
The Case Against The Case For Christ

The case against the Case for Christ is a critical examination of Lee Strobel's influential book and
subsequent film that argue for the historical validity of Christianity, particularly the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. While Strobel presents a compelling narrative, there are several significant critiques that
challenge the reliability of his arguments and the methodologies he employs. This article will explore
various dimensions of the case against Strobel's claims, including issues of historical accuracy, the
role of bias, the interpretation of evidence, and the implications of his conclusions.

Background of the Case for Christ

Lee Strobel, a former investigative journalist and legal editor for the Chicago Tribune, authored "The
Case for Christ" in 1998. The book presents an apologetic defense of Christianity, structured as an
investigation into the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Strobel interviews various scholars
and experts in theology, history, and archaeology to substantiate his claims. The book became a
bestseller and has since been adapted into a film, making it a widely recognized piece of Christian
literature.



Historical Accuracy and Reliability

One of the primary arguments against Strobel's case is the historical accuracy of the sources he
references. Critics argue that the historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus and other key
events in the New Testament is not as robust as Strobel suggests.

Selection of Sources

Strobel often relies on a limited selection of sources, predominantly those that support a Christian
viewpoint. This selection bias raises questions about the overall reliability of the evidence he
presents. Notable criticisms include:

- Overreliance on Christian Apologists: Many of the scholars Strobel interviews are known for their
apologetic stances, which may color their interpretations of the evidence.
- Neglect of Contradictory Evidence: Critics argue that Strobel neglects or downplays historical
evidence that contradicts the resurrection narrative or offers alternative explanations.
- Misrepresentation of Non-Christian Sources: Some scholars suggest that Strobel misrepresents or
oversimplifies the arguments of historians and experts who do not share his beliefs.

The Gospels as Historical Sources

Strobel places significant weight on the Gospels as historical documents. However, many historians
and scholars argue that the Gospels are not reliable accounts of Jesus's life. Points of contention
include:

- Authorship and Date: The Gospels were written decades after the events they describe, often by
authors whose identities are disputed.
- Theological Agenda: The Gospels were written to promote specific theological beliefs, which may
compromise their objectivity as historical documents.

Methodological Concerns

Another significant critique of Strobel's work revolves around his investigative methodology. As an
investigative journalist, Strobel claims to employ rigorous standards of evidence. However, critics
argue that his approach is flawed in several ways.

Confirmation Bias

Strobel's investigation is often criticized for confirmation bias, the tendency to search for, interpret,
and remember information in a way that confirms one’s preconceptions. In Strobel's case:

- Preconceived Notions: His initial skepticism about Christianity is overshadowed by his eventual



acceptance of its tenets, suggesting that his investigation may have been guided more by a desire to
find supportive evidence than by a genuine pursuit of truth.
- Cherry-Picking Evidence: Critics argue that Strobel selectively chooses evidence that aligns with his
conclusions while ignoring conflicting data.

Questionable Expert Testimonies

While Strobel interviews various experts, the credibility of some of these figures has been questioned:

- Lack of Peer Review: Many of the experts Strobel interviews do not represent the broader academic
consensus and may lack peer-reviewed support for their claims.
- Theological Bias: Several experts have strong ties to evangelical Christianity, which may influence
their interpretations and conclusions.

Philosophical and Theological Implications

Strobel's conclusions about the resurrection and the nature of faith raise philosophical and theological
questions that merit scrutiny.

The Nature of Faith

Strobel's work implies that faith can be reduced to a logical argument supported by evidence. This
notion has been challenged on several grounds:

- Faith Beyond Evidence: Many theologians argue that faith is inherently a personal and subjective
experience that cannot be entirely validated through empirical evidence.
- Intellectual Dissonance: Some critics contend that Strobel's insistence on evidence may alienate
individuals who find value in faith independent of historical validation.

The Problem of Evil

Strobel's arguments also fail to address the philosophical issue of the problem of evil:

- Inconsistent Theological Claims: The existence of suffering and evil in the world raises questions
about the nature of a benevolent deity, challenging the conclusions drawn in "The Case for Christ."
- Apologetic Responses: Critics argue that Strobel's responses to these challenges are inadequate and
do not hold up under scrutiny.

Conclusion

While "The Case for Christ" has made a significant impact in evangelical circles, the case against it



raises important questions about historical accuracy, methodological rigor, and philosophical
implications. Critics argue that Strobel's reliance on biased sources, confirmation bias in his
investigation, and neglect of conflicting evidence undermine the reliability of his conclusions.
Furthermore, the philosophical and theological implications of his arguments invite deeper scrutiny,
particularly concerning the nature of faith and the problem of evil.

In the end, while Strobel's work may resonate with many believers, it is essential to approach it with a
critical eye, recognizing that the search for truth, particularly in matters of faith, is often more
complex than a straightforward case can convey. The dialogue about the resurrection and the
historical validity of Christianity continues, fueled by diverse perspectives that challenge and enrich
our understanding of these profound questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of 'The Case Against The Case for
Christ'?
The main thesis of 'The Case Against The Case for Christ' is that the arguments presented in 'The
Case for Christ' by Lee Strobel lack sufficient evidence and critical analysis, leading to a conclusion
that is not as robust or credible as claimed.

Who authored 'The Case Against The Case for Christ' and what
are their qualifications?
The book was authored by Dr. Robert M. Price, who is a biblical scholar and theologian known for his
critical approach to the historical Jesus and the reliability of the New Testament texts.

What are some key criticisms presented in the book?
Key criticisms include the reliance on biased sources, the misrepresentation of scholarly consensus,
and the failure to adequately address alternative explanations for the evidence presented in 'The
Case for Christ'.

How does 'The Case Against The Case for Christ' approach the
topic of faith and evidence?
The book argues that faith should not be solely based on historical evidence, and instead emphasizes
the importance of philosophical reasoning and the subjective nature of belief, challenging the idea
that faith can be proven through empirical means.

What impact has 'The Case Against The Case for Christ' had
on discussions about Christian apologetics?
The book has sparked significant discussion and debate within both the academic and religious
communities, encouraging readers to critically evaluate the arguments for Christianity and to consider
alternative perspectives on the historical Jesus.
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