
The Bait Of Satan John Bevere

The Bait of Satan is a thought-provoking book by John Bevere that delves into the destructive nature of
offense and its implications on personal faith and relationships. This work, published in the late 1990s, has
since garnered a substantial following among Christians seeking to understand the profound impact that
unresolved anger, resentment, and bitterness can have on their spiritual lives. In this article, we will explore
the key themes of the book, its biblical foundations, practical applications, and the transformative power of
forgiveness as articulated by Bevere.



Overview of the Book

Published in 1997, "The Bait of Satan" addresses a critical issue that many believers face: the tendency to
take offense. John Bevere presents offense as a trap that the enemy uses to derail Christians from their faith and
purpose. The book argues that offense can lead to bitterness, which in turn creates a barrier between
individuals and their relationship with God.

Bevere's central thesis is that offense is a bait used by Satan to ensnare believers. He draws on personal
anecdotes, biblical stories, and practical advice to illustrate how individuals can fall into this trap. The
title of the book itself symbolizes the deceptive nature of offense—like bait on a hook, it appears tempting but
ultimately leads to destruction.

The Nature of Offense

To understand the principles laid out in "The Bait of Satan," it is essential to grasp the nature of offense as
Bevere presents it. Here are the key aspects:

1. Definition of Offense

Bevere defines offense as a “stumbling block” or a “trap” that can lead to a deep-seated anger or resentment. He
emphasizes that offense is not just a fleeting feeling but can become rooted in one’s heart, affecting every aspect
of life.

2. The Source of Offense

The author identifies several sources of offense, including:

- Miscommunication: Often, misunderstandings can lead to feelings of being wronged.
- Expectations: Unmet expectations can create disappointment and resentment.
- Personal Insecurity: Individuals who struggle with insecurity are more prone to taking offense.
- Past Wounds: Previous traumas can make individuals more sensitive to perceived slights.

3. The Consequences of Offense

Bevere warns that harboring offense can lead to several detrimental outcomes:

- Broken Relationships: Offense can create rifts between friends, family, and fellow believers.
- Spiritual Isolation: Those who are offended often withdraw from community, leading to isolation.
- Loss of Purpose: Offense can distract individuals from their God-given purpose, leading to a lack of
fulfillment.
- Bitterness and Anger: Unresolved offense can fester and turn into bitterness, which is spiritually toxic.

Biblical Foundations

Bevere grounds his teachings in Scripture, citing numerous biblical examples to support his arguments. Some key
passages and stories include:



1. The Life of Jesus

- Bevere notes that Jesus faced significant offense throughout His ministry, particularly from religious leaders.
Despite this, He responded with love and forgiveness, setting an example for believers.

2. The Story of Joseph

- Joseph's journey from betrayal by his brothers to his eventual rise in Egypt illustrates how one can overcome
offense. Despite being wronged, Joseph chose to forgive, ultimately leading to reconciliation with his family.

3. The Apostle Paul

- Paul faced many trials, including persecution and betrayal. His writings emphasize the importance of
forgiveness and the dangers of holding onto offense.

Practical Applications

In "The Bait of Satan," Bevere provides practical strategies for overcoming offense and cultivating a spirit of
forgiveness. Here are some of the key applications he recommends:

1. Recognize Offense as a Trap

Understanding that offense is a bait can empower individuals to be more vigilant in their responses. Bevere
encourages readers to:

- Be aware of their feelings and reactions.
- Question whether their offense is justified or rooted in personal insecurity.

2. Choose Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a central theme in Bevere’s work. He emphasizes that forgiveness is a choice, not a feeling. Key
steps include:

- Acknowledge the Hurt: Recognize the pain caused by others.
- Release the Offender: Make a conscious decision to let go of the offense.
- Pray for the Offender: This act can soften one’s heart and promote healing.

3. Seek Reconciliation

While forgiveness is essential, Bevere advocates for reconciliation when possible. Steps to achieve this include:

- Open Communication: Engage in honest dialogue with those who have caused offense.
- Humility: Approach the situation with a spirit of humility, recognizing one’s own failings.



4. Cultivate a Heart of Gratitude

Bevere suggests that cultivating gratitude can counteract feelings of offense. Individuals can practice
gratitude by:

- Keeping a journal of things they are thankful for.
- Regularly reflecting on God’s blessings in their lives.

The Transformative Power of Forgiveness

One of the most significant messages in "The Bait of Satan" is the transformative power of forgiveness. Bevere
emphasizes that forgiveness is not only a command from God but also a pathway to healing and restoration.
Here are some aspects of this transformative process:

1. Healing Relationships

Forgiveness has the potential to heal broken relationships, fostering unity and reconciliation among believers.
When individuals choose to forgive, they open the door for restoration.

2. Spiritual Freedom

Holding onto offense can create a spiritual burden. In contrast, forgiveness allows individuals to experience
freedom from bitterness and resentment, enabling them to grow in their relationship with God.

3. Reflecting Christ’s Love

By choosing to forgive, believers reflect the love of Christ. Bevere argues that forgiveness is a powerful
witness to the world, demonstrating the transformative nature of God’s grace.

Conclusion

"The Bait of Satan" by John Bevere serves as a crucial reminder for Christians about the dangers of offense and
the importance of forgiveness. Through biblical examples and practical strategies, Bevere encourages readers
to recognize offense as a trap and to actively choose forgiveness in their lives. The book not only emphasizes
the personal benefits of forgiving others but also highlights the broader implications for community and
spiritual growth. By embracing these principles, believers can cultivate deeper relationships, experience healing,
and reflect the love of Christ in a world often marred by division and strife.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Bait of Satan' by John Bevere?
The main theme of 'The Bait of Satan' is the concept of offense and how it can lead believers away from their
faith. John Bevere discusses how holding onto offense can trap individuals and hinder their relationship with
God.



How does John Bevere suggest believers can overcome offense?
John Bevere suggests that believers can overcome offense by choosing forgiveness, understanding their identity
in Christ, and recognizing the traps that offense can create. He emphasizes the importance of letting go of
grudges and seeking reconciliation.

What scriptural references does 'The Bait of Satan' draw upon?
In 'The Bait of Satan', John Bevere references various scriptures, particularly from the New Testament,
including Matthew 18:15-17, which discusses reconciliation, and Luke 17:1, which warns about offenses being
inevitable.

What is the significance of the title 'The Bait of Satan'?
The title 'The Bait of Satan' signifies the idea that offense is a trap set by Satan to lure believers away from
God's purpose and plans. The bait represents the temptation to take offense, which can lead to spiritual decay
if not addressed.

How has 'The Bait of Satan' impacted Christian communities since its
release?
Since its release, 'The Bait of Satan' has had a significant impact on Christian communities by encouraging
discussions about forgiveness, conflict resolution, and the importance of unity in the body of Christ. Many
churches have used the book for study groups and sermons.

Are there any practical steps provided in 'The Bait of Satan' for dealing
with offense?
Yes, John Bevere provides practical steps for dealing with offense, including self-examination, prayer for those
who have wronged you, actively choosing to forgive, and surrounding oneself with supportive community to
foster healing and understanding.
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