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The Ancient Maya Robert Sharer is a name synonymous with the study of one of the most
intriguing civilizations in history. Robert Sharer, an American archaeologist and anthropologist, has
dedicated his life to understanding the ancient Maya civilization, its culture, and its legacy. His
extensive fieldwork, research, and publications have significantly advanced the knowledge of the
Maya and their contributions to the world. This article delves into the life and accomplishments of
Robert Sharer, the ancient Maya civilization, and the impact they have had on modern
understanding.

Early Life and Education of Robert Sharer

Robert Sharer was born in 1934 in the United States. His early interest in archaeology and
anthropology was sparked during his formative years, leading him to pursue higher education in
these fields. He obtained his Bachelor’s degree from Yale University, where he was exposed to
various aspects of archaeology and the cultural history of ancient civilizations.

Sharer continued his studies at the University of Pennsylvania, where he earned both his Master's
and Ph.D. degrees. His academic journey was marked by a strong emphasis on Mesoamerican
studies, particularly focusing on the ancient Maya. His mentors and peers in the field greatly
influenced his research direction, setting the stage for a prolific career.



Fieldwork and Research Contributions

Robert Sharer’s fieldwork has been instrumental in uncovering the mysteries of the ancient Maya
civilization. His research primarily focused on the southern Maya lowlands, particularly in
Guatemala. Over the years, he has participated in numerous archaeological excavations and surveys,
significantly expanding the understanding of Maya culture, architecture, and social organization.

Key Excavation Projects

Some of the notable excavation projects led or participated in by Sharer include:

1. The Site of Copan: One of the most famous Maya archaeological sites located in western
Honduras, Sharer conducted extensive work here, focusing on its political and social structures.

2. Piedras Negras: Sharer played a crucial role in the excavation and analysis of this significant site
along the Usumacinta River, contributing to the understanding of its historical context within the
Maya civilization.

3. Tikal: As part of a larger research team, Sharer contributed to the excavations and studies at
Tikal, one of the largest and most significant Maya cities, known for its impressive architecture and

urban planning.

4. Quirigua: His work at this site involved studying the intricate stone carvings and monuments,
providing insights into Maya artistry and cultural expression.

Academic Publications and Influence

Robert Sharer has authored and co-authored numerous academic publications that have become
foundational in Maya studies. His writing is characterized by thorough research, insightful analysis,
and a commitment to making complex ideas accessible to a broader audience.

Notable Publications

1. "The Ancient Maya": Co-authored with his colleague, this book serves as a comprehensive
overview of Maya civilization, covering topics such as history, culture, art, and society.

2. "Archaeology of the Maya": This publication outlines the methodologies and findings from various
archaeological sites, providing a synthesis of the latest research in the field.

3. "Maya History and Culture": This work delves into the intricacies of Maya life, exploring their
social structures, religious beliefs, and artistic achievements.

4. Numerous Journal Articles: Sharer has published extensively in academic journals, contributing
valuable research findings that have influenced subsequent studies in anthropology and



archaeology.

Teaching and Mentorship

In addition to his fieldwork and research, Robert Sharer has had a significant impact on the
academic community through his teaching and mentorship. He has held teaching positions at
various universities, including the University of Pennsylvania. His lectures often focus on
Mesoamerican archaeology and the ancient Maya, inspiring a new generation of scholars and
archaeologists.

Sharer’s students and mentees have gone on to make their own contributions to the field,
perpetuating his legacy and expanding the understanding of Maya civilization. His commitment to
education is evident in his passion for sharing knowledge and fostering curiosity among his students.

The Legacy of the Ancient Maya

The ancient Maya civilization is renowned for its remarkable achievements in various domains,
including architecture, mathematics, astronomy, and art. They developed a complex society
characterized by city-states, intricate trade networks, and rich cultural practices.

Key Aspects of Maya Civilization

1. Architecture: The Maya were master builders, creating towering pyramids, temples, and palaces
that showcased their engineering prowess. Iconic sites such as Tikal and Copan illustrate their
architectural innovations.

2. Writing and Mathematics: The Maya developed one of the most sophisticated writing systems in
the ancient Americas, using hieroglyphs to record their history and mythology. Their mathematical
system, which included the concept of zero, was also advanced for its time.

3. Astronomy: The Maya were keen astronomers, meticulously observing celestial movements and
developing complex calendars to track time and predict astronomical events.

4. Art and Culture: Maya art, including pottery, sculpture, and murals, reflects their beliefs, social
hierarchies, and daily life. The vibrant colors and intricate designs tell stories of gods, rituals, and
historical events.

Modern Implications and Continuing Research

The research conducted by Robert Sharer and his contemporaries has profound implications for
understanding not only the ancient Maya but also the broader context of human history. The insights
gained from the study of the Maya continue to inform contemporary discussions about civilization,



cultural identity, and environmental sustainability.

Ongoing Challenges and Opportunities

1. Cultural Heritage Preservation: As modern society encroaches on ancient sites, the preservation
of Maya heritage has become a pressing issue. Archaeologists and anthropologists play a crucial role
in advocating for the protection of these invaluable resources.

2. Interdisciplinary Approaches: The study of the Maya benefits from interdisciplinary collaboration,
incorporating insights from anthropology, history, environmental science, and art history to create a
more holistic understanding of the civilization.

3. Community Engagement: Engaging local communities in archaeological efforts fosters a sense of
ownership and facilitates the sharing of indigenous knowledge, ensuring that the legacy of the Maya
is honored and preserved for future generations.

4. Technological Advances: New technologies, such as LiDAR and remote sensing, have
revolutionized archaeological research, allowing for the discovery of previously hidden structures
and landscapes that can reshape historical narratives.

Conclusion

Robert Sharer’s contributions to the understanding of the ancient Maya civilization cannot be
overstated. His extensive fieldwork, academic publications, and dedication to teaching have paved
the way for future research and inspired countless individuals to explore the rich history of the
Maya. As we continue to uncover the mysteries of this remarkable civilization, the legacy of the
ancient Maya remains a testament to human ingenuity, resilience, and the enduring quest for
knowledge. Through the efforts of scholars like Sharer, the stories of the Maya continue to be told,
ensuring that their cultural heritage endures for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Sharer and what is his contribution to the study
of the ancient Maya?

Robert Sharer is an American archaeologist and scholar known for his extensive research on the
ancient Maya civilization. He has contributed significantly to the understanding of Maya culture,
history, and archaeology, particularly through his work at various archaeological sites and his
publications, including the influential book 'The Ancient Maya'.

What are some major archaeological sites that Robert Sharer



has worked on?

Robert Sharer has worked on several key archaeological sites in the Maya region, including the
ancient city of Copan in Honduras, as well as sites in Guatemala such as Tikal and Quirigua. His
excavations and research at these sites have provided valuable insights into Maya society and
architecture.

What are the key themes of Robert Sharer's research on the
ancient Maya?

Key themes in Robert Sharer's research include the social and political organization of Maya city-
states, the role of religion and ritual in Maya culture, and the impact of environmental factors on
Maya civilization. He also focuses on the analysis of Maya hieroglyphs and the development of
writing in ancient Mesoamerica.

How has Robert Sharer's work influenced contemporary
understanding of the Maya civilization?

Robert Sharer's work has greatly influenced contemporary understanding of the Maya civilization by
providing a comprehensive framework for analyzing Maya archaeology, history, and culture. His
interdisciplinary approach combines archaeology, anthropology, and art history, leading to a more
nuanced understanding of the complexities of Maya life.

What is the significance of Robert Sharer's book 'The Ancient
Maya' in academic circles?

'The Ancient Maya' by Robert Sharer is considered a seminal text in Maya studies, widely used in
academic settings. The book synthesizes archaeological findings and historical data, making it an
essential resource for students and scholars interested in the ancient Maya civilization.

What recent developments in Maya archaeology have been
influenced by Sharer's research?

Recent developments in Maya archaeology that have been influenced by Sharer's research include
advancements in remote sensing technologies and digital archaeology, which allow for new
discoveries and analyses of ancient sites. His emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration has also
inspired new methodologies in studying Maya civilization.
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