seeking to
understand the overarching narrative of God's
plan for humanity. As the field of biblical
prophecy continues to evolve, Anderson's insights
provide a foundational understanding that will
likely inspire future generations of scholars and
believers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Coming Prince' by Sir
Robert Anderson?

The main theme of 'The Coming Prince'’ is the
prophecy of the coming of a political leader, often
interpreted as the Antichrist, who will play a
significant role in the end times as described in
biblical texts.

How does Sir Robert Anderson interpret the prophetic
timeline in 'The Coming Prince'?

Anderson interprets the prophetic timeline by
analyzing the 70 weeks of Daniel, suggesting that
the events surrounding the first coming of Christ
and the future second coming are intricately
linked within this timeline.

What historical context does Anderson provide in 'The
Coming Prince'?

Anderson provides a historical context by
examining the political and social conditions of



ancient Israel and the Roman Empire,
highlighting how these factors contribute to the
prophetic narrative.

What impact did 'The Coming Prince' have on
eschatological studies?

The book had a significant impact on
eschatological studies by influencing the
interpretation of biblical prophecies and
encouraging a deeper analysis of the timeline of
events leading to the end times.

What is the significance of the title 'The Coming
Prince'?

The title "The Coming Prince' signifies the
anticipated arrival of a charismatic leader who
will rise to power during tumultuous times, often
linked to the concept of the Antichrist in
Christian eschatology.

How does Anderson's background as a biblical scholar
influence the arguments in 'The Coming Prince'?
Anderson's background as a biblical scholar
allows him to provide detailed scriptural analysis
and theological insights, lending credibility and
depth to his arguments regarding prophetic
interpretations.

What critiques have been made regarding Anderson's
interpretations in 'The Coming Prince'?

Critiques of Anderson's interpretations often
focus on the speculative nature of his conclusions



and the way he correlates historical events with
biblical prophecy, suggesting that some
connections may be tenuous.

In what ways does 'The Coming Prince' address the
concept of prophecy fulfillment?

The book addresses prophecy fulfillment by
discussing the literal and figurative
interpretations of biblical prophecies, particularly
in relation to the events surrounding the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Is 'The Coming Prince' considered a significant work in
Christian literature?

Yes, 'The Coming Prince' is considered a
significant work in Christian literature,
particularly among those interested in prophecy,
eschatology, and the theological implications of
the Antichrist narrative.
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